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Year Group: 12 PHOTOGRAPHY  

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Achievement 1 September –November 

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students will are introduced to ALEVEL portfolio expectations with an introductory ‘ Structures’ theme.
· Students are taught basic photography skills using semi-automatic and manual camera settings. 
· They will be taught dark room experimental processes e.g photograms, digital negatives, chemigrams. 
· Students will gather research and photography shoots for two different strands of the Structures theme: Organic and Industrial/Architectural. 
· Students will be introduce to photo manipulation techniques by hand and using software.
· Students will use experimental and development work to final sets of photographic work. 
· Students will learn how to present their final set of images for an audience e.g virtual exhibitions 
· Learning to analyse photographic work using specific key terms. 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Photography is not taught at GCSE so students’ knowledge and skills will be very limited in September. We will begin with basic observation and composition skills. 


	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· This project is designed to encourage the Year 12 students to explore basic photography techniques beginning with viewpoint, angle and composition techniques. Acquiring the basic skills early in the year will support students when they need to begin developing ideas for NEA projects. 
· The students enjoy exploring different techniques without having to worry about the ideas first. 
· The two different strands within the Structures theme will be delivered by 2 different teachers, so students will be able to explore the different processes with rigor and from different perspectives before bring research together in finished photographic outcomes. 
· The project encourages risk taking and experimental work without the pressure of NEA. The title lends itself to a range of different outcomes and different avenues of research. 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· This is a project designed to encourage students to take risks with materials and experiments before embarking on Component 1 NEA work. 
· In recent years Year 12 students have began with similar short activities which have led to exciting and imaginative outcomes. 
· The Year 12 Photographers need to build the basic knowledge of the camera before developing ideas. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Teachers will ensure students are given a weekly checklist to help them manage their time in A Level independent study time. 
· Teachers will adapt students weekly checklists based on individual needs of the students. 
· Exemplar Exam project A level books and teacher modelling will be used as part of most lessons to demonstrate new techniques and processes. 
· Lessons will be designed to build up knowledge and skills from basic simple camera techniques 



	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· [bookmark: _GoBack]Viewpoint, angle,Negative space, , shape, depth, form, textural, detail, shadow, highlight, levels, distort, cyanotype, double exposure, lighting, natural, artificial, photogram, digital negative, solution, vortograph, shutter speed, ISO, depth of field, f stop, composition rules e.g leading lines, viewpoint, balance, focal, subject, thumbnails, edits. 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/ small group critiques.  
· Written teacher feedback in sketchbooks making reference to AQA assessment descriptors. (A01-A04) 
1. Research and how well students respond to the chosen artists with development studies
2. Experimentation and how confidently students manipulate a range of materials
3. Quality of recording/drawing in any material
4. Final outcome and how well they have used their sketchbook work to aid the design and executing of the final piece. 
· The finished project is marked using the ALEVEL assessment objectives and students are awarded a mark out of 96 at the end of the project. A level will be awarded based on the AS grade boundaries.  
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