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This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Achievement 2 November – March 

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Students will be concluding their Bacteria Ceramic work during the latter part of the Autumn Term. They will also continue to develop painting skills by applying appropriate colour to their clay work. 
· They will be taught how to transfer 2D designs into successful 3D clay bowls or sculptures. They will be taught how to manipulate and mould clay into detailed delicate ceramic outcomes. 
· Students will begin studying Portraiture with using the title ‘Heroes’ as a starting point. They will be taught how to use guidelines and the grid methods to create accurate facial features and proportions. 
· Students will continue to analysis the work of relevant portrait artists by create visual responses and written analysis using the relevant language. 


	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· Students will have practised drawing skills during the early part of the term. They will have a good knowledge of shape, line and texture. 
· They will already understand that drawings & experiments are refined into final pieces. 
· They will have knowledge of how to analyse artworks using keywords as a starting point. 

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· Studying ceramics will allow students to explore 3D sculptural techniques which can enrich later projects at GCSE level. It may also appeal to students who have struggled with 2D drawings and will allow them to achieve. 
· Both topics will encourage student think more carefully about scale, space, proportion, finer line & texture. 
· Studying portraiture and measuring proportions will encourage students to apply the same methods & accuracy to different type of drawings and themes later in the year. 
· Portraiture will be introduced using a range of artists with differing styles, each student should be able to find an artist to inspire them. 
· The projects provide opportunities for students to explore elements of realism and more abstract work. 
· Portraiture work will require students to observe images more closely  to achieve likeness in their work, this has a positive effect on their subsequent drawings. 
· Introducing students to key GCSE assessment objectives key concepts at this stage will allow students to master the skills to develop a personal project before undertaking GCSE coursework. (Research, Experimentation, Recording ideas and refining more personal ideas into a range of larger scale outcomes) 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· During Year 7 & 8 students have not been able to work with 3D materials due to covid restrictions and non specialist rooms. Delivering ceramic work during the first term will allow students to explore a wider range of materials & techniques that they haven’t been able to explore before. 
· Clay and Sculpture lessons will always take place before students make decisions about their options for Year 10. It is important they understand the possibilities within the subject so they can make an informed decision. 
· Student should have strong observational drawings from the earlier Growth & Decay project, the success of portraiture relies on students already acquiring the basic drawing skills as portraiture studies require greater accuracy. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Students have spent a large proportion of Year 8 in non-specialist classrooms due to covid restrictions, with limited access to materials e.g without access to clay/sculpting materials. The schemes of work will now focus more on sculptural pieces in order to broaden the students skills set. They will be given several different options for they clay work, to ensure all students are able to find a technique that suits their ability and idea. 
· Moulding and manipulating materials to create a sculptural clay outcome (Ceramics) will allow students to explore 3D work for the first time. 
· More complex drawing observation lessons will allow students more opportunities to improve their drawings skills. 
· Including a broader range of artists and introducing two different techniques to construct portraits will offer greater differentiation for mixed ability classes. 
· Not all students will have an understanding of the formal elements language, these will be continually revisited through the year in success criteria and teacher demonstrations. 
· Exemplar sketchbooks including GCSE books and teacher modelling will be used as part of most lessons to demonstrate new techniques.  

	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Negative space, tonal shading, shape, depth, form, scale, textural, sculptural, detail, 2D and 3D, shadow, highlight, mixed media, relief, slip, clay, form, ceramics, kiln (Students should be able to apply the relevant key formal elements when discussing an artwork and taking steps to apply these elements to their own drawings, paintings, ceramics), acrylic, tone, hue, tint, & collage, caricature, distortion, watercolour, micro art, portraiture. 

	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· The department are developing ways to improve the quality of peer/self-reflections, which are informed by the success criteria. 
· Student work is reviewed using our pathway criteria (based around the assessment objectives at GCSE level).  Teachers award 1, 2 or 3 for each assessment objective.  Student work is reviewed by the class teacher, giving a judgement on the following: 
· Research and how well students respond to the chosen artists
· Experimentation and how confidently students manipulate a range of materials
· Quality of recording/drawing in any material
· Final outcome and how well they have used their sketchbook work to aid the design and executing of the final piece. 
· Teachers are encouraged to use the 1, 2, 3 grading when tracking classwork and homework in their teacher planners, they can also use +/- to give more indication of how secure the grading is. Only comments are recorded on students’ work, gradings are to be kept in teacher planners and internal data trackers. 
· From Sept 2021 the Art department will trial a new approach to assessment using student friendly assessment grids so students can tracker their progress more closely from project to project. 
· From Sept 2021 the Art department will trial a new approach to assessment using student friendly assessment grids so students can tracker their progress more closely from project to project. Students will be awarded a mark out of 20 based on their performance in 4 areas (Observation Skills (drawing), Experimentation/Imagination, Artist Research and responses & Final Outcomes) 
· Classwork and Homework will be graded 1-5 based on the grid descriptors which will inform the end of project mark. 
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