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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Spring Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. Weather and climate basics
2. Microclimates fieldwork project
3. Atlas and Map skills – basic Geographic skills


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	The students will have had a full term of geography to this point and will have experienced essay writing and a formal test.

At KS2 students should have covered the water cycle which will cover elements mentioned in weather and climate.
Students will carry forward all of their learning and skills from the previous term on Tectonics.

They should also have done coordinates in maths at KS2 and in Geography (although there is certainly no guarantee of this), so this should carry forward and be built upon within our map skills unit.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing

Weather and climate basics & Microclimates fieldwork project

We do 4 lessons on the basics of weather and climate as preparation for a fieldwork project.  The fieldwork project appears as part of the KS3 national curriculum – all pupils are “competent in the geographical skills needed to: 
 collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
 interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 
 communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.” 
This also links in with work we do later on air pollution and traffic.
Weather and climate also appear as one of the core Physical Geography concepts on the KS3 national Curriculum document “physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate tectonics; rocks, weathering and soils; weather and climate, including the change in climate from the Ice Age to the present; and glaciation, hydrology and coasts”.  I agree with the NC – surely, every student should know about one of the principle forces affecting their everyday lives on planet Earth.
The reason for the timing is triple;
1. We spread the fieldwork projects across the year at KS3 to reduce the burden on staff – planning the projects, the administration and the marking of the finished product is hard work.  
2. This project works best in spring, with more variable weather giving more extreme results across the 4 yards.
3. We want the students early on to see the practical applications of Geography – hence one of the first major bits of work they do.

Atlas and Map skills – basic Geographic skills
Geography is about location.  It is about being able to interpret and understand space and spatially organised data.  This unit underpins a lot of what we do throughout KS3, 4 and even 5, and hence is a core unit to study at the start of the student’s lives in school.  We return to the basic skills taught in this unit throughout other units too.  The students arrive at very different stages in their experience with OS maps and Atlas maps, some have no experience, others a great deal through school, scouts or cadets (etc.).  This course provides them all with a grounding or revision in these core skills. In terms of the NC – “Geographical skills and fieldwork:
 build on their knowledge of globes, maps and atlases and apply and develop this knowledge routinely in the classroom and in the field
 interpret Ordnance Survey maps in the classroom and the field, including using grid references and scale, topographical and other thematic mapping, and aerial and satellite photographs”


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	
See schemes of work for key topics.

Anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these
· Climate -  the difference between weather and climate and why it is important – dealt with via lesson materials, watching weather reports and key definitions
· Microclimates – conducting a scientific investigation, the students may have never done this.  There are clear project sheets outlining what a science investigation involves and lessons cover every element.  We also provide project checklists at the end.  Data collection done in class time.
· Atlas and Map skills – basic Geographic skills – the major issue here is applying coordinates to a map, scale, height and measuring distance – we have overlays for the maps for coordinates, string for measuring distance and use practical demonstrations in the Atrium to explain some of the concepts.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	1. Weather and climate basics
Temperature, weather, climate, humidity, pollution, microclimate, forest, lake, pressure, synoptic chart
2. Microclimates fieldwork project
Introduction, methodology, presentation, analysis, conclusions, evaluation, shelter, prevailing wind, surfaces, local geography, microclimates, 
3. Atlas and Map skills – basic Geographic skills
4 figure grid reference, 6 figure grid reference, coordinates, height, spot height, contour, gradient, steep, gentle, relief, Atlas, Northing, Easting, distance, degrees, minutes, Equator, Tropics


	Plan for Assessment 

	1. Weather and climate test – % awarded, marked with teacher feedback provided
2. Microclimates fieldwork project - % awarded based on 5 key skill areas – Introducing a geographic study, methodology, presenting data, analysing data, concluding.  We are considering allowing the students to mark the first 3 areas using a guidance sheet, then the Teacher to check that and mark the analysis and evaluations next year.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Map and Atlas skills – a mid-unit test exclusively on OS maps then an overview test on both OS maps and Atlas skills at the end.  Staff should be fully engaged in lessons helping students and checking their skills.
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