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Year Group: 7 ART 

This is the plan for the taught curriculum during achievement period: Achievement 1 September – February 

	Brief summary of the topic/work being covered during this period	

	· Coastal Project exploring drawing and sculptural techniques. 
· Students are introduced to a variety of mark making techniques to create shape, details and textures found in the natural world under the theme ‘Coastal’. They learn how to accurately draw the shapes, details and textures of individual objects.  To challenge some of the most able students, they will be given the option to work from a collection of objects arranged together. 
· Students are taught how to record drawings from first hand still life observation (based around the natural world/sea life) as well as secondary resources (photographs & images). Teacher demonstrations of materials and techniques are used in most lessons and support student understanding of the materials and stretch the most able students to consider more challenging techniques.  
· Students learn how to apply the relevant formal elements (see key terminology) to artworks and form opinions about contemporary and modern artworks. They learn how to create visual responses to chosen artists using the relevant materials and techniques on offer. They are encouraged to engage with artworks to aid the planning processes resulting in larger final pieces. 
· Students refer to formal elements, shape, tone, texture, space, composition, line and colour, relief, sculpting in verbal discussion but also explore the key terms in drawing & ceramic lessons based around the theme ‘Coastal’  
· Students will review and revise drawing and painting techniques when learning to compose a final compositions and ceramic clay relief tile work. 
· They will experiment with different ways of making marks in pencil and paint, but will then use these experiments to plan and create a ceramic tile piece. 

	Prior knowledge needed for this unit/topic from previous teaching

	· The first project Year 7 study is building basic skills and ideas about drawing, using a variety of materials in order to make this engaging. Many students from the primary schools have limited experience of drawing and recording in pencil and other mixed media. The project is designed to build up drawing skills, accuracy of recording, as well as confidence. 
· Formal elements (shape, form, tone, texture, detail, line, colour, space & composition) are introduced in the first term of Year 7, and then revisited in more challenging ways in future schemes of work in KS3. Only some students have knowledge of these from primary school.

	Rationale for students studying this unit/topic 

	Rationale for studying this topic
· Lessons are designed to allow students to improve the accuracy of their recording skills before developing imagination and generation of ideas in the second term.  
· Some Year 7 students in September lack the confidence with drawing, because it has not necessarily been an integral part of their curriculum in primary school. Student feedback suggests the drawing lessons build up their confidence and allows them to transfer their ideas into artwork in a way they intended.  
· Students who develop drawing skills and explore different ways of recording with new materials tend to be more confident and ambitious when working from their imagination. The drawing lessons are the scaffolding for future lessons when students are given more freedom to further develop drawings and ideas into final pieces.
· During this area of study, students are guided through decision processes e.g selecting an object, the order of applying materials, manipulating materials. In the following schemes, students are given more open activities where they are encouraged to make decisions with greater independence. 
· Students refer to formal elements, shape, tone, texture, space, composition, line and colour in verbal discussion but also explore the key terms in drawing lessons based around each element. This is revisited in Years 8,9,10 schemes of work but with a more explorative focus. 
· Students enjoy the mix of 2D materials and the possibilities of 3D moulding and sculpting This project allows students to explore a wider range of materials and will improve their recording skills.  It is important to that students enjoy Art lessons, as for many they have not accesses a full Art curriculum during Year 6. 
Rationale for timing of this topic
· Some students have not been taught how to record their ideas through drawing in an accurate way during their primary education. 
· Later in the year we develop students ability to experiment, generate and develop imaginative ideas, but in the first part of their secondary Art education it is important for them to refine their recording skills to give them the necessary confidence and skills to execute their own imaginative ideas. Drawing closely from first hand objects is a focus early in the year in order to demonstrate the key formal elements easily.  
· Drawing through any medium has become a crucial part of the new GCSE assessment. We realise we need to build basic drawing skill in to our curriculum early in KS3 to give students enough time to develop their skills for formal examinations. 
· Introducing sculpture early on in the curriculum will motivate more students early on in the year. 
· The Coastal Project has been extended to last a term in order to give students enough time to explore a wider range of materials. 

	Key concepts/ideas that are taught to students in this unit/topic, including any anticipated gaps in knowledge and plan to overcome these

	· Observing from still life and noticing shape variation, details, textures and tonal changes on an object. 
· Identifying and creating dark, medium and light areas and recording shape by looking at a 3D still life (e.g. the paper plane, paper sculptures and then natural objects/sealife) with dry materials. 
· Making a still life object look solid using shadow and highlighting. 
· Moulding and manipulating materials to create a sculptural clay outcome. The majority of the student will have no experience of ceramics, so teachers will start with basic clay tiles and relief rather than 3D sculptures.  
· Basic colour mixing with clear and controlled brush control. 
· Talking about artists, noticing materials and the techniques been used. 
· Students learn how to lay out artist research pages including a visual response to an artist’s style, material and technique. 
· Not all students will have an understanding of the formal elements, these will be demonstrated through images and student demonstrations. 
· Exemplar sketchbooks and teacher modelling will be used as part of most lessons to demonstrate new skills. 


	New key terminology students will be taught during this topic/unit

	· Negative space, tonal shading, shape, depth, form, scale, textural, sculptural, detail, 2D and 3D, shadow, highlight, collage, mixed media, mark making, relief, emboss, carve, ceramic, slip, kiln, colour, contrasting, complimentary, harmonious.  (Students should be able to apply the relevant key formal elements when discussing an artwork and taking steps to apply these elements to their own drawings, paintings etc.)  


	Plan for Assessment 

	· Informal assessment is ongoing through homework, classwork, contributions to class discussion/group work.
· The department are developing ways to improve the quality of peer/self-reflections, which are informed by the success criteria. 
· Student work is reviewed using our pathway criteria (based around the assessment objectives at GCSE level).  Teachers award 1,2 or 3 for each assessment objective.  Student work is reviewed by the class teacher, giving a judgement on the following: 
1. Research and how well students respond to the chosen artists
2. Experimentation and how confidently students manipulate a range of materials
3. Quality of recording/drawing in any material
4. Final outcome and how well they have used their sketchbook work to aid the design and executing of the final piece. 
· Teachers are encouraged to use the 1,2,3 grading when tracking classwork and homework in their teacher planners, they can also use +/- to give more indication of how secure the grading is. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]From Sept 2021 the Art department will trial a new approach to assessment using student friendly assessment grids so students can tracker their progress more closely from project to project. Students will be awarded a mark out of 20 based on their performance in 4 areas (Observation Skills (drawing), Experimentation/Imagination, Artist Research and responses & Final Outcomes) 
· Classwork and Homework will be graded 1-5 based on the grid descriptors which will inform the end of project mark. 
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