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Qualification A Level Business/Careers Academy programme 

 

Entry 
Requirements 

English and Maths at C grade (no requirement for GCSE Business Studies) 

 

Content 
(Outline of 
Course) 

Year 12 
Theme 1: marketing and people (includes - meeting customer needs, analysing the market, marketing mix 
and strategy, managing people and what it takes to be an entrepreneur).  
Theme 2: managing business activities (includes - Financial planning , Managing finance, Resource 
management and External influences) 
 
Year 13 
Theme 3: Global business (includes – Globalisation, global markets and business expansion, global 
marketing, multinationals). 
Theme 4: Business decisions and strategy (includes – business objectives and strategy, business growth, 
decision making techniques, influences on business decisions, assessing competitiveness and managing 
change). 
 
Successful candidates within the A level group may be selected to take part within the UK Careers Academy 
programme. Careers academy is a major national Business Studies-related programme designed to provide a 
powerful introduction to the world of business through close association with companies in the Newcastle 
area.  The course is designed to incorporate the integration of the business world assisted through various  
experiences: 

 6-week paid internship with a company towards the end of the first year of study 

 A business mentor to provide guidance and support 

 Business ‘guru’ lectures 

 Visits, business seminars, simulations, enterprise events 
 

Assessment 

Year 12 
Paper 1 (80 marks 50% 1.5hrs) Section A: data response question Section B: data response question Section 
C: extended open response question 
Paper 2 (80 marks 50% 1.5hrs) Section A: data response question Section B: data response question Section 
C: extended open response question 
 
Year 13 
Paper 1 (100 marks 35% 2hrs) - Two data response questions broken down into a number of parts, each 
including one extended open response question 
Paper 2 (100 marks  35%  2hrs) - Two data response questions broken down into a number of parts, each 
including one extended open response question. 
Paper 3 (100 marks 30% 2hrs) - Context pre-released in June of the previous year. Section A: focus on the 
broad context. Section B: focus on a strand within the context  In each section, one data response question 
broken down into a number of parts, each including one extended open response question. 

 

Careers 
Guidance 

Students who take Business Studies often also study Computing, Modern Languages or Maths, but students 
committed to the arts or sciences should also consider taking Business Studies in this cost-centred world.  
This A-Level will get you started in business and will give you the skills and knowledge to progress to higher 
education. You could work for a corporation or maybe a management consultancy. All businesses (and other 
organisations like charities and hospitals) need sound business skills behind them. The qualification is 
designed to prepare students for employment in the business sector especially for work where there is an 
exceptional use of communication and ICT skills, liaison with customers and customer-facing operational 
roles.  The qualification relates to national occupational standards in three main areas: Business Enterprise or 
Personnel and Management or Business Systems. Progression can be to further education and to Level 4 
advanced courses including degrees in business and management related courses.   

 


