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Year Group: 7

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Autumn Term

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	1. An introduction to Geography
2. Earth History and Tectonics


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	This is the student’s first experience of Geography since transition from Primary school.  Some arrive with little experience of the subject as a discrete discipline and some arrive with negative attitudes.  The students should have an understanding of the KS2 national Curriculum, but our experience is that this is patchy at best. They should have covered areas including locational knowledge of Europe and North and South America, UK Geography, basics of latitude and longitude, concepts of ecosystems, biomes, water cycle, volcanoes and earthquakes, rivers and mountains, settlements, resources, economic activity and skills -  fieldwork, using maps and Atlases, compass directions, GIS.

More will be added here once provided by SLT.  However, I have been involved with some schools already on the changes that are taking place at KS2 with our feeder schools via a meeting and via email with other colleagues.  Big changes are coming to the benefit of KS3 geography in high schools.


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic and the timing

An introduction to Geography
The students need to know what Geography actually is, as they often cannot even define the word.  This is a simple introduction to what we will do in Year 7 and beyond and what different types of Geography there are.  It also introduces the idea of how Geography permeates the lives of the students. The timing of this introduction lesson is self-explanatory.  Students need to know what Geography is and all of the discipline areas it covers before we can break it down into component parts and study it.  This single lesson provides the big picture.

Earth History and Tectonics
Earth history and Tectonics appear as one of the core Physical Geography concepts on the KS3 national Curriculum document “physical geography relating to: geological timescales and plate tectonics; rocks, weathering and soils; weather and climate, including the change in climate from the Ice Age to the present; and glaciation, hydrology and coasts”.  I agree with the NC – surely, every student should know about one of the principle forces affecting their everyday lives on planet Earth. It offers huge amounts of opportunities to describe and explain physical processes on planet Earth and how those affect human activity. Human – physical interactions are also studied and it is topical, a huge range of current news stories and GIS data packages exist too.  

This is another imagination grabber, a topic that really captures the enthusiasm of many students hence its location at this point in the year.  The skills assessed are allow us to gain a view of what the students are capable of and they are slightly different to those in the microclimates unit, so we will end up with a broad view the students ability.


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	
See schemes of work for key concepts.

Anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these
· Tectonics – visualising what is going on in the centre of the Earth and along plate margins – we use a variety of videos and diagrams to help the students with this.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	1. An introduction to Geography
Geography, physical geography, human geography, environmental geography, geology
2. Earth History and Tectonics
Earth History, Geology, geological timescale, Quaternary, Jurassic, big bang, plate margins, core, mantle, crust (oceanic and continental), convection currents, earthquakes, volcanoes, pyroclastic flows, tsunami, seismographs, management, resources, minerals


	Plan for Assessment 

	1. [bookmark: _GoBack]An introduction to Geography – Baseline test.
2. Earth History and Tectonics – written assessment as a % on the Mt Nyiragongo – evaluative writing.  End of Unit test too to provide summative assessment in the half term before Christmas
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