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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: One 

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students are introduced to the Dystopian genre. 
· Students explore important dystopian texts from across a wide time scale, from HG Wells, George Orwell and Ray Bradbury to contemporary writers such as Suzanne Collins, Malorie Blackman and Margaret Atwood.  They consider the difference between dystopian writing and science fiction.  Students also explore the dystopian genre through art and film.  
· At each stage, students write their own dystopian stories, inspired by the texts they have read, and by issues such as environmental disaster and artificial intelligence.  Students also have the chance to explore non fiction texts and to write their own non fiction text arguing whether or not we already live in a dystopian world.   The culmination of the Scheme of Work is a Y7 dystopian writing competition, with prizes awarded in assembly.  

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Knowledge of how to engage with literature and form a personal response based on evidence based on all work on literature so far.
· Knowledge of language analysis: focusing on the words and phrases the writer uses and the effect created on the reader – building and developing on technical approach of KS2 to achieve a more holistic consideration of effect. 
· Key literary terminology: narrator, setting, character, theme, reader, context. 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· The idea of dystopia encapsulates many bigger moral and political questions which student can explore through the chosen texts, such as power, free will, freedom, equality, justice and individual responsibility, which prepares them for later years when they will engage with “big ideas” in both Language and Literature. 
· The variety of extracts chosen provide scope for differentiation for all abilities
· The texts chosen are varied and include contemporary teenage fiction and older texts from the literary canon, introducing students to what we mean by Literature. 
· Some of the texts chosen, for example, 1984, are culturally significant and canonical.  We think students should know these texts and their broader cultural legacies. 
· Some of the texts chosen also make references to race and equality.  Writers covered are both male and female, and from diverse cultural backgrounds, reflecting the great cultural diversity of the school.  
Rationale for timing of this topic
· This scheme of work introduces students to English at St Mary’s and is therefore designed to be exciting, challenging and memorable.
· The unit offers to opportunity to build and develop upon the more technical approach of KS2 to achieve a more holistic consideration of effect.
· The unit aims to develop students as writers, developing their understanding of audience, genre and effect from KS2. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Students will know and understand the origins of the terms dystopia and utopia. 
· They will understand the idea of genre and be able to give examples of different genres.  They will understand what we mean by genre conventions. 
· They will explore why the dystopian genre is so popular and explore its relationship with current issues such as environmental disaster and artificial intelligence. They will therefore begin to explore the relationship between a text and its context. 
· They will explore dystopian imagery in literature as well as in art and film, and will use the work of Banksy to inspire their own dystopian writing. 
· They will explore extracts from novels and short stories and analyse them in terms of language, structure and theme. 
· They will explore how writers create and construct character and will create their own dystopian protagonists. 
· They will explore how writers structure their texts and plan and write their own short stories. 
· They will explore some of the conventions of non fiction texts and create their own non fiction texts in relation to the themes explored in the unit. 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Dystopia
· Utopia
· Genre
· Science Fiction 
· Protagonist
· Antagonist 
· Totalitarian 
· Genre Conventions
· Metaphor
· Simile
· Sibilance
· Personification
· Pathetic fallacy 


	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· Formal assessment – students complete one formal reading and one formal writing assessment in this unit. 
· Teachers are to record centrally 1 single mark out of 30 for the final assessed essay and a mark out of 40 for the writing task . Teachers may choose to record the marks in their planner. Feedback on the work should indicate a strength of the essay and an area to develop in line with the KS3 frameworks. 
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