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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Achievement 1 Sept–November 

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students will be introduced to their first GCSE style project Northern Land.  
· There will be a greater emphasis on quality of drawing, painting & printmaking techniques inspired by the North East of England. 
· Student will be taught how to personal their GCSE projects using exciting photography and encouraged to gather research around the theme.  
· Students will be taught how to present busy experimental sketchbook pages/boards to prepare them for the main GCSE coursework projects to follow. 
· Lessons will be used to introduce students to the AQA assessment objectives through research, experimenting, recording and development activities. 


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Students will have acquired and developed drawing skills in KS3 and will be able to build upon these skills using a wider variety of materials, including painting  and print making techniques.  
· They will already understand that designs and experiments in sketchbooks are used to generate final ideas from Year 9, and now will do this in a more thorough, independent way. 
· They will have knowledge of how to create basic artist research pages, but this will be revisited throughout KS4 to encourage deeper understanding of artworks. 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· The Northern Lands title offers students a broad title to develop their own area of interests. Students can approach the theme using their own ideas rather than teacher led projects. Last year this title inspired the students as they were able to take their own photographs easily.  
· This project will ease Year 9 students into the expectations of GCSE and the demands of the course, before starting an Environment project which will be seen by the AQA moderators. 
· This project is designed to allow Year 10 students to explore and experiment with tools and materials without the pressure of coursework. 
· Painting and Printmaking elements will allow students to experiment with versatile materials and processes.  
· The final pieces for the scheme are presented in a mini exhibition to encourage Year 10 students to consider their audience and display methods for future projects. 
· Introducing students to key GCSE assessment objectives key concepts at this stage will allow students to master the skills to develop a personal project before undertaking GCSE coursework later in the Autumn term. (Research, Experimentation, Recording ideas and refining more personal ideas into a range of larger scale outcomes) 
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· This cohort of students did not have the opportunity to use acrylic paint or print making processes in Year 9. It is important we allow students to experiment fully with materials before they begin their coursework projects. 
· Students will use this project to take risks with their experiments and will build an understanding of sketchbook presentation techniques before the main assessment NEA work begins. 


	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Students have limited skills when using wet materials due to restrictions in Year 8 & 9. Teachers will ensure students are given full demonstrations to support. E.g acrylic painting lessons and colour mixing. 
· Artist research and visual response lessons will need to be carefully considered for students who have not created detailed artist responses in Year 9. 
· Exemplar GCSE books and teacher modelling will be used as part of most lessons to demonstrate new techniques.  
· Some of our SEND students will need differentiated artist resources, access to light boxes and ipads to help them with drawing activities. 


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Negative space, tonal shading, shape, depth, form, scale, textural, sculptural, detail, 2D and 3D, shadow, highlight, mixed media, relief, slip, clay, form, (Students should be able to apply the relevant key formal elements when discussing an artwork and taking steps to apply these elements to their own drawings, paintings, ceramics), acrylic, tone, hue, tint, collage, etching, monotype, poly block, collagraph, dry point, printmaking. 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work. 
· Written teacher feedback in sketchbooks making reference to AQA assessment descriptors. (A01-A04) 
1. Research and how well students respond to the chosen artists with development studies
2. Experimentation and how confidently students manipulate a range of materials
3. Quality of recording/drawing in any material
4. Final outcome and how well they have used their sketchbook work to aid the design and executing of the final piece. 
· The project is marked using the GCSE assessment objectives in November and students are awarded a mark out of 96. Levels will be awarded using the AQA grade boundaries.
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