ESSAY STRUCTURE: Section B 

Machinal by Sophie Treadwell 
‘Performer’ essay structure 

	
Your interpretation of the role
1 paragraph

	· Who is the character in the play – the context
· Your role in the extract.
· Your objectives and obstacles in the scene.
	Show your understanding of the play and themes as a whole.

Discuss and justify your choices as a performer.

	
Performing the role

3 paragraphs


	· First POINT linking to question (What are you going to DO/ how is it going to LOOK)
·  ANALYSIS (What are the connotations of this choice/ how does it relate to the play?)
· IMPACT on the audience (what is the audience going to feel/ think when they see it?)
· LINK to context (what was happening at the time that has informed this decision? Link to play as whole)

	Remember this is how you would perform the character with a clear concept.

Use examples from the extract with quotes.

Use examples from the text as a whole that relate to your concept.

  




Designer essay structure 

	
Your design concept
1 paragraph

	· What is your design concept for the play as a whole – how does this reflect the play’s context
· What mood/atmosphere do you intend to create in this extract and why? 
· What impact do you intend to have on your audience?
	Show your understanding of the play and themes as a whole.

Discuss and justify your choices as a designer.

	
Your use of design elements
5 paragraphs

You may talk as one designer (e.g. costume designer) or about a number of different design elements (lighting, set, sound, costume)

	· set, lighting, sound, costume
· make-up, masks, puppets and props
· other visual or special effects such as smoke, haze, projections
· use of space, staging, proxemics, levels, entrances and exits
· how their chosen theatrical element will convey mood and atmosphere to an audience 
· how their chosen theatrical element will communicate ideas and meaning to an audience
· stage directions and entrances and exits
· actor/audience relationship
· type of theatrical venue (e.g. site specific)
· the impact of specific technical and creative choices
· performance style (e.g. expressionistic)
· theatrical influence (e.g. Brecht)
· intended audience impact
	Remember you must discuss how you will practically apply theatrical elements and design techniques. 

Use examples from the extract with quotes. 

Use examples from the text as a whole that relate to your design concept.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Show your technical knowledge (e.g. subconscious associations of the audience about costume shape / lighting colour temperature) and how your design choices will create impact.



