BHEH St Mary’s Catholic School
Charging & Remissions Policy

Rationale

The school recognises the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities, including trips, clubs
and residential experiences can make towards pupils’ education.

Aims

To make school activities accessible to pupils regardless of family income.

To provide a process which allows activities to take place at a minimum cost to parents, pupils and the school
and which acknowledges the cost of such activities to the school’s budget.

Charges

The school reserves the right to make a charge in the following circumstances for activities organised by the
school:

o Residential Activities taking place largely during school hours.

e The full cost to each pupil of board and lodging.

e Activities outside School Hours.

e The full cost to each pupil of all approved activities deemed to be optional extras that are not a necessary
part of the national curriculum.

e Individual Instrumental Tuition.

e The full cost to the pupil for providing any instrumental tuition if the cost is not an essential part of the
national curriculum or examination syllabus.

o Wilful damage to equipment or property

Additional considerations

The school recognises its responsibility to ensure that the offer of activities and educational visits does not place
an unnecessary burden on family finances. To this end the school will adhere to the following guidelines
wherever possible:

e Trips and visits will be published at least one month in advance.

e A system exists for parents to pay in instalments.

e When an opportunity for a trip arises at short notice it will be possible to arrange to pay by instalments
beyond the date of the trip.

Remission of charges

No pupil will be excluded from a school visit which is part of their curriculum or takes place in school time
because they are unable to pay.

Parents have the right to claim free activities if they are in receipt of the following state benefits:



e Income Support

e Income based Job Seekers Allowance
e Support under section VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1996
e Working tax credit and an annual income that does not exceed the published Inland Revenue threshold

Parents/Carers not in receipt of the above benefits but may still experience difficulty in meeting the cost of an
educational visit, may apply to the school for financial assistance. Applications will be dealt with in the strictest

confidence.
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