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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Two  

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	
· Students are introduced to the study of 19th century prose through their study of Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. (NB very low ability students may study an abridged and simplified version of the text).  
· They are introduced to the gothic genre and associated conventions. 
· They explore the creation of tension and the use of foreshadowing in the novel and other related texts and aim to use these methods skilfully in their own writing. 
· They explore relevant contextual themes eg science, religion, exploration and explore these ideas in their own writing. 


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Knowledge of how to engage with literature and form a personal response based on evidence based on all work on literature so far.
· Knowledge of language analysis: focusing on the words and phrases the writer uses and the effect created on the reader – building and developing on technical approach of KS2 to achieve a more holistic consideration of effect. 
· Key literary terminology: genre, genre conventions, author, reader, setting, character, theme, reader, context. 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· Students will study 19th century literature throughout their time at St Mary’s in KS3 and in KS4.  It is important that students are introduced to literature from this period in a way which emphasises it’s cultural and aesthetic value and makes it seem accessible, relevant, memorable and enjoyable.  Students will then go on to study a range of other 19th century writers as they move through the school, such as Arthur Conan Doyle, Robert Louis Stevenson and Charles Dickens. 
· The novel Frankenstein is culturally and canonically significant and has a significant literary legacy.  
· The novel draws upon ideas from classical literature and mythology, most notably the myth of Prometheus, which is still a pertinent idea in our times. 
· The novel provides a means for students to explore “big questions” about human nature, including questions about science, power, responsibility, nature, and knowledge. 
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· The idea of Frankenstein’s monster, and monsters in general, is one that many students will be familiar with from popular culture.  The novel is therefore well placed as introductory texts 19th century and the gothic. 
· The language of the text is perhaps more challenging then texts previously studied in Y7, due to the nature of 19th century syntax and vocabulary, so this text is well placed at the end of the year. 
 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Students will be introduced to the gothic genre and its conventions and origins. 
· Students will know the plot, characters, settings and themes of the novel
· They will explore how language is used in the novel to create atmosphere and tension and will aim to replicate this in their own creative writing. 
· They will explore how foreshadowing is used in Frankenstein and other gothic texts such as The Tell Tale Heart by Poe. 
· They will explore the Myth of Prometheus and use this as inspiration for their own creative writing. 
· They will look at contextual details of Mary Shelley’s life, developments in science and exploration, and the significance of the bodysnatchers Burke and Hare as background to the text. 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· gothic, allegory, foreshadowing, tension, narrative structure, allusion, rhetoric


	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· Formal assessment – students complete one formal reading and one formal writing assessment in this unit. 
· Teachers are to record centrally 1 single mark out of 30 for the final assessed essay and a mark out of 40 for the writing task. Teachers may choose to record the marks in their planner. Feedback on the work should indicate a strength of the essay and an area to develop in line with the KS3 frameworks. 
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