
 

 

 
 
 

How to identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and the 

overall effect of the text on the reader 

 
What does this mean? 

 You can understand and explain the why a writer has written something (its 
purpose) 

 You can appreciate the effect of aspects of a text on the reader, such as how 
things might help to persuade or interest or entertain the reader 

 
ACTIVITY ONE – Understanding Purpose 
 
Complete the following chart by suggesting the intended purposes(s) and 
audiences(s) for the following media texts. 
 

Media Text Intended purpose(s) Intended audience(s) 

Front page headline of a 
newspapaer 

 To attract attention 

 To interest readers 
 To give information 

 Adults who buy 
newspapers 

Breakfast TV  
 
 
 
 

 

Billboard advert for 
chocolate 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Teenage magazine  
 
 
 
 

 

TV late evening news  
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

A young child’s story book  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Read the leaflet about the WOLF 
 
List features of the text that PERSUDE the reader to support their campaign to 
protect wolves. 
 
 
Answers:   
 
Persuasive features 
Use of a range of images – show as cute, beautiful & in a family group 
Use of headings & presentational devices  
Use of facts 
Learn of ‘threat of extinction’ 
Powerful/ emotive language – ‘all-out-war’, the ‘beautiful eerie howl’, ‘shatter the 
cruel illusion created by legend’, ‘their desperate attempts to survive’ 
Refs to expert opinion ‘ those who have studied this species hold wolves in deep 
respect’ 
Convincing reasons given for the ‘hated’ of wolves by humankind 
Description of wolves positive qualitites – ‘friendship, loyalty and need’ + ‘harmony’ 
Refs to ‘family life’ and ‘uncles and aunts’  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


