[image: ]St Mary’s Catholic School
Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Drama 

Year Group: 8

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: One (September – February) 

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students explore the topic of ‘FAME’ 
· Students are taught the story of Matilda by Roald Dahl 
· Students are taught the Shakespeare play Macbeth  
· Through all topics students will learn and apply drama techniques in their work 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· All students will have some understanding of what being famous is and what makes a celebrity 
· Knowledge of the basic storyline of Matilda and a knowledge of Roald Dahl’s characters would be desirable but not essential 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Prior knowledge fo Macbeth from studying in English 
· Knowledge of drama techniques as taught in year 7  

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
· Fame is a current hot topic in the age and society in which we live, particularly the young students we teach. This is explored at the beginning of year 8 to show progress in terms of more mature topics from year 7. This topic is always a work in progress with the ever-changing celebrity and media culture, therefore yearly, it is updated to be relevant to the culture at the time of teaching. 
· Matilda is chosen to help students begin to explore with established characters. Again, using something most students find familiar, students are able to experiment with exaggerated performance skills with some degree of awareness of the character traits in Roald Dahl’s stories. 
· Macbeth is another Shakespeare play which has interesting discussion points such as moral questions, power struggles, a mixture of fantasy and reality and mental health issues. It is slightly more challenging in terms of content than the Shakespeare topics from Year 7 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Fame draws students in at the beginning of Year 8 and also encourages much more opinion based debate and discussion which helps to encourage a lot more independence in year 8, showing a clear step up from year 7 drama
· Prior to teaching Matilda students have only explored already established characters through Shakespeare plays. Exaggerated characterisation in Roald Dahl’s stories requires a level of maturity, a deeper understanding of how performance skills can be used effectively and a level of feeling comfortable within classes and with peers. 
·  Macbeth is taught in Year 8 within English lessons so students will already have a degree of understanding of plot and character

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Fame: students are encouraged to discuss and foster an opinion about how healthy our nation’s obsession with fame, celebrity and social media can be. Students explore the concept of online ‘trolling’ and the consequences and impacts of this. Students explore media and the way headlines are constructed. The assumption is that all students have an awareness of fame, celebrity and social media, however all concepts are taught and explained with video clips as a way of modelling. 
· Matilda: Students explore the common features of Roald Dahl’s storytelling and characters, students use cross-cutting to present differences in Matilda’s treatment. Students explore physicality and non-verbal communication as a way of present exaggerated characters. Each character is explored with extracts from the text and video clips from the stage version of Matilda, therefore any lack of familiarity with roles is overcome through modelling. 
· Macbeth: Students experiment with different interpretations of the Witches, explore power struggles and think about the motivations and objectives of each character. They take the scenarios presented through text and use improvisation and devising to explore character and situations with their own interpretation. Students are presented with various ways that Macbeth’s witches has been presented through various theatre and TV/films and encouraged to create their own versions, encouraging creativity. Macebth is taught at the same time as English teach the text, therefore students have good knowledge when they begin this topic. 
In all topics, all drama techniques taught in year 7 and throughout year 8 are repeated as a way of revision and recall. New concepts will be introduced such as split staging and angel and devil.   


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Angel and Devil, split staging, exaggerated characterisation, analysis of meaning, evaluation  

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work, peer assessment.
· Formal assessment. This term students will be given a scenario, a character brief and a suggested scene structure and will be given time to rehearse and prepare their own performance in response to the brief. All students will be provided with an assessment booklet which includes the success criteria they will be marked on. 
· Teachers are to record centrally on the department tracker one grade from A-D for effort and one mark from 1-4 for achievement. The mark from 1-4 is decided based on how much of the success criteria is achieved in group work and performance.  Feedback on the performance should be minimal indicating a strength of the group performance and an area to develop in line with the KS3 frameworks. 







Remember 
This is a planning process, so if the completion of these plans reveals aspects of work that need refining, changing, re-writing altogether then this makes this a worthwhile process. Our ultimate aim is to ensure students are taught a curriculum that is engaging, challenging, and provides students with best knowledge and skill-set to allow them to excel in school, and then beyond.
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