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Entry Requirements for Studying A-level Economics?
· Students are expected to achieve at least a grade 6 in GCSE Maths and English Language. 
· Students must have an interest in the news and current affairs
· Students should have an interest in debates and discussion in lessons, and be willing, and able, to share their ideas.
What to expect from A-level Economics
There aren’t many A- level subjects as dynamic as Economics. The news is full of examples of Economics in action. Within the course we study human behaviour, how markets work and how they fail and seek to understand the dynamics of change at a micro level (e.g. within an industry) and at a macro level (e.g. within and between countries).
Whilst studying this course students will develop their analytic and evaluative skills. These will be tested through short explanation questions but a large amount of the course (1/3 of your overall mark) will involve writing longer essay style questions. The course will also use economic models and diagrams to analyse real life events. 
It doesn’t matter if you haven’t studied Economics before. You might have an interest in Economics and want to know more about the impact economics has on the world around you. You might want to investigate some of the stories you hear in the news – Why do some economies grow and others don’t? Will the Eurozone survive? Why didn’t economists predict the Global Financial Crisis? This course will help you to understand all this and more.




This bridging course will provide you with a mixture of information about A-level Economics, and what to expect from the course, as well as key work to complete. Students who are expecting to study Economics at A-level, and are likely to meet the entry requirements, must complete the bridging course fully and thoroughly, to the best of their ability. 

You should complete all work on paper and keep it in a file, in an ordered way. You will submit it to your teacher in September. All of the work will be reviewed and selected work will be assessed, and you will be given feedback on it. This work will be signalled to you. If you do not have access to the internet, please contact the school and appropriate resources will be sent to you. 

If you are thinking about studying Economies at A-level you should attempt this work to see whether or not you think studying a subject like this is right for you. If you later decide to study Economics, you must ensure you complete this work in full. This work should be completed after you have read and completed the Study Skills work that all of Year 12 should complete.  











Course outline
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The following work requires a lot of reading, and some of the ideas might be challenging to understand on first reading. Remember to take regular breaks, go back to any of the tasks after some time away, and try your best. Your Economics teacher will go over the following with you in lessons, early in Year 12.

This first week of tasks will focus on what Economics is and how it links to everyday life.

Task one

In order to begin to understand what Economics is use the link below to make notes on the difference between Micro and Macroeconomics.  

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/head-start-economics-introduction-to-macroeconomics

 












Task two

Making decisions is vital in Economics. Use the link below to complete the activity of ‘Prime Minister for the day’ 

https://www.tutor2u.net/economics/reference/introduction-to-macroeconomics-prime-minister-for-the-day-activity

Task three

‘What is Economics really about’ - Complete the next activity on paper. You need to decide who should get the treatment and why. This will be discussed when the course commences.
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Task four 

Economics is evident in everyday life. This task will allow you to think about some of the big issues that face countries. 

For each issue on the slides that follow, point your smartphone on the QR code to access recommended background reading. You will also be able to find relevant videos on YouTube and BBC news. Each slide contains a question. Using the resources and your own knowledge answers the questions on paper and keeps these with your notes.
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Task five- increasing your knowledge about economic events.

Below I have copied an extract from a specialist Economics website. Use the resources they have suggested (links below) to ensure that you have a good understanding of what Economics is and how it links to the world around us. 
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UK Parliament link

https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/category/economy-business/economy-economy/ 

Deloitte link

https://blogs.deloitte.co.uk/mondaybriefing/ 

TED links
Why economists worry about the wrong things | David Pilling | TEDxSouthampton
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How to take the future of the economy seriously | Diane Coyle | TEDxEastEnd
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Over to you - to find out more!

If you want to find out more about the latest figures for the UK economy, then head to the
UK Parliament Research page which always gives up to date figures explained in a clear
way. This link takes you to their main page for the UK economy.

We also recommend the superb Deloitte Monday Briefing as an easy way of keeping up to
date with macroeconomics. It is written in a non-technical way that is accessible for
ambitious Year 11 students moving on to start their A level economics. Follow this link to
access the Monday Briefing.

There is a lot of debate about the value of GDP as a measure of economic activity
especially in a digital age.

I'm linking here to two short TED videos on GDP which I hope you will find entertaining
and interesting. They are given by Professor Diane Coyle (Cambridge) and David Pilling
who is a journalist for the Financial Times.
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The A level is structured into four themes with three externally assessed exams:

Theme 1
Introduction to markets and market
failure

1.1 The nature of economics
1.2 How markets work

1.3 Market failure

1.4 Government intervention

Theme 2
The UK economy - performance
and policies

2.1 Measures of economic performance
2.2 Aggregate demand

2.3 Aggregate supply

2.4 National income

2.5 Economic growth

2.6 Macroeconomic objectives and
policy

Theme 3

Business behaviour and the labour
market

3.1 Business growth

3.2 Business objectives

3.3 Revenues, costs and profit
3.4 Market structures

3.5 The labour market

3.6 Government intervention

Theme 4

A global perspective
4.1 International economics
4.2 Poverty and inequality
4.3 Emerging and developing
economies
4.4 The financial sector
4.5 Role of the state in the
macroeconomy

Paper 1
Markets and business behaviour
Assessing Theme 1 and Theme 3

Paper 2
The national and global economy

Assessing Theme 2 and Theme 4

Paper 3
Microeconomics and macroeconomics
Assessing all themes
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'WHAT IS ECONOMICS REALLY ABOUT?

Scarcity, Choice, Opportunity Cost in the Health Sector

A dialysis machine.

These machines are used for patients who have kidneys that
don’t work properly - without dialysis the patients would
quickly die. They are expensive - costing about $100,000.

Some patients can get a kidney transplant, which
means they won't need dialysis any longer.

A hospital in a town has one dialysis machine that can
run for 30 hours per week. As the boss of the hospital,
you must decide who gets the treatment.

There are a number of patients who require
treatment and their needs are given below.

Patient A: 6 year old child who needs 10 hours per week. They are
awaiting a kidney transplant which is expected to occur in one year.

Patient B: A 55 year old man who needs 5 hours per week. He is married with grown up
children.

Patient C: A 3 year old child who will need dialysis indefinitely. Currently needs 4 hours per
week.
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Patient D: 78 year old female, 4 hours per week.
Patient E : 7 year old child, has three brothers and sisters, 4 hours per week.
Patient F: 8 year old child, no brothers and sisters, 5 hours per week.
Patient G: 30 year old female, two young children, 6 hours per week.

Patient H: 30 year old male, two young children, 5 hours per week.

Patient I: 30 year old male, no children, 4 hours per week.

Patient : 45 year old man with no children. Needs 6 hours per week but has a brother who
will donate a kidney. This will take place in six month’s time.

Patient K: A 65 year old man who requires 10 hours per week. As he has quite wealthy, he has
promised to buy another dialysis machine for the hospital if he is still alive in one year’s time.

Decide how you will allocate the 30 hours, in order of preference.
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