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AIM project: A registered charity set up in Manchester 
who have developed a range of tools for assessment 
and intervention with children and young people who 
display sexually harmful behaviour

TA-HSB was engaged in by almost half (46 per cent) of 
the children and young people accessing this service.  

It was rare for children and young people to engage in 
TA-HSB alone (7 per cent of the sample) without also 
engaging in offline HSB (46 per cent).

Stronger association was identified between the 
developmentally inappropriate use of pornography and 
offline HSB. 
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Child sexual exploitation grooming models

• Peer on peer exploitation 

• Exploitation through befriending and grooming 

• The ‘boyfriend’/pimp model of exploitation 

• The ‘party’ model



Stages of Child Grooming

1) Targeting the victim

2) Gaining the victim’s trust (Befriending)

3) Filling a need 

4) Isolating the child

5) Sexualising the relationship

6) Maintaining control
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Conduct:
Children need to be aware of the impact that their online activity can have 
on both themselves and other people, and the digital
footprint that they create on the internet. 
When using the internet, it’s important to keep personal information safe 
and not share it with strangers. 

Content:
Some online content is not suitable for children and may be hurtful or 
harmful. It’s important for children to consider the reliability of online 
material and be aware that it might not be true or written with a bias. 

Contact:
It is important for children to realise that new friends made online may not 
be who they say they are and that once a friend is added to an online 
account, you may be sharing your personal information with them. 
Reinforce with your child the importance of telling a trusted
adult straight away if someone is bullying them or making them feel 
uncomfortable, or if one of their friends is being bullied online.

Commercialism:
Young people’s privacy and enjoyment online can sometimes be affected by 
advertising and marketing schemes, which can also mean inadvertently 
spending money online, for example within applications. Encourage your 
children to keep their personal information private, learn how to block both 
pop ups and spam emails, turn off in-app purchasing on devices where 
possible, and use a family email address when filling in online forms.
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