English Literature Paper 2 Revision mat: DNAContext : DNA was first performed in 2008 and is very much a play for the modern era.  For example, a central idea is not just the death of Adam, but the coverage of the murder in the media.  The horrific events in the play remind some of the death of Jamie Bulger in 1993, who was abducted from a shopping centre on Merseyside by two ten year old boys.  The story shook the country.  Kelly also draws upon the demonization of “hoodie” culture and the link to gang culture and violence.  Kelly raises questions about Youth culture, which is often at the centre of moral panics by the media. 








































Methods:  
Proxemics – Kelly uses the gestures and distances between characters to convey their different relationships.  
Stichomythia – Lou, Jan and Mark often speak in fast paced dialogue using short sentences or with one word phrases to clarify their understanding of events or to convince each other that their actions are justified.  
Monologues – Leah speaks in long stream-of-consciousness style monologues in which she sometimes lays her thoughts and feelings bare, but at other times discusses intellectual concepts such as science and nature.  At the end Richard’s speech takes the same structure as Leah’s.  
Silence – Phil is a powerful character and often demonstrates this power through not speaking at all – for example, by ignoring Leah when she is seeking reassurance and security. 
Settings – The play follows a pattern with the repetition of settings “A street”,”A field”, “A wood”, “A field” in the first three acts, with the same characters appearing in each scene.  The settings are indeterminate and Kelly does not specify a specific locality or time.  
Motifs - The contrast between light and dark is a recurring image in the play, as is the imagery of earth and dirt.  




Themes/ ideas
Nihilism
Gangs
Control
Violence
Justice
Power
Morality
Guilt
Humanity
Innocence
Tyrrany
Responsibility 

Plot 
Act 1: Mark and Jan discuss that someone is dead and this throws the audience into the middle of the action.  Leah talks and Phil eats.  Leah wants answers to know what Phil is thinking about.  John Tate panics and tries to ban the others from using the word “dead”.  He tries to keep control over the group by using fear and threats.  Richard threatens his leadership but is supressed.  When Mark and Jan arrive they explain their version of events and try to justify the attack on Adam.  Phil finally speaks and devises a plan to frame a non-existent person. Leah speaks about bonobos as our nearest relatives. 
Act 2: Leah is still trying to gain Phil’s attention, by killing Jerry her pet.  The police have found a man that fits the description of the man that Phil invented, as Cathy has used her “initiative” to find a man fitting her description.  The plan has gone wrong.  Brian refuses to go to the station to identify the suspect, but is threatened by Phil so eventually goes. 
Act 3: Adam is alive and has been living in a hedge, but has clearly sustained a head injury.  By now Cathy is “second in command” and charged with killing Adam.  Leah spits out Phil’s sweet and leaves in disgust.  
Act 4: We learn that Leah has left the group.  Richard tries to convince Phil to rejoin the group.  Phil does not speak or eat following Leah’s departure. Richard tells him what has happened to the rest of the group.  Richard appears to have taken Leah’s place as he sits in the field and talks to Phil.  




Key Characters: 
Mark and Jan:  These act as the Chorus, a technique adopted from Greek tragedy.  Traditionally the chorus acts as te moral compass of the play but Mark and Jan lack these qualities, demonstrating the warped sense of morality in the play.  They are responsible for the bullying of Adam which results in him falling into the grille.  Mark “We were having a laugh weren’t we?”   Mark repeats this several times.  They try to convince themselves that Adam is enjoying the bullying “Oh Yeah, Adam, he was laughing harder than anyone”.  However, references to laughter are interspersed with other phrases such as “terrified”, “crying” “stubbed out” “punch him” “pegged a stone”.  

Leah: In a number of scenes we are presented with the unrequited relationship between Leah and Phil, which exemplify Leah’s desire for a response from Phil and her insecurity.  She is a moral character who tries to reason with many of the characters.  She is able to think for herself and speak her mind, but in spite of this she falls under Phil’s leadership and isn’t able to alter the views of the others in the group.  However, her departure at the end of the play suggests that she has finally managed to escape from Phil’s controlling influence.  

Phil: Phil is on stage for many scenes but rarely speaks.  Instead he often eats sweets. He clearly considers everyone’s words and actions clearly before he speaks.  He gives calm instructions to each member of the group as he assigns him tasks and roles, which makes him appear callous and nihilistic.  “I’m in charge.  Everyone is happier.  What’s more important; one person, or everyone?”  Phil has controlling body language, for instance, when he places his hand on Lou’s shoulder and reassures her that “Everything is going to be fine”. 

John Tate: He only appears in Act 1 Scene 3.  He leads through fear and threats to control others, but visibly falls apart when he cannot control the group.  He bans the word “dead” and when Richard uses it, this challenge to his leadership causes him further insecurity.  He talks down to each character, eg to Brian “you crying piece of filth”. 

Cathy: From early in the play Cathy appears to have no remorse about the groups actions.  She finds the situation “exciting” and “better than ordinary life”.  Her excitement grows when she is asked for a TV interview, and as the play goes on her position rises.  By the end we learn that she is in charge, assuming Phil’s role.  

Lou: Lou follows whoever the leader is at the time.  She is controlled by fear.  She relies upon being given instruction and speaks only in simple sentences or short phrases, which give the impression of her being young and unassertive.  She also appears to believe the lies the group have created.     

Danny: Presented as a sensible character, he is the opposite to many of the characters, in the way he has already plotted the path his life will take and his educational route to becoming a dentist.  None of the other characters refer to their plans or ambitions in this way. 

Brian: other characters see Brian as a weak and vulnerable victim, bullied and pushed around by the others.  Richard hates him and protests when told by Phil he should look after him.  Cathy slaps him and Phil threatens him with the same fate as Adam is he doesn’t follow orders.  He is prescribed medication to help him cope.  In Act 3 Scene 3 he reverts to a childlike state of “play” to help him cope with events. 

Richard: At first Richard appears to be a strong character and potential leader.  He stands up to John Tate but is eventually put in his place when the group are told to choose sides. 




