[image: ]St Mary’s Catholic School
Department Curriculum Planning
Department: 

Year Group: 12 (2021) 

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Spring

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students are introduced to set text one; Machinal by Sophie Treadwell 
· Students continue their work on live theatre in the form of a trip

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Knowledge of different genre, styles and play texts 
· Knowledge of the impact of theatre makers in live production 
· Knowledge of analysis and evaluation of live theatre both within peers and professional work 
· Knowledge of how to respond to stimulus and develop original theatre 
· Basic knowledge of practioner influence upon professional and devised theatre 
· Knowledge from summer work about the themes in Machinal 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· Students study Machial as part of component three of the A Level. Students will know and understand the characteristics and context of the whole play and develop knowledge and understanding of how theatre is developed and performed and impacted for an audience 
· Students are required to see a live production as part of component three of the A Level. This allows students to develop their skills in analysis and evaluation of live theatre and the contribution of others including professional theatre makers. Students are also required to respond to a statement about the role of live theatre in society today, therefore seeing a live production early on is essential to be able to do this 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Machinal is a set text and worth 36 marks on the written paper. The text is taught in it’s entirety this half term in order to secure textual and contextual knowledge before exam technique is taught.
· Students should see live theatre in term one in order to develop their skills in analysis and evaluation of other, which in turn will develop their understanding of developing their own theatre. The trip in the autumn inspires and engages the students to begin to tackle challenging statements and give a personal viewpoint as a valued audience member. Seeing theatre in the autumn term also serves to influence students own performance work and their understanding of page to stage in Machinal 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Students will be introduced to the social, cultural and historical context (SCH) of Machinal by Sophie Treadwell. Students will be able to make links between the world today and that of 1920s New York City in order to develop a personal interpretation of character, plot and design 
· Students will understand writer intentions and the social and political message of the play 
· Students will understand and be able to practically convey the differences between the characters in Machinal 
· Students will explore aural and visual elements, characterisation, SCH context, language, objectives, form and genre of Machinal in a practical form 
· Students will be re-introduced to the role of the theatre maker in live professional performance and will understand their importance in the grand scheme of the success of the performance 
· Students will develop their own voce as a valued theatre audience member and develop debate skills in response to statements such as “theatre today says nothing to young people” 
· Students will continue to develop a critical voice and continue to think and write in the role of an active audience member 
· Students will know the impact of performance elements and analyse and evaluate them in the context of seeing a live show
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students will begin to develop their critical voice based on seeing another genre of theatre, successfully comparing and contrasting to the play seen last term 









	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	Form, style, practitioners, epic theatre, v-effect, alienation technique, method acting, naturalism, objectives, obstacles, theatre of cruelty, expressionism, episodic, abstract

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment in ongoing through classwork and homework
· Informal assessment is ongoing each practical lesson by teachers and peers
· Students will sit a formal assessment in the shape of component one devising with written feedback given 
· Students will sit a classroom based live theatre assessment in the form of a 20 mark sample exam question from sec A of the component three exam  
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