
 

Benton Park Road, Newcastle upon Tyne. NE7 7PE 

 

 
  
 

 
 

Tel: 0191 2153260  Fax: 0191 2153279                  mail@st-marys.newcastle.sch.uk             www.stmarysnewcastle.co.uk 
   
November 2016 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: GCSE Grading in English Language, English Literature and Mathematics  
 
As you may be aware, the Government is introducing a series of new, more demanding, GCSE courses starting with English 
Language, English Literature and Mathematics, which will be assessed for the first time in May and June, 2017. Other 
subjects will then follow from 2018. 
 
Your child is currently studying the new GCSE courses in English Language, English Literature and Mathematics. These new 
courses were implemented in September 2015, and have been designed by the Government to be more demanding in 
their content than previous GCSEs in English and Mathematics. This increase in challenge is also reflected in the way the 
subjects will be assessed. Achievement in these subjects will be determined solely by examinations, which your child will 
sit at the end of Year 11. 
 
The grading system for new GCSEs will also be different. In the new GCSEs in English and Mathematics, students will 
receive a number from 1 to 9. 1 is the lowest grade a student can achieve, and 9 is the highest. However, in the other 
GCSE subjects your child is studying, they will continue to achieve grades A* to G. This means that, for this academic year, 
your child will receive a mix of both letter grades and numerical grades, when they receive their GCSE results in August 
2017.  
 
Given that grade boundaries for the new courses in English and Mathematics will only be determined once all students, 
nationally, have sat their exams next summer, the examination boards are unable to provide any school with a definite 
idea of what marks will be required for each new grade. However, Ofqual, the Government department that regulates all 
examinations, has confirmed how the current grading system will correlate to the new grading system. The diagram 
below, taken from the Ofqual website, illustrates how the grading systems correlate. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Given that all schools have limited information on how the grade boundaries will finally be set next summer, we will 
continue to report to you in grades, under the current grading structure, for English Language, English Literature and 
Mathematics. It is impossible for any school to make an accurate, and informed, prediction on what numerical grades a 
student will achieve under the new system. We do know, however, that approximately the same proportion of students 
who would have achieved grade C on the old GCSE course, will achieve a grade 4 on the new course, and approximately 
the same number who would have achieved a grade A, will achieve a grade 7. Using this information, and the professional 
judgement of how students have achieved in previous years, we will track and report to you, where your child is achieving  
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under the current structure, and you will be able to see clearly how your child is achieving in English and Mathematics in 
relation to their other subjects, where they will also receive a grade under the current system. You will also be able to 
see, using the information provided by Ofqual, how this may translate under the new grading system, when the results 
are published. 
 
Both the English and Mathematics departments are very successful and high achieving departments in the school, and 
they are working exceptionally hard to work with your child to maximise their potential. Therefore, we would encourage 
your child to take the advice, support and guidance they are being given by their teachers, in order to ensure they achieve 
their very best in these subjects. 
 
As we have done in the past, we will be holding an information evening for parents in the Spring term, focusing on how 
to support your child in these two core subjects. We will write to you closer to the time, to inform you of this event. 
 
In the meantime, should you have any questions about this matter, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me. 
 
I look forward to our continued work together to ensure your child achieves their potential. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
D McKeating 
Senior Assistant Headteacher 
 
   

 
 


