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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: One

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students will read the culturally significant text ‘Of Mice and Men’ by John Steinbeck in full.  
· Students explore all aspects of the novel including plot, structure, thematic development, characterisation and close analysis of the texts. 
· Within the topic students will read and analyse character, theme and whole text structure as well as zooming in on close analysis in individual extracts.
· Students will use thematic explorations to deliver a spoken presentation, developing their skills of oracy. 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Knowledge of the workings of a whole text: character, theme, plot and structure.
· Knowledge of language analysis: focusing on the types of words and techniques the writer uses and developing the ability to explain this in detail. 
· Key terminology: protagonist, antagonist, setting, plot, characterisation, foreshadowing, context, animal imagery, symbolism

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· This scheme introduces students to the work of Steinbeck through reading the culturally significant text Of Mice and Men. It explores how a text is influenced by its context with a focus on how gender, race and socio-economic factors affected society in 1930’s America: it explores the history of slavery and racism, economic deprivation and the ideology of the American Dream. Study of the text allows for exploration of philosophical questions such as the true nature of dreams, the portrayal and perception of women and the dangers of loneliness of isolation. Through this text students evaluate the inner workings of the ranch and how this acts as a microcosm for society as a whole. 
· Students focus on the symbolism, setting and metaphor and how this is used throughout the text. Students explore characterisation and how this develops across the novel. Study will also focus on Steinbeck’s use of structure both within extracts and across the novel, looking at the impact of the narrative structure and how and why Steinbeck structures the text in this way. Therefore, students are able to develop their core skills of literary analysis. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Study of this novel as a whole helps to prepare students for their GCSE English Literature enabling them to see the progression of characters, themes and ideas across a novel; this prepares students for the whole text thematic analysis needed at Key Stage Four as well as the focus on close exploration of well selected textual detail. 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· This topic is the first in Year 9 and immediately elevates the level of challenge needed in Year 9 in preparation for GCSE year, both in the challenging nature of the text and emotional maturity needed to explore its more adult themes. 
· This topic aims to build on work in Y8 where students finish the year studying a novel in full. 
· Students are able to build on their understanding of race and prejudice as a significant literary influences, as explored in Identity poetry in Y7.  

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Students will know and understand key contextual points that influenced Steinbeck such as racism, sexism, poverty, the Great Depression and the American Dream. 
· Students will be able to make precise links between the text and its context, pinpointing how the text is placed within its contemporary context as well as considering modern interpretations of the novella. 
· Students will know and be able to articulate understanding of all characters and events in the novel as well as summarising the plot in detail. 
· Students will evaluate the origins of the novella’s title and its purpose. 
· Students will know and understand the use of animal imagery throughout the novel and the significance of this within Steinbeck’s characterisation.  
· Students will explore key characters in significant depth, being able to explore Steinbeck’s presentation of the character and how this changes and develops over the novel as a whole
· They will be able to analyse the role of setting and how Golding uses this at different points in the novel.
· They will be able to explore symbolism within the novel (e.g. the animals and what they symbolise, the copy of the California Civil Code) and draw links between how Steinbeck uses these symbols and the wider ideas within the novel. 
· They will be able to identify a wide range of language techniques and clearly explain the use of these devices
· They will consider why class and oppression is such a canonically significant topic and evaluate why these concepts continue to inspire poets and writers

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Prejudice
· Protagonist
· Antagonist
· Ideology – The American Dream
· Animal imagery
· Motif
· Symbolism
· Foreshadowing
· Class system
· Loneliness and isolation
· Juxtaposition
· Setting
· Metaphor
· Power
· Context
· Characterisation
· Linear
· Microcosm
· Euphemism
· Oppression
· Idyll 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· Formal assessment – students complete one formal reading assessment in this unit and one spoken presentation. 
· Teachers are to record centrally 1 single mark out of 30 for the final assessed essay. Feedback on the work should indicate a strength of the essay and an area to develop in line with the KS3 frameworks. 
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