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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Drama 

Year Group: 9

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Three (April - July)  

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students revisit the key drama techniques through the theme of Gangs
· Students introduced to script performance work
· Students explore their second texts The Great Gatbsy (play version) and DNA 
· Through all topics students will recap drama techniques, learn about new techniques and apply drama techniques independently in their work 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· In the Gangs topic, we refresh the drama techniques explored in term 2 of year 9. Therefore there is prior knowledge of the dramatic techniques and stagecraft 
· Students have no knowledge of The Great Gatsby and DNA therefore character, plot and social, cultural and historical contexts are taught throughout the topic 
· Students have prior experience of reading play texts so the appearance of a play text will be familiar. In the three play text topics, students have had experience of rehearsing script work and following lines from the page 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
· The Great Gatsby: A popular story, with a play adaptation. Opportunities for interesting character development including Stanislavski’s objectives and tension in the plot. An interesting exploration of status and hierarchy is explored through the plot and characters
· DNA: A popular play text on the GCSE set text list. Students can relate to this modern play and themes. Allows for exploration of characters close to the student’s age, which nicely contrasts Gatsby 
· Gangs: This topic helps to extend students own moral compass and extend students cultural capital
· Script work: This is included towards the end of year 9 as students have refined and developed skill in performing devised work throughout the year and now transfer that skill to applying vocal and physical skills to characters created by playwrights. At GCSE there is a performance from script component, therefore this prepares students who have selected the subject as an option in Year 10


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Gatsby: Students watch clips from the movie and read key scenes. Students are introduced to the concept of the American Dream, status and hierarchy in a 1920s setting, character objectives and goals and tension and raising the stakes as a performer. Vocal and physical skills in characterisation is a key focus in performance work. 
· DNA: Students read the whole play and they are introduced to characters, plot, recap how to read a play-text, interpretation of role, themes, playwright intentions, moral compass. 
· Gangs: students will use role play skills that have been developed during 7 deadly sins to develop their ideas on various forms of conflict (Bosnian war, Romeo and Juliet, domestic abuse, mental illness) New drama techniques, such as narration will be introduced as well as new genre of documentary drama 
· Script: Students are introduced to 6 different extracts from contrasting time periods, styles and playwrights allowing students to discover styles that suit and complement their own acting style and skills 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· [bookmark: _GoBack] Characterisation, objectives, obstacles, super objective, methods, character study, playwright intentions, character dilemma, social historical context, moral compass, genre, style

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work, peer assessment tasks. 
· Formal assessment. This term students will be assessed on their devised group performance. They are assessed individually on their application of performance skills in the devised piece. 
· Teachers give a mark out of 20 which is generated based on the success criteria and developed from a GCSE performance mark scheme  







Remember 
This is a planning process, so if the completion of these plans reveals aspects of work that need refining, changing, re-writing altogether then this makes this a worthwhile process. Our ultimate aim is to ensure students are taught a curriculum that is engaging, challenging, and provides students with best knowledge and skill-set to allow them to excel in school, and then beyond.
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