
  

 

Non-confidential  

 

A-level 

COMPUTER SCIENCE 

Feedback on the 2019 NEA 

Student response booklet 

 
 

Published: Autumn 2019 
 
 
 

  



 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 

England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

2 of 88 

 

  



 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 

England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

3 of 88 

 

Contents  

 

Contents Page 

Analysis  4 

Documented design 32 

Testing  56 

Evaluation 73 

Contact  88 

 

  



 

 

AQA Education (AQA) is a registered charity (number 1073334) and a company limited by guarantee registered in 

England and Wales (number 3644723). Our registered address is AQA, Devas Street, Manchester M15 6EX. 

4 of 88 

 

Analysis 
 
Level Criteria Mark 

 
 
 

 
3 

Fully or nearly fully scoped analysis of a real problem, presented in a 
way that a third party can understand. Requirements fully documented in 
a set of measurable and appropriate specific objectives, covering all 
required functionality of the solution or areas of investigation. 
Requirements arrived at by considering, through dialogue, the needs of 
the intended users of the system, or recipients of the outcomes for 
investigative projects. 
Problem sufficiently well modelled to be of use in subsequent 
stages. 

 
 
 

 
7–9 

 
 
 
 

 
2 

Well scoped analysis (but with some omissions that are not serious 
enough to undermine later design) of a real problem. Most, but not all, 
requirements documented in a set of, in the main, measurable and 
appropriate specific objectives that cover most of the required functionality 
of a solution or areas of investigation. 
Requirements arrived at, in the main, by considering, through 
dialogue, the needs of the intended users of the system, or recipients 
of the outcomes for investigative projects. 
Problem sufficiently well modelled to be of use in subsequent 
stages. 

 
 
 
 

 
4–6 

 
 
 

 
1 

Partly scoped analysis of a problem. 
Requirements partly documented in a set of specific objectives, not all of 
which are measurable or appropriate for developing a solution. The 
required functionality or areas of investigation are only partly addressed. 
Some attempt to consider, through dialogue, the needs of the intended 
users of the system, or recipients of the outcomes for investigative 
projects. 
Problem partly modelled and of some use in subsequent stages. 

 
 
 

 
1–3 

 No evidence presented 0 
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Documented design 

 

Level Criteria Mark 

 
4 

Fully or nearly fully articulated design for a real problem, that describes 
how all or almost all of the key aspects of the solution/investigation are to 
be structured/are structured. 

 
10–12 

 
3 

Adequately articulated design for a real problem that describes how 
most of the key aspects of the solution/investigation are to be 
structured/are structured. 

 
7–9 

 
2 

Partially articulated design for a real problem that describes how some 
aspects of the solution/investigation are to be structured/are structured. 

 
4–6 

 
1 

Inadequate articulation of the design of the solution so that it is difficult to 
obtain a picture of how the solution/investigation is to be structured/is 
structured without resorting to looking directly at the programmed solution. 

 
1–3 

 No evidence presented 0 
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Testing  
 
Level Criteria Mark 

 

 
4 

Clear evidence, in the form of carefully selected representative 
samples, that thorough testing has been carried out. This 
demonstrates the robustness of the complete or nearly complete 
solution/thoroughness of investigation and that the requirements of 
the solution/investigation have been achieved. 

 

 
7–8 

 

 
3 

Extensive testing has been carried out, but the evidence presented in the 
form of representative samples does not make clear that all of the core 
requirements of the solution/investigation have been achieved. This may 
be due to some key aspects not being tested or because the evidence is 
not always presented clearly. 

 

 
5–6 

 
 
 
2 

Evidence in the form of representative samples of moderately extensive 
testing, but falling short of demonstrating that the requirements of the 
solution/investigation have been achieved and the solution is 
robust/investigation thorough. 
The evidence presented is explained. 

 
 
 
3–4 

 

 
1 

A small number of tests have been carried out, which demonstrate 
that some parts of the solution work/some outcomes of the 
investigation are achieved. 
The evidence presented may not be entirely clear. 

 

 
1–2 

 No evidence presented 0 
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Evaluation 
 

Level Criteria Mark 

 

 
4 

Full consideration given to how well the outcome meets all of its 
requirements. 
How the outcome could be improved if the problem was revisited is 
discussed and given detailed consideration. Independent feedback 
obtained of a useful and realistic nature, evaluated and discussed in 
a meaningful way. 

 

 
4 

 
 
 
3 

Full or nearly full consideration given to how well the outcome 
meets all of its requirements. 
How the outcome could be improved if the problem was revisited is 
discussed but consideration given is limited. Independent feedback 
obtained of a useful and realistic nature but is not evaluated and 
discussed in a meaningful way, if at all. 

 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
2 

The outcome is discussed but not all aspects are fully addressed either by 
omission or because some of the requirements have not been met and 
those requirements not met have been ignored in the evaluation. 
No independent feedback obtained or if obtained is not sufficiently 
useful or realistic to be evaluated in a meaningfully way even if 
attempted. 

 
 
 
2 

 

 
1 

Some of the outcomes are assessed but only in a superficial way. 
No independent feedback obtained or if obtained is so basic as to be not 
worthy of evaluation. 

 

 
1 

 No evidence presented 0 
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Contact us 

 

T: 0161 957 3980 
E: computerscience@aqa.org.uk  
8am–5pm Monday to Friday 
 
aqa.org.uk 
 


