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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: One

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students are taught ‘Macbeth’ by William Shakespeare. They will have studied this up to at least Act 1 and will resume their teaching of the text. 
· Students are taught historical, social and authorial contexts to help shape their understanding of the play.
· Students are taught the play so they fully understand the characters, settings and ideas.
· Students will also revise unseen poetry, responding to two unseen poems connected in topic. 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· From Y10 students will know the plot of the play, key characters and thematic developments within Act 1. 
· From Y10 students will know core contextual elements such as the supernatural within a Jacobean setting, masculinity and femininity within Jacobean society, the chivalric code and the divine right of kings. 
· Knowledge of language analysis: focusing on the types of words and techniques the writer uses and developing the ability to analyse this in detail. 
· Knowledge of application of context: applying relevant contextual knowledge to a text and explaining how this explores the values at the time the text was written
· Key dramatic terminology: play, act, scene, monologue, soliloquy, dialogue, stage direction, character, plot
· Key poetic terminology: poem, poet, voice, stanza, verse, rhyme, structure, imagery
· Key terminology: noun, verb, adverb, adjective, simile, metaphor, personification, dialogue, structure, beginning, middle, end, pathetic fallacy, foreshadowing, alliteration, onomatopoeia, imagery, trochaic tetrameter, iambic pentameter, allusion, juxtaposition. This terminology has been reinforced throughout KS3 in a variety of units such as Y9 poetry, 19th century novel and non-fiction as well as in Y10.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
Macbeth:
· Macbeth is one Shakespeare’s seminal plays and is a central part of the English Literary Canon. It acts a vehicle for the study of tragedy. The play also allows students to explore universally relevant themes such as power, ambition, violence, loyalty, betrayal, bravery and evil.
· Macbeth is a challenging text that provides scope for differentiation for all abilities.
· The play is considered to be in the canon of great literature, and we think students should understand what this means and why Macbeth is considered canonical.
· The play has a clear moral message that enables students to explore the importance of choices and the lure of power. 
Unseen poetry:
· Choices of unseen poetry create opportunities to study a diverse range of writers and poems, helping to raise cultural capital as well as honing skills of analysis. They enable students to appreciate a range of topics and perspectives they would not encounter in their anthology cluster. 

Rationale for timing of this topic
Macbeth:
· Students complete at least the first Act of Macbeth in Term 3 of Y10. Beginning with this in Y11 is a natural continuation
· Shakespeare is arguably the most complex and challenging text taught for GCSE Literature and is well placed later on within the two year course.
· By this point we feel students have a strong grasp of literary concepts and terminology as well as linguistic and structural terms. They are well placed to now apply these to a Shakespeare. 
Unseen poetry:
· Students concluded Y10 with a focus on unseen poetry and returning to this towards the ends of half term 1 helps to reinforce key skills and the structure of this section. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	Macbeth:
· Students will read the play to at least Act 4 if not beyond and understand and be able to recall plot, character, theme and key quotations linked to each. 
· Students will recap core contextual knowledge taught in Y10 such as supernatural within a Jacobean setting, masculinity and femininity within Jacobean society, the chivalric code and the divine right of kings. They will recognise their relevance throughout the play and be able to apply these at different points in the play.  
· Students will continually recap and revise key quotations taught in Y10 and link these to different points of the play, evaluating their significance across the play as a whole.
· Contextually, new information will be taught such as the allusion to Tarquin, the significance of Hecate and the unification of England under James I.
· Students will learn the elements of tragedy and will know and be able to explain how Macbeth fits within this genre. 
· Any gaps in knowledge will be addressed through regular quizzes in class and for homework. 
Unseen poetry:
· Students will revise the structure of paper 2 section C and practise responding to two unseen poems.

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Stichomythia, ornithological, metonymy, synecdoche, prose, free verse, tragedy, catharsis, hamartia, equivocation
Students will also recap terminology studied in Y10.

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· Formal assessment – students complete essay and will be awarded a mark out of 30 and 4 for SPG. Both marks are to be recorded in teacher planners and a central tracker. 
· Students will receive overall whole class feedback indicating strengths, areas for improvements and spellings to learn. Students will receive and respond to one individual target. 
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