
Reading at Carcroft!

Music at Carcroft! 
‘Music is a world within itself, with a language we all 

understand’ - Stevie Wonder



Reading at Carcroft!

Intent:
Curriculum Intent
‘Music touches the very heart of our humanity and a sense of the wonder of music has touched human societies throughout history. 
Music education offers young people the chance to understand, perform and create in an aural dimension that often sits outside our 
capacity to describe in words. For many pupils, the music they love with be part of the narrative of their lives and bring colour to the 
experiences that shape them’ - Research review series: music (July 2021)

At Carcroft, pupils begin their music journey in EYFS aligning to the ‘Expressive arts and design’ strand. From 
Year 1 onwards, we follow the National Curriculum programme of study. We follow the ‘Sing Up’ online 
programme as a starting point, and adapt those plans where required. During their time at Carcroft, children 
will develop their understanding of music as well as their enthusiasm and curiosity for the subject. 

By the end of Year 6, we expect the children to leave with a deeper understanding and knowledge of music and 
its key components and vocabulary. They will have all the necessary skills to prepare them to continue their 
musical journey in Key Stage 3 and beyond. Children will have the opportunity to listen to, perform, analyse, 
critique and improve a range of pieces from a variety of historical periods, genres, traditions, and composers 
and musicians. Singing will also be the core to music throughout the school. Pupils will sing and build upon their 
technique and ability throughout their time at Carcroft, focusing on a wide range of songs and arrangements. 
There will be many opportunities to perform within the classroom setting, with our strong sense of crew used to 
embed positive boundaries and protocols. Children will be given the chance to critique their own, and others’, 
performances, giving them autonomy of how to further improve their final outcomes. 

At Carcroft, we believe that all children, regardless of their background, should have access to a broad and 
balanced music curriculum. Guitar tuition is provided as an opportunity for pupils in Year 5 at no charge to 
parents, and a music lunchtime club is also offered to pupils. Trips to Young Voices and Sing Out are popular 
with the pupils at Carcroft and are available to all pupils in Key Stage 2. 
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Intent:
Music in EYFS

The children begin their musical learning whilst in EYFS and will experience a variety of pieces. They will initially 
start to find the pulse using body percussion and dance before moving on to think about using untuned 
percussion instruments. Discussion around the piece of music is encouraged: Did you like it? What did you like 
about it? What did you not like about it? How did it make you feel?

As stated in the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (September 2021) ‘The development 
of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that 
children have regular opportunities to engage in the arts enabling them to explore and play with a range of 
media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for 
developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The 
frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and 
appreciating what they hear, respond and observe.’

Throughout continuous provision, children are encouraged to explore and experiment with a range of 
instruments, singing nursery rhymes and composing their own melodies. Children are supported to create their 
own lyrics, or use familiar lyrics and make them their own. 
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Intent:
Music in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2

‘Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-quality music education should engage and 
inspire pupils to develop a love of music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of 
achievement, As pupils progress, they should develop a critical engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with 
discrimination to the best in the musical canon’ - National Curriculum (2013)

The children at Carcroft continue their journey as they move into Key Stage 1, and subsequently into Key Stage 
2, building upon their listening and appraising skills. They are given opportunities to refine their ability to discuss 
music, evaluate and identify elements of a wide variety of music from different styles, eras, composers or 
performers. Singing is something that is seamlessly integrated within the music curriculum at Carcroft, with 
children being given the opportunity to improve their skills in using their voice within every unit of learning. 

The understanding of musical elements and the interrelated dimensions of music is something that is 
continuously embedded within musical learning at Carcroft. As children progress through school, their ability to 
create accurate and informed responses to music will improve.

Children will be given the opportunity to use instruments in solo and ensemble contexts. Tuned and untuned 
percussion instruments form a large part of the music offer within Key Stage 1 here at Carcroft, with children 
being given the opportunity to begin learning the recorder as they move into Lower Key Stage 2. The 
introduction of the recorder allows children to begin to use and understand staff and other musical notations as 
specified in the National Curriculum (2013). Within Upper Key Stage 2, children are then given the opportunity to 
further enhance their abilities by taking part in guitar lessons provided by Doncaster Music Service.



Reading at Carcroft!

Intent: EYFS Autumn

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=0
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Intent: EYFS Spring

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=0
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Intent: EYFS Summer

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=0
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Intent: Year 1

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=1497972723
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Intent: Year 2

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=1221231531
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Intent: Year 3

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=745326330
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Intent: Year 4

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=1095094873
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Intent: Year 5

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=2091948115
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Intent: Year 6

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/122JDvGxqz4Nxlsds2fkg87e3MH_2J1ewfhfnLdRTZQI/edit#gid=852588093
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Implementation:

How is music taught across the school at Carcroft?

Music will be delivered across the school using the online music scheme - Sing Up. 

Sing Up Music provides primary schools with the foundation to deliver a creative programme of high-quality classroom music activity. 
Designed and written by subject specialists, it sets out the skills, knowledge, and understanding to be gained by all pupils at each stage 
of learning, including the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

Sing Up’s music curriculum, with a scheme of work for each year group from Nursery to Year 6, represents a complete and progressive 
library of resources that meets the requirements of the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (Expressive Arts), the 
National Curriculum for Music, and suggested approaches of the Model Music Curriculum (Singing, Listening, Composing, 
Performance/Instrumental Performance). 

Covering a broad and diverse range of repertoire, approaches, and musical traditions, Sing Up Music supports a fully-integrated 
approach to musical development, connecting the interrelated strands of singing, playing, improvising, composing, listening, and 
appraising. - Sing Up Implementation Guide.

This scheme further supports Ofsted’s statement “We will not always know the learning outcomes” so segregated learning objectives at 
the start of each lesson are not appropriate. Instead the interrelated dimensions of music weave through the units to encourage the 
development of musical skills as the learning progresses through listening and appraising, differing musical activities (including creating 
and exploring) and performing. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1170108/EYFS_framework_from_September_2023.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7b7f8c40f0b645ba3c4b8a/PRIMARY_national_curriculum_-_Music.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974366/Model_Music_Curriculum_Full.pdf
https://www.singup.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Music_Teaching/Sing_Up_Music_resources/V2_Overviews/June_2023/Guide_to_Implementing_Sing_Up_Music__Jun_23_1.pdf
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Implementation:

How is music organised at Carcroft?

In EYFS, pupils receive a 20 minute lesson weekly, as well as an opportunity to engage in musical activities throughout continuous 
provision. 

In Key Stage 1, pupils receive 60 minutes of music teaching weekly.

In Key Stage 2 (Year 3, 4 and 6) receive 60 minutes of music teaching every other week. Year 5 receive 60 minutes of guitar tuition 
weekly. 

Children are given the opportunity to perform in small group situations within the classroom as well as in front of an audience as part of 
a Christmas performance. 

Children in certain year groups will be able to learn a musical instrument either taught by the music lead or a specialised music teacher 
from the Doncaster Music Service. All children will have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument during their time at Carcroft. 

The children will also be given the opportunity to sing in many different capacities throughout their time at Carcroft, including at a lunch 
time choir club for Key Stage 2. The choir members will be given the chance to participate in a Young Voices concert at Sheffield Utilita 
Arena shortly after Christmas, as well as Sing Out at Doncaster Dome. 
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Implementation:

How is music planned at Carcroft?

Music will be taught by the music lead (EYFS, Key Stage 1, and Key Stage 2 excluding Year 5). Year 5 pupils will be taught by a specialist 
music teacher from Doncaster Music Service. The music lead uses the planning and resources provided by Sing Up and will use this as a 
basis to plan lessons from, making amendments and tweaks as appropriate using pre-existing knowledge of the pupils and their 
previous understanding. 

What does music look like in the classroom?

Each unit of work is based around a song and will include activities that touch upon the following:

- Warm ups: the importance of warming up vocally and physically is reiterated to children throughout their time at Carcroft. 
- Games: this gives the children a chance to further understand the interrelated dimensions of music and apply this in a fun way
- Singing: this is the golden thread woven into every music lesson
- Playing: a variety of both tuned and untuned percussion instruments and an introduction to scores and musical notation
- Improvising: using both voice and instrument to make a personal variation of the original song
- Composing: using instruments to create an adaptation or continuation of the original song
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Love for music: Year 1

Music is fun. I like the songs 
that we do. We sing and 

we play instruments - 
Macey

We do lots of singing. We 
play instruments and that 
is exciting! We learn lots of 

different new songs - 
Lincoln

We sing songs that have 
actions and we play 

instruments to the beat - 
Jasper

I like playing the 
instruments. We sing songs 
and we do dances to them 

- Lily-Rose
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Love for music: Year 2

We learn fun songs with 
rhymes and they have 

actions that we do when 
we are singing. We use 
glockenspiels to match 

notes to the song we have 
been learning - Alissia

We listen to music and 
work on it. We listen to 

other songs and talk about 
them. I like it when I get to 
sing, especially when I get 

all the words right! - Henley

I like music because I am 
very good at it - I am not 

too good at other stuff. We 
play songs on instruments 

and we sing - Kaison

I like playing our songs on 
the glockenspiels. It is fun 

and it sounds nice - 
Riley-Jay
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Love for music: Year 3

I like doing the recorder 
and singing. I am excited to 

learn the guitar in Year 5. 
Music keeps me calm - SJ

I like music because I can 
sing and use different 
instruments. We learn 

different songs and I am 
excited to learn other 
instruments - Shelby

I enjoy singing new songs 
and learning how to play 

the recorder. I have found it 
fun using the glockenspiels! 

- Lydia
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Love for music: Year 4

I like music because we get to 
sing. I have a good voice so I like 

to show this off. I also enjoy 
using instruments because I like 
to create a rhythm and perform 

this in front of the rest of my 
crew- Lylah

We get to use instruments in 
music and this is fun because 
we get to hear the different 
sounds that they make. We 

use those instruments to 
compose pieces in small 

groups - Heartley

Music is fun because I get to 
use instruments. I also get to 
listen to different pieces of 

music and talk about them. We 
are learning to play the 

recorder and I like learning the 
notes to make a piece of 

music - Tommy F
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Love for music: Year 5 
(guitars)

I like how our teacher gives us time 
to have a go at playing chords in 

lots of different ways. We also sing 
at the same time, but that can be a 
little bit tricky. We build on it each 

week and remind ourselves of what 
we did the week before and then 

learn something new - David

I really like playing certain chords. I 
have found it really exciting to learn 
a new instrument and I am excited 
to learn other instruments in the 

future - I would really like to learn 
how to play piano. I have enjoyed 

learning to play the guitar so much 
I have asked for one for Christmas 

so I can continue playing and 
learning at home - Taylor

I like that we look at lots of 
different songs to help us 

learn how to play the 
guitar. Some of them are 

songs we already know so 
it is fun - Thomas

I have a guitar at home. I 
had tried to learn it before 
but it was tricky but now I 
am learning it at school, I 
can play at home and it is 

much easier - Lilia
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Love for music: Year 6

I really like that everyone joins in 
our music lessons, it feels nice that 

we are all doing the same thing 
together. We are able to sing and 

have been doing different versions 
of songs. I like everything about 

music - Kaleb

In our music lessons, we look at 
ways to warm up our voices. We 

also discuss pieces of music as well 
as singing songs. I enjoy music and 
singing is my favourite part of the 

lesson - Lydia B
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Love for music: Additional opportunities 
(Young Voices)

I love singing! We get to 
sing with other people 

and it is exciting going to 
the arena and 

performing - Taylor

I like the type of songs we 
sing. It is my first time 
going to Young Voices 

and I am excited to 
perform in the arena. I 

dance outside of school 
so I love performing - 

Lydia

I like that there are a lot of different children 
from across school that join in with Young 

Voices. It is nice to work with different children. 
It gives us a chance to make new friends. I like 
that we are coached through all of the songs 

by Miss McGlone and when we go to the arena 
it feels like we are part of something special - 

Lydia B
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Impact:

Across the school, the overall attitude towards music is extremely positive. Children are enthusiastic when 
talking about the subject and are able to confidently talk through lessons. 

There is a clear love for the subject and it is apparent that a vast majority of the children enjoy the way 
lessons are structured. They enjoy the element of singing and find that this helps them with other skills needed 
within a music lesson. Pupils said that they like that lessons are practical and involves them being able to have 
a go. They also like that it does not involve lots of writing. A number of children expressed interest in learning 
other instruments based on their experiences of music lessons at school. 

Pupils also mentioned that they would like to do regular performances throughout the year, in addition to the 
Christmas performances that are already in place. Some pupils said that they would like to watch 
performances either in or out of school and it would be good if people could come in and perform songs using 
different musical instruments so they could see a band or orchestra all playing together. 



Vocabulary: EYFS

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VVw3dBz6I93dxz4PCNd32_ctrD4_2u7fhqoyiRWKyX4/edit#gid=0
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Vocabulary: Year 1

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VVw3dBz6I93dxz4PCNd32_ctrD4_2u7fhqoyiRWKyX4/edit#gid=965206361
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Vocabulary: Year 2

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VVw3dBz6I93dxz4PCNd32_ctrD4_2u7fhqoyiRWKyX4/edit#gid=2100732701
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Vocabulary: Year 3

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VVw3dBz6I93dxz4PCNd32_ctrD4_2u7fhqoyiRWKyX4/edit#gid=2123009503
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Vocabulary: Year 4

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VVw3dBz6I93dxz4PCNd32_ctrD4_2u7fhqoyiRWKyX4/edit#gid=803693821
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Vocabulary: Year 6

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1VVw3dBz6I93dxz4PCNd32_ctrD4_2u7fhqoyiRWKyX4/edit#gid=1490340503
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Aspirations for music at Carcroft

At Carcroft, we are always striving to provide the best opportunities for our pupils. We believe that we offer our 
pupils a broad and varied music curriculum but there are always opportunities for things to improve. However, 
these things take time, and we already have a range of ideas of things that we would like to eventually get up 
and running as part of our music provision. 

- Children participating in a range of concerts throughout the year at school. An amalgamation of year 
groups, purpose and talent on show. Children to have a real sense of ownership - designing the posters 
and tickets, organising costumes, lighting etc. Parents to be invited. (Fundraising for opportunities to go 
to live performances, Young Voices banner, local charities - making links within the community)

- Christmas Carols. Children singing Christmas Carols at the front of school, offering hot chocolates and 
biscuits to parents and other members of the community. 

- Trust wide performances at XP, link to their secondary music provision?
- Trips to the theatre and local music performances, having live performances in school - link to Personal 

Development
- More accurate assessment documents (evidence base)/opportunities explored and implemented
- Investment into musical instruments
- Staff CPD
- Small group teaching for instruments for those children who wish to continue after whole=class 

ensemble lessons
- Music funding schemes
- Dedicated space for music teaching/place with sole purpose to store instruments safely


