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Department: Drama 

Year Group: 9

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: One (September- December)  

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students explore the Seven Deadly Sins alongside key drama techniques 
· Students are taught about Segregation in the 1950s in America 
· Through all topics students will learn and apply drama techniques in their work 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· In the Seven Deadly Sins topic, we refresh the drama techniques learned in Years 7 & 8. Therefore there is prior knowledge of the basic techniques and stagecraft 
· Students have prior understanding of the Rosa Parks story from History and RE lessons, which is introduced in te first lesson of the Segregation topic 
 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
· Seven Deadly Sins is a nice introductory topic in Year 9 as it allows for 6 stand alone lessons (we do not explore Lust) and this is a good way to allow students to revise a different technique each lesson alongside a different sin. Students have now selected Drama as an option so this first half term is dedicated to re-introducing techniques and allowing students to begin to explore them in a more detailed and independent way through these lessons 

· Segregation is a more mature topic with real historical context and it allows for more mature moral discussion and debate. Within this topic we develop the Rosa Parks story to explore the fictional characters seen in the novel/movie ‘The Help’. This then springboards students into their first assessment which is to write and perform a monologue 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	Seven Deadly Sins: We explore all sins excluding lust; envy, sloth, pride, greed, gluttony, wrath. Within each lesson a different drama technique is explored in detail; thought track, body as a prop, narration, conscience alley, cliff-hanger and still image 
· Within Envy we introduce how to physicalise an emotion/feeling through vocal and physical skills. This terminology  is included heavily in the GCSE course. Within Sloth we introduce physical theatre through body as a prop, which is touched on lightly in Year 7, but is explored as a way to physicalise a concept in a different way. In pride we revisit physical and vocal skills alongside narration to encourage recall. In greed we explore conscience alley which has been touched on in Year 8. In Gluttony we further explore cliff-hangers which were explored at the end of Year 7. Within wrath we focus on still images to again remind students of the importance of physical skills. 

Segregation: Although we know students have prior knowledge of the Rosa Parks story from other subjects, the concept of segregation and the real-life story of Rosa Parks is introduced assuming no knowledge 

· During the exploration of the Rosa Parks story, we introduce a more difficult technique; marking the moment which combines techniques explored previous. In addition we use conscience alley again as a way of solidifying this technique for students. We move onto exploring the characters in The Help to show students varying attitudes during the 1950s in America which helps students to develop their own character for their first assessment which is to write, rehearse and perform a monologue. Apartheid in South Africa is introduced finally to show students this issue wasn’t unique to America. Angel and Devil is further explored to help students consider conscience and moral decisions 


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	·  Conscience, morals, sin, physical and vocal skills , segregation, apartheid, racism, monologue, character study 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work, peer assessment tasks. 
· Formal assessment. This term students will be assessed on their monologue performance. Students write a monologue in the role of either a white or black person in the 1950s in America. They are provided with a success criteria before  writing and rehearsing their monologue. They are assessed individually on the content of the monologue which will demonstrate their learning within the topic. They are assessed individually on their application of performance skills (their performance of the monologue) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Teachers give a mark out of 20 which is generated based on the success criteria and developed from a GCSE performance mark scheme  







Remember 
This is a planning process, so if the completion of these plans reveals aspects of work that need refining, changing, re-writing altogether then this makes this a worthwhile process. Our ultimate aim is to ensure students are taught a curriculum that is engaging, challenging, and provides students with best knowledge and skill-set to allow them to excel in school, and then beyond.
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