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Department: Drama 

Year Group: 9

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Two (January - March)  

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students revisit the key drama techniques through the theme of conflict 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Students are taught how to devise extended pieces of drama through the devising topic 
· Students are introduced to text using Blood Brothers by Willy Russell 
· Through all topics students will recap drama techniques, learn about new techniques and apply drama techniques independently in their work 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· In conflict topic, we refresh the drama techniques learned in term one of year 9. Therefore there is prior knowledge of the dramatic techniques and stagecraft 
· Students have no knowledge of Blood Brothers by Willy Russell and therefore it is a new text taught from scratch 
· Within the devising topic students have understanding and skills to devise smaller pieces of drama, which will be a good starting point for learning how to devise extended group pieces 
 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
· Blood Brothers: A classic set text at GCSE, Blood Brothers is the natural first text to teach due to the themes, characters and plot. It also helps to set the tone for GCSE Drama as it is taught in year 10 and 11.
· Conflict: Conflict is a more mature topic, with various examples from fictional text based conflict to real life stories. After studying Blood Brothers with themes of tension/conflict and Segregation, students have a developed understanding of how to portray conflict on stage and therefore can take skills earned within those topic and begin to develop their physical and vocal performances 
· Devising:  Devising is the springboard all required skills in drama; group work, developing theatre, analysis and evaluation, understanding roles within the theatre 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Devising: The devising process is taught through a series of lessons and activities. Students learn how to develop original drama step by step. The concept of ensemble within theatre is introduced as a tool to allow students to contemplate roles other than “main parts”. Contrast and juxtaposition is introduced to help students consider how to use drama techniques effectively in their original theatre. Excellent practice from year 10 drama is shared with students before they begin their own original theatre 
· Blood Brothers: Students read the whole play and they are introduced to characters, plot, how to read a play-text, new techniques such as angel and devil to explore a character dilemma, interpretation of role, themes, playwright intentions, social historical context. 
· Conflict: students will use role play skills that have been developed during 7 deadly sins to develop their ideas on various forms of conflict (Bosnian war, Romeo and Juliet, domestic abuse, mental illness) New drama techniques, such as narration will be introduced as well as new genre of documentary drama 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	·  Ensemble, interpretation, physical and vocal skills , character study, playwright intentions, character dilemma, social historical context, Margaret Thatcher 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work, peer assessment tasks. 
· Formal assessment. This term students will be assessed on their devised group performance. They are assessed individually on their application of performance skills in the devised piece. 
· Teachers give a mark out of 20 which is generated based on the success criteria and developed from a GCSE performance mark scheme  







Remember 
This is a planning process, so if the completion of these plans reveals aspects of work that need refining, changing, re-writing altogether then this makes this a worthwhile process. Our ultimate aim is to ensure students are taught a curriculum that is engaging, challenging, and provides students with best knowledge and skill-set to allow them to excel in school, and then beyond.

image1.png




