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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Drama 

Year Group: 7

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Two (February – July)  

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students explore the life of the Evacuees during World War Two  
· Students are taught about the genre of Soap Operas 
· Students are taught the play Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
· Through all topics students will learn and apply drama techniques in their work 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Basic knowledge of the real life events from World War 2 would be beneficial but not essential 
· Knowledge of what makes a good performance, as taught achievement period 1  
· Knowledge of Soap Opera or TV dramas 
· Understanding of the plot of Romeo and Juliet would be helpful but not essential 
· Understanding of the basic drama skills taught in achievement period 1 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
· A mixture of historical, text based and genre based topics provides scope for differentiation for all abilities.
· A lot of students have knowledge of Evacuation during World War 2 from primary school. Students will experiment with more difficult drama techniques during this topic so using a topic that students have prior understanding of  provides a familiar basis for study.
· Evacuation is an engaging topic as the children were of a similar age therefore students can relate and it includes exploration of a day in the life of an evacuee, host families, billeting officers, differences between the city and the country and examples from Goodnight Mr Tom which has been seen by most students 
· Evacuation has a cross curricular link to History 
· Romeo and Juliet is a tragedy Shakespeare play, which is the next step from comedy to allow students to develop their Shakespearean character interpretations 
· Romeo and Juliet allows students to begin to explore the moral decisions of characters and compare Elizabethan life to modern day life  
· The third topic of Soap Operas is a genre based topic which encourages students to begin to create longer drama through the three lesson ‘storyline task’ where they have to show consistency in characterisation, development of storyline which is a step up from previous ‘stand alone scene’ based work
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Students study Evacuation at the mid-way point when they should have perfected the use of still images and thought tracks. A familiar topic allows teachers to introduce more challenging techniques so they can focus on the use of technique rather than learning new topic information. 
· By the point we get to Romeo and Juliet students will have already explored a Shakespeare play in Drama and in English so will have understanding of the playwright and language used in the plays    
· Soap Operas is taught towards the end of the year as it is project based work which requires students to produce their own soap opera and present one storyline across three episodes with cliff-hangers at the end of each lesson. This requires more thought and preparation so teaching it at the end of the year allows students to build on their prior knowledge of the drama skills and techniques. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Evacuees: Students will know the key facts about Evacuation including an understanding of the differences between life in the city and the country and why it was not safe to stay. Students learn about the host families and billeting officers. Students explore the potential feelings of evacuees by drawing on their own feelings if something similar happened to them. Clips from the popular film Goodnight Mr Tom will be used to explore the feelings of host families and the realities of evacuees leaving their homes. All facts are presented and it is not assumed that all students have basic knowledge of the events of Evacuation, every teacher will present the information within lessons 
· Romeo and Juliet: Within the Romeo and Juliet topic students will learn about the role of the father (head of the family) in the Elizabethan times, the feud between the Montagues and Capulets including insults used in this time period and arranged marriage in the time period. Comparisons to modern day will be used throughout as way of comparison. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Soap Operas: Students will be taught about the features of Soap Operas. They will explore character links and relationships. They will be presented with the common storylines and themes seen in common soaps and examples will be used as a model. 

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· genre, split-staging, billeting officers, host families, evacuation, evacuees, feud, arranged marriage, Elizabethan, storyline, Montague, Capulet, character plot, staging, set, atmosphere, tension, playwright, comedy, director, script, stage directions 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work, peer assessment.
· Formal assessment. This term students will be given a scenario, a character brief and a suggested scene structure and will be given time to rehearse and prepare their own performance in response to the brief. All students will be provided with an assessment booklet which includes the success criteria they will be marked on. 
· Teachers are to record centrally on the department tracker one grade from A-D for effort and one mark from 1-4 for achievement. The mark from 1-4 is decided based on how much of the success criteria is achieved in group work and performance.  Feedback on the performance should be minimal indicating a strength of the group performance and an area to develop in line with the KS3 frameworks. 







Remember 
This is a planning process, so if the completion of these plans reveals aspects of work that need refining, changing, re-writing altogether then this makes this a worthwhile process. Our ultimate aim is to ensure students are taught a curriculum that is engaging, challenging, and provides students with best knowledge and skill-set to allow them to excel in school, and then beyond.
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