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Materials
For this paper you must have:
• an AQA 12-page answer booklet
• Insert to accompany Section B (enclosed).

Instructions
• Use black ink or black ball-point pen.
• Write the information required on the front of your answer book. The Examining Body for this paper is AQA. The Paper Reference is 7702/2.
• There are two sections:
- Section A: Diversity and Change
- Section B: Language Discourses.
• Answer either Question 1 or Question 2 from Section A.
• Answer both Question 3 and Question 4 from Section B.
• Do all rough work in your answer book. Cross through any work that you do not want to be marked.

Information
• The maximum mark for this paper is 100.
• The marks for questions are shown in brackets.
• There are 30 marks for either Question 1 or Question 2, 40 marks for Question 3 and 30 marks for Question 4.
• You will be marked on your ability to:
– use good English
– organise information clearly
– use specialist vocabulary where appropriate.

Advice
• It is recommended that you spend about 45 minutes writing your Section A answer. You should spend 15 minutes preparing the material for and 45 minutes writing your answer to Question 3 and 45 minutes writing your answer to Question 4.










Section A

Diversity and Change

      Answer one question in this section.

Either
[bookmark: _GoBack]01. Evaluate the idea that speakers of slang are lazy and uneducated.
									[30 marks] 

or 

 02. Evaluate the idea that men are more competitive than women in conversation.
[30 marks]


Section B

Language Discourses

Answer both Question 3 and Question 4 in this section.


03. Text A, printed on the insert, is an extract from an article from The Guardian Online’s ‘Mind Your Language’ section. Text B, printed on page 4, is the start of an article from the politics section on the The Huffington Post website.

Analyse how language is used in Text A and Text B to present views about the nature of accents, attitudes and identity within the English Language.

In your answer you should:

• examine any similarities and differences you find between the two texts
• explore how effectively the texts present their views.

[40 marks]

04. Write an opinion article about language diversity in which you assess the ideas and issues raised in Text A and Text B and argue your own views.							
[30 marks]




Text A:

It's what you have to say, not how you say it
Gary Nunn

Friday 27 November 2015 07.00 GMT
Last modified on Thursday 11 August 2016 10.59 BST

Eloquence without elocution. It’s a delightful juxtaposition, and a generation of writers, speakers and language lovers are doing it. 

Once access to education was solely for the privileged. Multi-syllabic, mellifluous and beautiful words were kept one side of a velvet-roped area the size of Swaziland; all other available language filled the continent of Africa. Those writers and speakers delivered their articulate and sesquipedalian beauty in clipped, received pronunciation accents that we could trust.

Fast forward to today and something superbly democratic has happened with access to the words previously roped off in the exclusive VIP enclave. They’re available to people who pronounce them totally differently, reinvigorating the previously pretentious with a rougher, cooler edge. 

It wasn’t always this way. For a long time, the harsh contradiction of an “estuary accent” rubbed peculiarly alongside these words usually preserved for the so-called well spoken. I should know. I’ve never knowingly pronounced an aspirated T in my life. It’d always be a glo’all stop where I come from. For more on the glottal stop, watch Jade Joddle’s YouTube series on “How to speak estuary English.”

I come from the Medway Towns in north Kent, specifically Strood, a place fellow Guardian writer Stuart Heritage compared to “like spending an eternity having red-hot knitting needles jammed underneath your fingernails”. The Ukip stronghold from where Labour’s Emily Thornberry sent her infamous “snobby” tweet, it’s a working-class place that never pronounces the T in nearby Chatham, where the accent is estuary and the elocution elusive.

But the way I write and the way I talk are completely separate. I speak, in cheeky Medway parlance, like a right old Renee. It used to be a source of unavoidable embarrassment, but I’m not apologising for it any more. I’m owning it. When I talk, my negatives come in doubles and I don’t even attempt to lapse out of my colloquial comfort zone. “I ain’t never doing that again ’cos the other way’s much more better” would be, in my speaking vernacular, perfectly acceptable. Since I moved out of Medway, people often attempt to correct me when I speak like this. But I generally ignore them. This is how I stay true to my tribe.






Text B: 
Angela Rayner Called ‘Thick As Mince’ In Abusive Emails About Her Accent

Snobbery allegedly comes from within Labour too.
27/10/2016 16:55 | Updated 28 October 2016

One of Jeremy Corbyn’s top team has hit back at abuse she receives for her accent, and tweeted that she will not change the way she speaks.
Shadow Education Secretary Angela Rayner had received “half a dozen” emails attacking her for her northern accent, according to her office, following an appearance on Channel 4 on Tuesday.

Amongst these emails, seen by HuffPostUK, were the lines: “you sound as thick as mince and seem to be devoid of an original thought”, and “If you wanted to represent Northerners as ‘thick individuals’, then well done you have succeeded”.

A Labour source also claimed snobbery towards Rayner came from within the party, a small proportion of which, they said, equates her accent with stupidity.

My accent&way in which I speak has again come under attack from some people, I have the same accent as the people I represent, I won't change.

Rayner, seen as a rising star in the Labour party, was elected in as an MP in 2015. She comes from Stockport, in Greater Manchester. 

The MP’s office said the emails came mostly from the South of England, “places like Herefordshire”.

“Quite a lot of it is based on snobbery - people look down their noses on regional accents”, her office said. “We see this on a regular basis”.

“It’s about the way she speaks - she has said before she wasn’t born with a plum in her mouth.”

Another Labour source said some of the snobbery directed at Rayner came from within the party, as some “equate a regional accent with stupidity”.

“There is whispering in the party, particularly from those who took more conventional route to parliament, coming from Oxbridge. There seems to be some resentment that a working-class woman who left school at 16 is there.”

Abusive emails received by the MP in the last month include the following:
I just listened to you on Q Time. You sound as thick as mince and seem to be devoid of an original thought. In what sense do you see yourself as a people’s representative? I’m sure most would feel embarrassed. I did, and I vote labour.
****
I am appalled having watched you on question time. If you wanted to represent Northerners as ‘thick individuals’, then well done you have succeeded.

Rayner’s office said she “shrugged the abuse off”, but had tweeted in order to mark that it was happening
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