
Carr Hill Community Primary School 
Talk Through Stories  

Text Progression  
 

Reception Year One Year Two 
Text Tier 2 Vocabulary Text Tier 2 Vocabulary Text Tier 2 Vocabulary 

 
Can’t You Sleep, 

Little Bear? by 
Martin Waddell 

settled 
groaned 
curling 
up glow 
hooked 
twinkly 
puzzled 
cosy 

 
 

I am Nefertiti 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Perfectly Norman 
by Tom Percival 

Extraordinary 
uncomfortable 
swooping 
miserable 
hesitantly 
problematic 
wonderful 
nervously 

 

 
 

Farmer Duck by 
Martin Waddell 

crept 
wriggled 
creaked 
wearily 
fled 

squeezed 

 

 
A Little Bit Brave 
by Nicola Kinnear 

daring 
stomped 
adventure 
scurrying 
proud 
familiar 
whimpered 
gobbled 

 

 
My Must-Have 

Mum by Maudie 
Smith 

glance 
rummage 
opportunity 
rustling 
bedraggled 
abandoned 
satisfied 
swirled 

 
 

The Lion Inside by 
Rachel Bright 

sparkled 
mighty 
craggy 
meek 
whimped 
ignored 
impressed 
slumbering 

 
On the Way 
Home by Jill 

Murphy 
 

sneaking 
gasped 
crammed 
soaring 
vast 
gloomy 
slithering 
struggled 

 
One Snowy Night 

by Nick 
Butterworth 

cosy 
miserable 
snuggled 
shivering 
shoved 
scraping 
fierce chuckle 

 

 
Owl Babies by 

Martin Waddell 

hunting 
silent 
fuss 
bounced 
swooped 
brave 
flapped 

 

 
Five Minutes 
Peace by Jill 

Murphy 

sneaked 
plonked 
pleasant 
trailed 
muttered 
groaned 
peace 
beamed 

 
The Squirrels Who 

Squabbled by 
Rachel Bright and 

Jim Field 

Squabbling 
towering 
squealed 
gathered 
convinced 
sprinted 
hollered 
scurried 

 
 

The Koala who 
Could 

risky 
clung 
adventure 
chatter 
keen 

 

 
Leo and the 

Octopus 
 

relax 
impressed 
determined 
nervous 
challenging 
calm 
confuse 
darted  

 
Billy and the 

Dragon by Nadia 
Shireen 

adorable 
mysterious 
grabbed 
massive 
rummaged 
fearsome 
fortunate 
treacherous 

 

 
 

Supertato by Sue 
Hendra 

escaped 
gasped 
rescue 
distress 
vanished 
crept 
leapt 
shrieked 

 

 
Six Dinner Sid by 

Inga Moore 

discovered 
slip out 
unlike 
tough 
damp 
suspicious 
believed 
furious 

 
Where the Wild 

Things Are by 
Maurice Sendak 

mischief 
roared 
staring 
terrible 
 tumbled 
lonely 
blinking 



Reception Year One Year Two 

Text Tier 2 Vocabulary Text Tier 2 Vocabulary Text Tier 2 Vocabulary 

 
The Extraordinary 

Gardener 

imagination 
wild 
ordinary 
roamed 
soared 
longed 
discovered 

 
 

Rajiv’s Starry 
Feelings by Niall 

Moorjani and 
Nanette Regan 

 
 
 

 
There’s a Snake in 

my School by 
David Walliams 
and Tony Ross 

Crammed 
menace 
encouraged 
announced 
mischievous 
bellowed 
dashed 
overjoyed 

 
Can’t You Sleep, 

Little Bear? by 
Martin Waddell 

settled 
groaned 
curling 
up glow 
hooked 
twinkly 
puzzled 
cosy 

 
Gecko’s Echo by 
Lucy Rowland 
and Natasha 
Rimmington 

brave 
muttered 
spied 
scampered 
beware 
boomed 
crept 
precious 

 
Cops and Robbers 

by Janet and 
Allan Ahlberg 

Fondness 
bounded 
dreadful 
prowl 
gloomy 
rumpled 
whirled 
skidded 

 

 
 

Zog by Julia 
Donaldson 

gripping 
wildly 
fearsome 
expert 
crowded 
triumph 
soared 
roared 

 
 

The Giant Jam 
Sandwich 

nuisance 
mighty 
leaped 
spoil 
swelled 
squealed 
dived  

Winnie the Witch 
by Valerie 

Thomas and 
Korky Paul 

furious 
crawled 
ridiculous 
miserable 
gleaming 
decided 
hurrying 

 

 
Sonya’s Chickens 
by Phoebe Wahl 

spruced 
tending 
nestled 
ruckus 
crept 
cowering 

exhausted 

 

 
Billy’s Bucket by 
Kes Gray and 
Garry Parsons 

explained 
persuaded 
sighed 
excitedly 
special 
chuckled 
frowned 
imagination 

 
The Invisible by 

Tom Percival 

curled 
crept 
memories 
fading 
invisible 
drifted 
forced 
vibrant 

 
Anna Hibicus’ 

Song by Atinuke 

amazing 
pound 
scattering 
floats 
chuckles 
explode 
reason 

 
The Slightly 
Annoying 

Elephant by 
David Walliams 

boomed 
expecting 
announced 
demanded 
rummaged 
massive 
pleaded 
protested 

  

 
 

Room on the 
broom by Julia 

Donaldson 

searched 
grinned 
shriek 
magnificent 
politely 
clutched 
keen 

grateful 

 

 

 

 
Tiddler by Julia 

Donaldson 

captured 
struggled 
dawdling 
hauling 
glimmered 
shivered 
peeped 
bashed 

  



Reception Year One Year Two 

Text Tier 2 Vocabulary Text Tier 2 Vocabulary Text Tier 2 Vocabulary 

 
Hugless Dougless 
by David Melling 

snuggled 
trembled 
clumsy 
peeped 
wrapped 
squeeze 
wriggled 
scooped 

 

 
 
 

The Wonky 
Donkey 

immediately 
hurling 
dragged 
staggered 
squealed 
panic 
plunged 
struggled 

  

 

Missing 
Richmond by 
Patrick Corrigan 

trekked 
gathering 
searched 
immediately 
rescue 
distract 
celebrate 
gracefully 

 

 
Burglar Bill by 
Janet and Alan 

Allberg 

comfortable 
suddenly 
creeps 
wonders 
hurry 
terrible 
fright 
pinched 

  

 
 

 
 

I’m in Charge! by 
Jeanne Willis, 

Jarvis 

bellowed 
startled 
barged 
sneaked 
grinned 
dreadful 
stomped 
refused 

 

 
 

Mog the 
Forgetful Cat 

forgetful 
remarkable 
suddenly 
noticed 
shining 
excited 
perhaps 
surprised 

  

 


