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	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students will finalise their AS projects by creating final development and a series of final pieces. 
· Teacher led skills lessons will conclude the AS project and motivate students to explore a wider range of materials, layers & surfaces. 
· Students will begin to gather research and articles around their chosen A level Component 1 Personal Investigation
· Students will explore their chosen theme through experimental work with a range of materials focusing on surface, layers, space and composition.  
· Student will begin to develop their initial investigations into stronger pieces of development, learning to refine ideas as they happen. 
 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Students will have a greater understanding of the quantity and quality needed for an A Level project. 
· Students will be able to refer back to the experiments from the earlier project books to revisit and refine techniques. 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· AQA Personal Investigations Component 1 is set by the exam board. 
· Research tasks and recording tasks leading to the A level project enable students make a successful start to the main project investigation. 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Starting component 1 Personal Investigation in the summer term means students have the time to create a sustained project, it will also allow students to refine ideas in the Autumn term ( Year 13) 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Teachers will ensure students are given a weekly checklist to help them manage their time in A Level independent study time. 
· Teachers will adapt students weekly checklists based on individual needs of the students. 
· Exemplar Exam project A level books and teacher modelling will be used as part of most lessons to demonstrate new techniques and processes. 


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Negative space, tonal shading, shape, depth, form, scale, textural, sculptural, detail, 2D and 3D, shadow, highlight, mixed media, relief, slip, clay, form, (Students should be able to apply the relevant key formal elements when discussing an artwork and taking steps to apply these elements to their own drawings, paintings, ceramics), acrylic, tone, hue, tint, collage, etching, monotype, poly block, collograph, dry point, printmaking, sculptural. Oil, expressive, photorealism. 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/ small group critiques.  
· Written teacher feedback in sketchbooks making reference to AQA assessment descriptors. (A01-A04) 
1. Research and how well students respond to the chosen artists with development studies
2. Experimentation and how confidently students manipulate a range of materials
3. Quality of recording/drawing in any material
4. Final outcome and how well they have used their sketchbook work to aid the design and executing of the final piece. 
· The finished AS project is marked using the ALEVEL assessment objectives and students are awarded a mark out of 96 at the end of the project. A level will be awarded based on the AS grade boundaries.  
· Personal Investigation Projects will be mark with informal teacher, peer and self in the summer term. 
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