Year 9 Religious Education: Developing knowledge, understanding of skills
Both sets of questions below are based on chapters From ‘The Religions Book’ (various authors; published in 2013 by Doring Kindersley Limited). Both chapters will develop your understanding of the first unit covered in Year 9: Faith and Commitment.
Questions based on ‘Jesus is the Beginning and the End: Jesus’ message to the World’ (pages 204-205)
This chapter develops your understanding of the significance of religious commitment for a Christian, with a particular focus on the duty to help bring about God’s Kingdom of justice and peace on earth.
1. Explain the promises found in key Jewish texts from the centuries leading up to the birth of Jesus.
2. What was Jesus’ core message?
3. What was his goal?
4. To whom did Jesus say that the Kingdom of God belongs?
5. How were Isaiah’s prophesies believed to have been fulfilled in the life of Jesus?
6. How did Jesus show by his actions that everyone (regardless of religion, ethnicity, social status or how they had lived their lives so far) is welcome in God’s Kingdom?
7. Explain the significance of the parables of the yeast and seeds for understanding the nature of the Kingdom of God. 
8. What did Jesus say about how God’s Kingdom begins and continues to grow on earth?
9. Explain the idea that Jesus marked ‘the beginning of the end’ (the diagram on page 207 should help with this). 
10. What do Christians mean when they ask, in the Lord’s prayer, that God’s Kingdom come on earth ‘as it is in heaven’?
11. Give an example of someone from the 20th Century who has shown their commitment to the belief that God’s Kingdom occurs wherever present reality and its values are transformed by the rule of God. 
12. Explain the meaning of the term ‘inaugurated eschatology.’

Questions based on ‘We can influence God: Why prayer works’ (pages 246-247)
This chapter develops your understanding of living as a person of faith- what difference can prayer make to both the life of a believer and the lives of others in the world? This chapter explores the implications of developments in 20th Century Christian Theology (the study of God) for answering this question. 
1. (a) Explain the two contrasting views of God which emerged from the earliest times amongst Jewish and Christian theologians.
(b) Does one of these views make more sense to you than the other? Explain why this is.
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(a) God already knows the past, present and future
(b) the future is not already determined by God.
3. Why did some 20th Century theologians reject the traditional view that God has knowledge of the future?
4. Why did these theologians also reject the idea that God is transcendent (exists outside of space and time)?
5. If the future is truly open, what might the implications of this be, particularly for the importance of prayer?
6. Explain what the ‘theologians of hope’ said about God and the future. Do you agree with their view? Why/ why not?

