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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Three

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	Tragedy 
· Students will continue to develop their understanding of the tragic genre
· They will continue to explore the ideas about Tragedy in Aristotle’s Poetics and they will discuss and explore how the genre and perceptions of it have shifted through time
· They will study Shakespeare’s King Lear through the lens of tragedy, focusing closely on the end of the play and on key characters.  

Crime 
· Students will develop an understanding of the crime genre and the key elements of this genre
· They will discuss and explore how this genre has shifted though time 
· They have completed their study of either Agatha Christie’s The Murder of Roger Ackroyd OR Graham Greene’s Brighton Rock through the lens of Tragedy (NB for Y12 2021-22, LHR will teach TMORA therefore subsequent references in this curriculum plan will be to this text)
· They will continue to be exposed to unseen crime fiction extracts, exploring different elements of the genre according to the focus of the extract
· Poetry:   
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NEA
· The will be introduced to critical lenses as part of preparation for the NEA, and closely guided to formulate questions and write up their responses.  

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	Tragedy 
· Students have studied Macbeth at GCSE and therefore have an understanding of ideas such as the tragic hero, hubris, the reversal of fortune, the fatal flaw etc which will be developed through their study of Lear 
· Students in studying Macbeth, have studied the context of James I, the events or and prior to 1606 which influenced Shakespeare’s writing of both Macbeth and Lear in that year, and associated ideas of Kingship, nation, unity, order and chaos, familial bonds and ideas about gender.

Crime 
· At GCSE students have not necessarily studied the crime genre although they may have touched upon elements eg the role of the detective if they have studied An Inspector Calls, or The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time 
· They have studied substantial whole prose texts at GCSE and KS3, and therefore know they key elements of studying a novel including discussion of genre, plot, characterisation, setting, themes, structure and should feel confident in applying this terminology as well as confident in identifying the authors methods. 


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
Tragedy
· King Lear was chosen as our choice of text from the options offered by AQA for a number of reasons.  
· It is a canonically significant text, which, the critic Emma Smith has argued, has surpassed other tragedies in terms of significance in the 21st century because of its themes of nihilism, despair, old age and the relationship between man and nature. Like all of Shakespeare and all tragedies, it offers an insight into the human condition. 
· Our students already have an in depth understanding of the context of Shakespeare’s writing in 1606 given their study of Macbeth in KS4, therefore the study of Lear affords them the opportunity to develop their understanding of this period 
Crime  
· The Murder of Roger Ackroyd was chosen as our choice of text from the options offered by AQA for a number of reasons. 
· Christie is a canonically significant writer who had a significant impact on the crime genre. 
· Ackroyd is acknowledge as “the ultimate detective novel” and is a well-known and controversial piece of literature
· Its methods such as the innovative twist and unreliable narrator have had a significant impact on the genre.  
· Unseen crime fiction extracts are a compulsory element of the course, but they also add breadth and depth to students’ understanding of the genre and, and consolidate elements of crime fiction that they are introduced to in The Murder of Roger Ackroyd 

Rationale for timing of this topic
Tragedy 
· A secure understanding of the tragic elements underpins every element of the Paper 1 therefore it is vital that students have a solid foundation in their knowledge of the genre which will go onto underpin their study of further texts studied through the lens of tragedy in Y13 (Richard II and The Great Gatsby)
· King Lear is the dominant text in Paper 1 with 2 out of three essay questions centering upon Lear – either a traditional essay question or an extract based question.  


Crime 
· A secure understanding of the crime elements underpins every element of the Paper 2 therefore it is vital that students have a solid foundation in their knowledge of the genre which will go onto underpin their study of further texts studied through the lens of crime later in y12 and in Y13 (Crabbe, Browning and Wilde Poetry, Atonement and Unseen crime)

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	Tragedy 
In their study of King Lear students will explore the following key concepts: 
· The nature of classical tragedy about public figures – Lear and his family 
· the settings for the tragedy, both places and times
· the journey towards death of the Lear, his flaws, pride and folly, their blindness and insight, their discovery and learning, their being a mix of good and evil
· the role of the tragic villains or opponent (Edmund, Goneril, Regan, Cornwall) who directly affects the fortune of the hero, who engage in a contest of power and is partly responsible for the hero’s demise
· the presence of fate, how the hero’s end is inevitable
· how the behaviour of the hero affects the world around him, creating chaos and affecting the lives of others
· the significance of violence and revenge, humour and moments of happiness
· the structural pattern of the text as it moves through complication to catastrophe, from order to disorder, through climax to resolution, from the prosperity and happiness of the hero to the tragic end
· the use of plots and sub-plots
· the way that language is used to heighten the tragedy
· ultimately how the tragedy affects the audience, acting as a commentary on the real world, moving the audience through pity and fear to an understanding of the human condition.

· Crime 
· In their study of The Murder or Roger Ackroyd, students will explore the following key concepts: 
· the type of the crime text itself, whether it is detective fiction, 
· the setting that are created as backdrops for criminal action and for the pursuit of the perpetrators of crime: 
· the nature of the crimes and the criminals, the criminals’ motives and actions
· the inclusion of violence, murder, theft, betrayal
· the detection of the criminal and the investigation that leads to his or her capture or punishment
· how far there is a moral purpose and restoration of order
· guilt and remorse, confession and the desire for forgiveness
· the creation of the criminal and their nemesis, the typical detective hero
· the sense that there will be a resolution and the criminal will be punished
· the victims of crime and the inclusion of suffering
· the central motifs of love, money, danger and death
· punishment, justice, retribution, injustice, accusation, imprisonment, death
· the structural patterning of the text as it moves through a series of crises to some sense of order
· the specific focus on plotting
· the way that language is used in the world that is created; there may be use of a criminal register, legal register, police register
· the way that crime writing is used to comment on society, particularly the representation of society at particular historical periods
· ultimately, how crime stories affect audiences and readers, creating suspense, repugnance, excitement and relief.


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Tragedy:  classical tragedy, tragic hero, anagnorisis, peripeteia, hamartia, hubris, fatal flaw, catharsis, unities of plot, place and time, chorus, absurd, Machiavellian, pathos, poetic justice  

Crime: motifs, register, suspense, relief, justice, plotting, denouement, moral purpose 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· Students will complete regular formal assessments as per the assessment plan and recorded in tracker 
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