English Literature Paper 1 Revision mat: A Christmas CarolDickens’ message: Charles Dickens used A Christmas Carol as a mirror to hold up to Victorian society. He was outraged by the treatment of the poor and the most vulnerable, particularly reinforced through The Poor Law Amendment Act. He used the novel to spread the message of goodwill, charity and hope through the popular trend of the Victorian ghost story. 








































Quotations: The three ghosts
Christmas Past: “It was a strange figure -- like a child: yet not so like a child as like an old man”, “, in singular contradiction of that wintry emblem, had its dress trimmed with summer flowers.”, “from the crown of its head there sprung a bright clear jet of light”.
Represents the ambiguity of the past and the innocence of childhood. The Ghost shows Scrooge the things he can learn from.
Christmas Present: “Its dark brown curls were long and free; free as its genial face, its sparkling eye, its open hand, its cheery voice, its unconstrained demeanour, and its joyful air”
Represents ideas of abundance and generosity at Christmas. The Ghost shows him the joys that can be experienced at Christmas.
Christmases yet to come: “The Phantom slowly, gravely, silently approached”, “seemed to scatter gloom and mystery”, “would have been difficult to detach its figure from the night”
Represents the uncertainty of the future and the fear and terror of death and the unknown. The Ghost shows Scrooge the awful events that will occur if he doesn’t change. 


















Methods and quotations:
Symbolism
Fire and light vs. Cold and dark: “he was all in a glow” [Fred], “bright clear jet of light” [Ghost of Christmas past] “He carried his own low temperature always” “Scrooge kept the coal-box in his own room”, “Shrouded in a deep black garment “ [Ghost of Christmases yet to come]
Structural devices
Flashback and flash-forward: the ghosts act as a structural device to structure the narrative taking Scrooge (and the reader) to different times and places in Scrooge’s life

Narrative foil: Fred acts as a narrative foil for the character of Scrooge, he is the exact opposite to him	and their contrast highlights the differences between the characters.
Characternym: Where the name of the character reflects their characteristics or role in the novel. In this case Belle acts as a warning ‘bell’ for Scrooge.









Quotations: Key characters
Scrooge: “Hard and sharp as flint”, “solitary as an oyster”, “he carried his own low temperature always about with him“, “A squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching, covetous old sinner!”, “Are there no prisons?” “I can’t afford to make idle people merry”, “Well they’d better do it, and decrease the surplus population!”, “Assure me that I yet may change these shadows you have shown me, by an altered life!" “I am as light as a feather”, “I am raising your salary”
Marley: “doomed to wander through the world”, “The chain he drew was clasped about his middle.  It was long, and wound about him like a tail; and it was made (for Scrooge observed it closely) of cash-boxes, keys, padlocks, ledgers, deeds, and heavy purses wrought in steel.”, "I wear the chain I forged in life," Mankind was my business.”
Fred: “He had so heated himself with rapid walking in the fog and frost.. that he was all in a glow; his face was ruddy and handsome; his eyes sparkled, and his breath smoked again.”, “I believe that it has done me good, and will do me good; and I say, God bless it!"
Bob Cratchit: “Scrooge had a very small fire, but the clerk's fire was so very much smaller that it looked like one coal.”“My little child!”
Tiny Tim: “God bless us everyone”
Belle: "What Idol has displaced you?..A golden one."
Ignorance and want: “They were a boy and a girl. Yellow, meagre, ragged, scowling, wolfish; but prostrate, too, in their humility. Where graceful youth should have filled their features out, and touched them with its freshest tints, a stale and shrivelled hand, like that of age, had pinched, and twisted them, and pulled them into shreds…monsters half so horrible and dread”




Fezziwig:

Ignorance and Want





Context
Treatment of the poor/Workhouses and prisons: The Poor Law Amendment act meant that if the poor needed financial aid they had to go to the workhouses or were sent to prison. Essentially, if the poor could not care for themselves they had to suffer back-breaking labour just for basic food and shelter. 
Dickens’ family experiences: Dickens’ father was sent to debtor’s prison when he was young and Charles Dickens had to work in a factory blacking bottles. He saw how a sudden change in financial circumstances could greatly affect a family and was appalled by the treatment of the poor. 
Victorians and ghost stories: ghost stories were very popular in Victorian society and the Victorian’s loved stories that were ghoulish and ghostly. Therefore the fact that Scrooge learns his lessons from ghosts would have greatly appealed to his readers. 
Dickens’ readers: Dickens’ readers were largely middle to upper class. Through the novel, Dickens is trying to teach his readers the consequences of society’s treatment of the poor and the vulnerable.



Themes:
Redemption, change, generosity, hope, goodwill, resurrection, time









