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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Drama 

Year Group: 8

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Two (February- July) 

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students explore War poetry  
· Students are taught the genre of Melodrama 
· Students explore stagecraft elements including vocal and physical skills to consolidate their learning in year 8  
· Through all topics students will learn and apply drama techniques in their work 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· All students explore War poetry at the same time in English, therefore the chosen poems are explored more theoretically before they bring the poems to life through drama 
· Students may not have heard the term Melodrama, but through carefully chosen examples presented in the first lesson, they will be able to identify popular movies, comics and TV series they will have seen that have melodramatic features 
· In the Stagecraft topic, students have regularly used all elements explored throughout the year, and therefore nothing is new; it is a consolidation of all prior taught skills and knowledge 
· Knowledge of drama techniques as taught in the first part of the year 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
· War poetry was selected in collaboration with the English department, in order to support the speaking and listening elements of the chosen curriculum. In addition, through project, students have explored poetry and presenting it in drama lessons, allows students to explore the events and characters within the chosen poems, as well as learning/demonstrating prior knowledge about WW1 and WW2. Therefore there are cross curricular links with English and History. 
· Melodrama is a fun genre which all students can connect with. It features stock characters which students will be familiar with. It also teaches importance of non-verbal communication, which is something that is explored with more emphasis in year 9 in preparation for year 10 and encourages more thoughtful performances (rather than a focus on storyline which can often be the case in younger students). It is an important genre which can be applied to year 9 devised work. 
· The final topic features consolidation of key vocal and physical skills, which prepares students for further study in year 9, where such skills will be explored in greater detail. 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· War Poetry is taught in the second part of the year to allow increasing maturity levels, as the work completed needs to be sensitive and mature. The timing has also been considered in light of studying Macbeth prior as they are comfortable using text and stimulus, as it requires more independence and imagination.
Melodrama is selected for exploration at this point in the year due to the more grotesque and exaggerated nature of this style of acting. Students, by this point will be comfortable performing in front of their peers, will have a strong and confident grasp of the drama techniques and elements and are well equipped to confidently explore mime and exaggerated characters. 
· As the final topic, it makes sense to consolidate skills and knowledge and begin to use language seen in GCSE, which is filtered down into teaching in year 9. Students have spent a year exploring vocal and physical skills under umbrella topics, and this final topic helps students to revise, recall and explore the skills independently. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· War Poetry:  Students are taught about the rationale in our nation behind remembrance and explore what life was like in the trenches during WW1. They are presented with In Flanders Fields, The Target and the true story of Desmond Doss as stimulus for devised responses. Students explore the impact of propaganda on young recruits and explore the family reactions to children/fathers going to war. Students experiment with the power of propaganda in their devised work
· Melodrama:. Students are introduced to silent movies and shown classic examples of 1910s short movies, using music as stimulus they are able to develop their own typical plotlines. They also evaluate the vocal and physical skills of silent movie performers. Examples in each lesson demonstrate so everyone is approaching the topic with the same level of knowledge. Students explore stock characters and produce their own melodramatic storylines, as well as looking at how melodrama still continues in modern entertainment today.
· Student explore posture, stance, proxemics, pace, pitch, tone, gesture and mannerisms 
In all topics, all drama techniques taught in year 7 and throughout year 8 are repeated as a way of revision and recall. New concepts will be introduced such as conscience alley and documentary/,news drama .   


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Aside, Melodrama, poetry performance,   tension, conscience alley, posture, stance, proxemics, pace, pitch, tone, gesture, mannerisms 
· 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work, peer assessment.
· Formal assessment. This term students will be given a scenario, a character brief and a suggested scene structure and will be given time to rehearse and prepare their own performance in response to the brief. All students will be provided with an assessment booklet which includes the success criteria they will be marked on. 
· Teachers are to record centrally on the department tracker one grade from A-D for effort and one mark from 1-4 for achievement. The mark from 1-4 is decided based on how much of the success criteria is achieved in group work and performance.  Feedback on the performance should be minimal indicating a strength of the group performance and an area to develop in line with the KS3 frameworks. 







Remember 
This is a planning process, so if the completion of these plans reveals aspects of work that need refining, changing, re-writing altogether then this makes this a worthwhile process. Our ultimate aim is to ensure students are taught a curriculum that is engaging, challenging, and provides students with best knowledge and skill-set to allow them to excel in school, and then beyond.
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