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Department Curriculum Planning
Department: Drama 

Year Group: 7

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: One (September – February) 

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students are taught about the true story of the Titanic
· Students are taught the play A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare 
· Students are taught the fictional story of Darkwood Manor 
· Through all topics students will learn and apply drama techniques in their work 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	Due to different variables of experience students will have from KS2 and extra-curricular, the first topic will be taught with the view that everyone is new to the subject 
· Basic knowledge of the real life events would be beneficial but not essential 
· Knowledge of what a performance is, as taught in topic one 
· Knowledge of what makes a good performance, as taught in topic one 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying these topics
· Titanic is a topic that generally the majority of students have heard of it, providing a familiar basis for study. It is engaging and has includes lots of elements, such as class divide, that lend themselves well to the introduction of the drama techniques 
· Titanic allows students to begin exploring the social, moral  and historical elements that are incorporated into the KS3 drama curriculum 
· A mixture of historical, text based and fictional topics provides scope for differentiation for all abilities.
· AMSND is a comedy Shakespeare play, which is a good starting point for students to explore the Shakespearean 
· characters. 
· AMSND explores the differences between fantasy and reality which is a good basis for genre work later in the year 
· The third topic Darkwood Manor is a fictional topic allows scope for students to begin explore drama techniques independently at the half way point of year 7
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Students study Titanic at the beginning as it is a familiar topic for students which means they can focus on learning and exploring new drama techniques rather than learning new content in addition 
· By the point we get to Darkwood Manor, students will have an understanding of the basic drama techniques and so can now use them independently and imaginatively in their fiction work   
· By time we begin Shakespeare’s AMSND, students will have studied it in English so will have background understanding which will allow them to bring the characters to life with their own interpretations. 
· Students are taught this text as an easy introduction to Shakespeare; it is a comedy and allows them to become familiar with Shakespeare’s timeless stories ahead of studying a tragedy, Macbeth, in Year 8  

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Titanic. Students will know the key facts about Titanic including an understanding of the different classes on the Titanic and the reasons the events occurred in 1912. All facts are presented and it is not assumed that all students have basic knowledge of the events of Titanic, every teacher will present the information within lessons. Students will understand how to show the difference between first class and third class passengers and show them in their own performance work 
· Darkwood Manor: Students will understand the impact of music upon atmosphere and know the importance of creating the correct atmosphere on stage through their Darkwood Manor work. Students will appreciate the impact of rumours, explored in their Darkwood Manor work 
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream: Students will understand the roles in A Midsummer Night’s Dream and who fits into the real world and who fits into the fantasy world. Students will be provided with opportunities to watch clips from the film version of AMSND ahead of bringing to life their own versions of the characters as a way of modelling  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will be taught about: still images, thought tracks, flashback and fast forward, cross-cutting, body as a prop. It is assumed that all students do not have knowledge or experience of these techniques and therefore all new techniques will be modelled and explained in full before students attempt them in their work 


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· still images, thought tracks, flashback and fast forward, cross-cutting, body as a prop, effective, evaluation, audience, plot, staging, set, atmosphere, tension, playwright, comedy, director, script, stage directions 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work, peer assessment.
· Formal assessment. This term students will be given a scenario, a character brief and a suggested scene structure and will be given time to rehearse and prepare their own performance in response to the brief. All students will be provided with an assessment booklet which includes the success criteria they will be marked on. 
· Teachers are to record centrally on the department tracker one grade from A-D for effort and one mark from 1-4 for achievement. The mark from 1-4 is decided based on how much of the success criteria is achieved in group work and performance.  Feedback on the performance should be minimal indicating a strength of the group performance and an area to develop in line with the KS3 frameworks. 







Remember 
This is a planning process, so if the completion of these plans reveals aspects of work that need refining, changing, re-writing altogether then this makes this a worthwhile process. Our ultimate aim is to ensure students are taught a curriculum that is engaging, challenging, and provides students with best knowledge and skill-set to allow them to excel in school, and then beyond.
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