[bookmark: _GoBack]Elements of Tragedy – ‘The Great Gatsby’

1. What choices have been made regarding the narrative voice in Chapter One? What do we learn about the narrator?

Characterization
2. How is Gatsby characterized in Chapter One?
3. How is Tom characterized?
4. How is Daisy characterized?
5. How is Jordan characterized?
6. How is Nick characterized?

7. What significant structural features are evident? What is the effect of such structural features? [contrasts/juxtapositions; graphological breaks; syntax; beginning and end of chapter etc.]

8. What is significant about the settings referred to in Chapter One?

9. How is time handled in Chapter One?

10. Significant imagery in Chapter One? Why is it used?

11. Symbols? Motifs?

12. Key elements of tragedy – how do we see the following in Chapter 1?

· Sense of foreboding and inevitability
· Tom as tragic villain
· Daisy’s role as blurred and unclear
· Gatsby as the hero of the story
· The significance of spatial setting to the tragedy
· The significance of temporal setting to the tragedy
· Morality as a central motif

Essay Question: 
How does Fitzgerald establish chapter one of The Great Gatsby as a tragedy?











Chapter 2: 

1. The chapter starts with a description of the Valley of Ashes. How is it described?
2. What do you think is the effect of beginning the chapter in this way?
3. There is a billboard described – the advertisement of the opticians; what do you think this might symbolise?
4. How is Tom characterised when he arrives at the V of A? What do his dialogue and actions suggest?
5. How is George Wilson introduced/characterised? [name / actions / description / dialogue / how the character is used]
6. How is Myrtle introduced to the story? [name / actions / description / dialogue / how the character is used]
7. What is significant about the switch in setting to New York and specifically the apartment?
8. There are lots of minor characters in this chapter whose voices we hear – what is the function of these minor characters – such as Catherine and Mr and Mrs McKee?
9. Myrtle’s character changes when she arrives at New York – how does Nick signify this change?
10. There are some key symbols in this chapter – the police dog, the Town Tattle, the taxi cab – what do you think they signify?
11. You get a sense that Nick doesn’t enjoy the party he is at; he appears to judge quite deeply the guests that are there. Where do you get this impression?
12. Once again – Gatsby is talked about but not seen. What do you learn about Gatsby? How do you learn it? What does this do in terms of the story and the character?
13. Myrtle has her nose violently broken in this chapter – how are we prepared for this? How does the chapter build up to this climactic moment?
14. The moment Myrtle has her nose broken could be a metaphor. What do you think it could be a metaphor for?
15. What narrative gaps are there in the chapter? Moments of ambiguity?
16. Any other reasons why we should be cautious of Nick’s narration?

Essay Question: 
How is Myrtle presented as a tragic victim in Chapter Two?











Chapter 3: 
1. How are cars used as a symbol of status and power in Chapters 2 and 3? 
2. Chapter 3 describes Gatsby’s “little party.” Enumerate details about the party itself, about the guests and about their conversation and behavior.
3. Describe the meeting between Nick and Gatsby. Comment on Fitzgerald’s skill in preparing for Gatsby’s entrance into the story.
4. In what way are Nick and Gatsby similar at this point? Why are they paradoxical? 
5. What is the reason for Nick’s breaking the story at this point? Read the section beginning with “Reading over what I have written so far…”
6. At the end of Chapter 3, Nick meets Jordan again. The author includes several episodes that emphasize her carelessness and basic dishonesty. Discuss these instances. What do they reveal about Jordan? About Nick?
7. Notice the last paragraph in Chapter 3. Is Nick being overly proud here? Discuss.

Essay: 
“Having read the first three chapters, I see nothing great about Gatsby.” To what extent do you agree? Remember to explore in detail Fitzgerald’s authorial methods.


Chapter 4
1. The introductory section of Chapter 4 gives a long roster of those who attended Gatsby’s parties. How do they behave toward their host? Why, then, do they accept his hospitality?
2. Describe Gatsby’s car.
3. Discuss the details that Gatsby shares with Nick about his past.
4. Does Nick believe Gatsby’s story? Why or why not?
5. Who is Meyer Wolfsheim? What seems to be his connection with Gatsby?  What accomplishments of Meyer Wolfshiem’s does Gatsby describe to Nick?  How does Nick react?
6. Jordan Baker tells Nick about Daisy, Gatsby, and Tom. Summarize the story.  According to Jordan, what did Daisy do on her wedding way?  Why?
7. Explain the epigraph on the title page of the novel (“it’s the quote”). What does it reveal about Gatsby and his love for Daisy?
8. Do we know why Gatsby has so many parties? Why did he buy the house? Explain.
9. What new meaning do you see in the last two paragraphs of Chapter 1? What does Nick mean when he says, “Then it had not been merely the stars to which he had aspired on the June night”?
10. Why does Gatsby want to have tea with Daisy in Nick’s house?  Why doesn’t Gatsby ask Nick for this favor himself?
11. What does Tom do when he and Daisy return from their honeymoon?
12. Aside from the improbability of his story, what other evidence is there that Gatsby is lying when he tells Nick about his background?
13. What does Gatsby’s friendship with Meyer Wolfshiem imply about his own background?
14. How does Daisy behave after Gatsby goes overseas?  What does her behavior show about her feelings for Gatsby?
15. After Jordan tells Nick the story of Gatsby and Daisy, Nick says that Gatsby “came alive to me, delivered suddenly from the womb of his purposeless splendor.”  How does the metaphor of birth help explain what Gatsby’s behavior had meant to Nick up to then?
16. [bookmark: _Chapter_5:_]With Jordan in his arms, Nick thinks of a phrase:  “There are only the pursued, the pursuing, the busy and the tired.”  How do you think this phrase reflects on the events of the novel so far?  Do you think that Gatsby would agree with the phrase?
Essay: 
“It is impossible to see Daisy as a tragic victim in Chapter 4.”
To what extent do you agree with this view? Remember to explore in detail Fitzgerald’s authorial methods.

More on Chapter 4 – Recap

1) Why does Nick include the list of guests at Gatsby’s parties at the start of Ch4?
2) What significance do you find in that being the start of the chapter?
3) When Gatsby comes to collect Nick for “that disconcerting ride” what is remarkable about his appearance.
4) What details do we learn of Gatsby’s car? What significance do you find in the description?
5) Who does Gatsby say his parents are?
6) What is remarkable about the line: “I tried very hard to die, but I seemed to bear an enchanted life.”
7) How do you know Nick is initially sceptical about Gatsby’s account of his past? What makes him change his mind?
8) What was Daisy’s maiden name? What significance do you find in this?
9) What gift is Daisy given by Tom, just before they marry? What does it symbolise?
10) What becomes attractive to Nick about Jordan?

Chapter 5
1. Gatsby’s actions in preparing for Daisy’s arrival seem both flamboyant and absurd. What does he do? Why?
2. Discuss Gatsby’s actions once Daisy arrives. How do we know he is nervous? How does he try to impress her?
3. Toward the end of the chapter, Nick attempts to explain “the expression of bewilderment that had come back into Gatsby’s
face.” What explanation does Nick give? Why, in his opinion, is Daisy not at fault?
4. Describe Daisy’s reactions during the course of her meeting with Gatsby.
5. Has Nick been affected by the meeting between Gatsby and Daisy? In what way?

More Challenging Question:
Throughout the novel, Nick’s language is often poetic and metaphorical which heightens the tragedy – how though?  Identify quotations where his descriptions elevate tragedy.  

How is setting used in Chapter 5 to prepare us for the tragedy?

Find quotations about: 
· Backdrop of the bleak weather 
· The physical description of Gatsby’s mansion

Write more extended responses to these questions: 
1. How is Daisy presented in Chapter 5?
2. What is the purpose of Klipspringer to the narrative?
3. How does Nick use language to heighten the sense of impending tragedy?

There is no essay on Chapter 5; ensure that your extended responses are detailed.  

Chapter 6
1. What was Gatsby’s real name? Why and when had he changed it?
2. In what way was Dan Cody involved in Gatsby’s destiny?
3. Why does Tom attend Gatsby’s party? How does this scene reveal the contrast between Gatsby and Tom?
4. What is deeply ironic in Tom’s statement, “…I may be old-fashioned in my ideas, but women run around too much these days to suit me”?
5. Note the reactions of Tom and Daisy at different times during Gatsby’s part. Did they enjoy themselves? Explain.
6. What suspicions does Tom have about Gatsby? What does he vow to do?
7. What do Nick and Gatsby talk about after the party?
8. What is Gatsby expecting of Daisy that prompts Nick to warn him, “I wouldn’t ask too much of her… You can’t repeat the past”?

Key Info on Chapter 6: 
In Chapter 6, when Nick finally describes Gatsby’s early history, he uses this striking comparison between Gatsby and Jesus Christ to illuminate Gatsby’s creation of his own identity.  Fitzgerald was probably influenced in drawing this parallel by a nineteenth-century book by Ernest Renan entitled The Life of Jesus.  This book presents Jesus as a figure who essentially decided to make himself the son of God, then brought himself to ruin by refusing to recognize the reality that denied his self-conception.  Renan describes a Jesus who is “faithful to his self-created dream but scornful of the factual truth that finally crushes him and his dream”—a very appropriate description of Gatsby.  Fitzgerald is known to have admired Renan’s work and seems to have drawn upon it in devising this metaphor. Gatsby transforms himself into the ideal that he envisioned for himself (a “Platonic conception of himself”) as a youngster and remains committed to that ideal, despite the obstacles that society presents to the fulfilment of his dream.

Extended response: 
Why is the comparison of Gatsby to Jesus Christ tragically significant?  

Key Quotation Recap from Chapter 1 to Chapter 6.  As far as possible, complete these without looking at your copy of the text! 
· “there was an immediate ___________ vitality about her”
· “her ______________ had undergone a change”
· “making a _______, ________ movement Tom Buchanan broke her nose with his open hand.”
· “It was one of those rare smiles with a quality of ___________ reassurance in it.”
· “Anything can _____________ now we’ve slid over this bridge, I thought; anything at all… Even _________ could happen”
· “He came alive to me, delivered ___________ from the womb of his _____________ splendour”
· “I keep it always full of interesting people, night and day. People who do ______________ things. __________ people.”
· “Outside the wind was loud and there was a faint ______ of ________ along the Sound”
· “ ‘I’d like to know who he is and what he does,’ ________ Tom”
· “He wanted nothing less of Daisy than that she should go to Tom and say: __ ______ _______ ____”
· “ ‘____ ______ _____ _____?’ He said incredulously. ‘Why of course you can!’”

Tension in Chapter 6: 
Look at the following key scenes and answer the following question: 
How does Fitzgerald create tension in Chapter 6?  (Focus here on the writer’s methods). 
· Tom and the Sloanes at Gatsby’s
· Tom’s presence at Gatsby’s party / Daisy’s view of the party 
· The poetic ending 
· Comment that this is Nick’s self-conscious narration

Chapter 7
1. Note the use Fitzgerald makes of the weather as a background for significant events. Point out examples in this chapter and in previous chapters.
2. Gatsby has made some changes in his lifestyle that so concerned Nick that he went to check on him. What changes do you note? Why did he make them?
3. Analyse Daisy’s attitude toward her child as evidenced in this chapter and in chapter 1. Is she a good mother? Explain why Gatsby looked “at the child with surprise.”
4. With whom does Tom talk on the telephone early in the chapter? About what?
5. What startling discovery does Tom make shortly after lunch?
6. What does Gatsby mean when he says that Daisy’s voice is “full of money”? Why does Fitzgerald put those words in Gatsby’s mouth and not Nick’s?
7. What arrangements are made regarding the passengers of each car on the trip to the city? Why?
8. Eyes play a significant role in this chapter. Explain.
9. Explain Nick’s statement paralleling Tom and Wilson, “…it occurred to me that there was no difference between men, in intelligence or race, so profound as the difference between the sick and the well.” Refer to the text and explain what
prompted Nick to say this.
10. What does Gatsby do that makes Nick want “to get up and slap him on the back”? Why does Nick feel this way?
11. Does Daisy know what love is? Whom does she really love?
12. In what way is each of the major characters involved in the tragedy that occurs at the end of the chapter?
13. Is there any significance in the fact that the day is Nick’s birthday?
14. Why is it necessary for the author to introduce a new character, Michaelis, at this point in the novel?
15. Explain what Nick means when he says, “…suddenly I guessed at the truth”?
16. At the end of Chapter 7 Nick observes Gatsby, Tom, and Daisy after the accident. What conclusions does he reach?
17. Explain the last paragraph of Chapter 7.

More challenging questions – write extended responses: 
1. How does FSF create the impression of a ‘turning point’ in the narrative and tragedy?
2. Chapter 7 provides the climactic moment in the novel. How does FSF create a sense of tragic inevitability?
3. What impression is FSF creating by the juxtaposition between the intense heat on the outside and the cool “singing breeze” created by the fans inside the Buchanan mansion? 
4. How is Tom characterised as the antagonist throughout the early part of the chapter?
5. What tragic function does Pammy serve within the narrative?
6. What is the catalyst to the conflict around the lunch table?
7. How does FSF present the conflict between Tom and Gatsby? How does it build?
8. What has Tom discovered? What is the significance of this revelation in terms of the tragedy?
9. How is Myrtle Wilson presented in the first section of the chapter?


Extended Task: 
Make substantial and detailed notes, making close textual references on how women could be seen to be victims in Chapter 7 of ‘The Great Gatsby’.

Extended Task: 
In the novel so far, how does Fitzgerald create a sense over the novel that we are heading towards a tragic climax? List as many examples of tragic inevitability as you can.

Essay
“Myrtle Wilson is a tragic innocent, who suffers entirely at the hands of men.” 
To what extent do you agree? Remember to include detailed analysis of Fitzgerald’s authorial methods.

Chapter 8
1. At the beginning of the chapter, the story is interrupted at its most dramatic point. What is the author’s purpose in breaking the story here?
2. What had prompted Gatsby to talk freely to Nick now, when he was unwilling to do so in the past?
3. What further information do we learn about Gatsby?
4. As Nick leaves Gatsby the morning after the accident, he remarks, “They’re a rotten crowd.” Enumerate the people “they”refers to. Why are they rotten”?
5. What is the compliment that Nick pays to Gatsby? Why does Nick feel compelled to commend Gatsby?
6. Explain Nick’s meaning when he balances Gatsby’s supposed “corruption” against his “incorruptible dream.”
7. How does Wilson view the “eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg”? Does Wilson’s statement have a symbolic level for the novel as a whole? Explain.
8. Trace the movements of Gatsby and Wilson at the end of Chapter 8. What is Nick’s meaning when he says, “…the holocaust was complete”?

Make extended notes on each of these elements of tragedy in Chapter 8:
1. Sense of inevitability
2. The fall of the hero
3. Gatsby’s flaw
4. Tom as villain
5. Ambivalence surrounding how George Wilson is characterised
6. Any sense of Gatsby’s ‘greatness’?
7. Chaos and confusion
8. Gatsby – a figure inspiring pity
9. Presentation of a lawless and immoral 1920s society
10. Death

	Key Text Ref
	Significance

	“a fog-horn was groaning incessantly”
	


	“He was clutching at some last hope”
	


	“Jay Gatsby had broken like glass against Tom’s hard malice”
	


	“…indiscernible barbed wire between…”
	


	“He took what he could get, ravenously and unscrupulously”
	


	“He did extraordinarily well in the war.”
	


	“…there was a quality of nervous despair in Daisy’s letters…she was feeling the pressure of the world…”
	


	“Daisy began to move with the season”
	


	“It was dawn now on Long Island…grey-turning, gold turning light”
	


	“You’re worth the whole damn bunch put together”
	


	“For a while the door of the office was open and everyone who came in glanced irresistibly through it.”
	


	“Have you got a church… don’t belong to any…”
	


	“faded eyes…eyes narrowed… glazed eyes…”
	


	“God sees everything repeated Wilson. ‘That’s am advertisement…’”
	


	“boys who had seen a man ‘acting sort of crazy’”
	


	“Gatsby shouldered the mattress and started for the pool.”
	

	“He must have a looked up at an unfamiliar sky through frightening leaves…as he found what a grotesque thing a rose is.”
	

	“The chauffeur heard the shots”
	



	“Faint barely perceptible movement of the water… little ripples…”
	




	“The holocaust was complete.”
	





Make extended notes on the following: 
What is tragic about Wilson’s death?



Chapter 9
1. What makes Nick assume responsibility for the funeral arrangements? Specify the things he did.
2. What version of the tragedy appeared in the newspapers? How would you account for the fact that this version went unchallenged and uncorrected?
3. How had Gatsby’s father learned of the tragedy? To what extent does the father know his son?
4. Discuss the significance of Gatsby’s boyhood program for self-improvement.
5. What is the irony of Gatsby’s funeral?
6. What is the significance of the scene including Jordan Baker?
7. What moral judgment does Nick make about Tom and Daisy? Discuss.

Extended Response: 
Explain the significance of the last page of the novel in relation to Gatsby’s dream and to the American Dream.












