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Verbs that take the infinitive 

You will often see two verbs following each other, such as espero estudiar (I hope to study), and in many 
cases the second verb is in the infinitive. The first verb is conjugated in the appropriate tense.  

The following verbs are all followed by an infinitive: 

decidir  to decide 

odiar  to hate 

esperar  to hope, wait, expect 

intentar  to try 

poder  to be able (can, etc.) 

preferir  to prefer 

querer  to want 

 

1 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verb in brackets. 

 

1 _______________________ (I hate) hacer deporte en el instituto. 

2 El año pasado _______________________ (I decided) estudiar el derecho. 

3 Como estudio español, _______________________ (I will be able to) hablar el idioma cuando vaya de 

vacaciones a Málaga. 

4 _______________________ (I want) ir a la universidad cuando termine los exámenes. 

5 Durante las vacaciones de verano _______________________ (I will try) leer cinco libros nuevos. 

6 Mis profesores _______________________ (they would prefer) tener una sala de profesores más grande. 

7 Mis amigos _______________________ (they hope) sacar buenas notas en los exámenes finales. 

8 El director del instituto _______________________ (he tried) prohibir los teléfonos móviles. 

9 _______________________ (We would hate) no tener la oportunidad de estudiar en el extranjero. 

10 _______________________ (We can) usar tabletas en clase para buscar información y completar 

actividades en línea. 

 

2 Translate into English the completed sentences in activity 1. 

 

1 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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3 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

5 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

6 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

8 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

9 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

10 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 


