
Curriculum at Carcroft School
Expeditionary Learning



EYFS Curriculum design and purpose

Our EYFS expeditions are mapped out and designed using the F1 Checkpoints and F2 Checkpoints. These have been created and 
moderated by the Trust EYFS staff team in order to ensure expeditions are meeting the needs and expectations of our early 
years pupils. Our expeditions are progressive throughout the year and build on skills and knowledge needed to meet the ELG by 
the end of F2. Our expeditions are also progressive between nursery and reception to cover the skills and knowledge needed 
within each stage of foundation. 

For each expedition, staff have extracted appropriate vocabulary from core texts which link to each case study. This is 
differentiated into Tier 1 (everyday language), Tier 2 (uncommon everyday language) and Tier 3 (subject specific language) and 
is taught through expedition lessons and consolidated in provision. 

We develop our curriculum so that learning is relevant, purposeful and authentic. This manifests into a number of key seams that 
we use as a focus for realising our design principles through our curriculum, consistent with KS1 and KS2: 

● Protecting Our Planet
● Standing for Social Justice 
● Cultivating Diversity and Belonging 

Intent:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HwLTuwsGkAIJZHXvje4v7Cx3h9yhLj0mkLnVX0vHLMk/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VQsGeZITVzfQCWhU3LWQa83mdrNAAejL13N_eCRMdLo/edit


KS1 and KS2 Curriculum design and purpose

Our curriculum design exposes our children to enriching experiences, immersing them in progressive knowledge and skills; 
equipping them with personal characteristics required to be successful in life. The expeditionary curriculum at Carcroft is three 
dimensional whereby pupils achieve academic success enhanced through character growth and is expressed through the 
beautiful work they produce to promote agency, activism and leadership. At XP we build our community through: Activism, 
Leadership, Equity sharing our stories as we go. The National Curriculum was used as a baseline to then enhance and create 
quality learning standards across KS1 and KS2. We develop our curriculum so that learning is relevant, purposeful and authentic. 
This manifests into a number of key seams that we use as a focus for realising our design principles through our curriculum. 

● Protecting Our Planet
● Standing for Social Justice 
● Cultivating Diversity and Belonging 

By following these seams, we are supporting our pupils to be resilient, confident and kind individuals who care about the world 
they live in, and because of this, want to make a positive contribution to their local community and wider society. 

Intent:



Implementation:

Crew is at the heart of our curriculum, working collaboratively to be the best versions of 
ourselves.

Each individual standard has been mapped into expeditions across the two year cycle. The two year expeditionary cycle includes 
six expeditions for each phase: KS1, LKS2 and UKS2. EYFS map their ‘EYFS check points’ across six expeditions to ensure pupils are 
gaining a broad and balanced experience of EYFS . Across the six expeditions, pupils engage with each standard at least twice 
during their time at Carcroft School and this is monitored through our Curriculum Standards Map. Our Curriculum Standards Map 
ensures that our curriculum is standards driven, leaving no standard untaught. Standards are taught during Expeditions and also 
during our Crew sessions. During the two year cycle, pupils will engage in ‘knowledge recall’ tasks to revisit prior learning in order 
to support long term learning memory. Alongside our foundation subjects, Reading and Writing is at the heart of every 
Expedition, ensuring that pupils have the opportunity to practice fluency of reading across their learning day, improving their 
vocabulary bank and applying their writing skills into the foundation subjects. 

Each expedition consists of:
- Hook Week: This is to engage the pupils in their expedition, building curiosity and excitement for their future learning 
- Three case studies: These are all subject specific
- Final product: Each product has lasting legacy within our community 

Once the expedition is finalised, staff assess the standards from each case study and then map into their schedule where 
standards need to be consolidated and form part of our sticky knowledge recall. Leaders then use the Standards Map and 
triangulate this data through book looks and pupil voice.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1JfUhGE6hs-MV3ewpNypDwZp6VBGPQYcqm2UvmqSv2Zs/edit#gid=873239201


Implementation:

Learning is pitched based on pre-learning assessments which are completed for each case study for every expedition known as 
‘Blast Off’. The Blast Offs are completed by pupils independently prior to staff planning days in order for staff to capture current 
knowledge and skill set before beginning each case study. Pupils Blast Off tasks are then assessed to create an understanding of 
where to pitch learning and challenge pupils. Based on assessment, the subsequent learning within each case study is then 
planned to challenge the more able through ‘Green’ challenges and has further support for the SEND pupils . 

During pupils Expeditionary learning journey, our school policy of ‘Work Hard, Get Smart, Be Kind’ is evident throughout. Children 
work hard together to create final products at the end of their learning which showcases their expeditions beautifully. Because 
pupil work is relevant, purposeful and authentic, this encourages them to craft their best work and grow their character. Our 
approach encourages the development of socially responsible citizens who care about each other and understand their agency 
for positive change in the world.  Our curriculum is designed to have a positive and enduring impact, resulting in them producing 
a high-quality product or presenting their learning to a public audience.



● Leaders adopt or construct a curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give all pupils, 

particularly disadvantaged pupils and pupils with SEND, the knowledge and cultural capital 

they need to succeed in life. This is either the national curriculum or a curriculum of 

comparable breadth and ambition.

● The school’s curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced towards cumulatively 

sufficient knowledge and skills for future learning and employment.



Hook Week

Exploring Artists and 
their work.

Using class texts 
to make links to 
the real world.

Hook Week is used for a range of purposes. We use the first week 
of every new expedition to engage the children into the subjects 
they are going to be learning about during their expedition. Hook 
weeks are also used as an opportunity to consolidate any previous 
learning ready for new learning to take place and to gather data 
around baselines of knowledge, skills and understanding of where 
the pupils are currently working at. 



Hook Week
Consolidating previous 

geographical 
knowledge

Using the community for clues that link to our guiding 
question

Engaging activities to 
immerse pupils.



Hook Week

Gathering facts and subject specific 
vocabulary to build our class anchor 

charts - supporting long term memory.

Real life experiences to 
build on life skills.

Experiments 



Hook Week

Engaging activities to 
immerse pupils.

Inviting 
parents in to 
get involved 
with learning.

Mini experiments.



Quality Texts

● Reading is prioritised to allow pupils to access the full curriculum offer. 

EYFS 



Quality Texts

● Reading is prioritised to allow pupils to access the full curriculum offer. 

KS1 



Quality Texts

● Reading is prioritised to allow pupils to access the full curriculum offer. 

LKS2



Quality Texts

● Reading is prioritised to allow pupils to access the full curriculum offer. 

UKS2 



Case Studies Blast Off!
Each case study begins with a pre assessment task 
to identify starting points of all learners.

Touch Down!
Once pupils have finished the case study, they then complete a touchdown to assess their understanding.



SCIENCE



Case Studies

Science Biology

Each Expedition has three case study subjects…
History     Geography    Science

Art    Design & Technology 



Case Studies

Science Biology



Case Studies

Science Biology



Case Studies

Science Biology



Case Studies

Science Physics



Case Studies

Science Physics



Case Studies

Science Chemistry



Case Studies

Science Chemistry



HISTORY



Case Studies

History



Case Studies

History



Case Studies

History



Case Studies

History



Case Studies

History



GEOGRAPHY



Case Studies

Geography



Case Studies

Geography



Case Studies

Geography



ART AND DESIGN



Case Studies

Art Exploring Artists



Case Studies

Art Exploring Artists



Case Studies

Art Exploring Artists



Case Studies

Art Painting



Case Studies

Art Painting



Case Studies

Art Sketching



Case Studies

Art Sketching



Case Studies

Art Printing



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY



Case Studies

D&T



Case Studies

D&T



Case Studies

D&T



Case Studies

D&T

Clay

Sculpture



Case Studies

D&T Food tech



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION



Case Studies

RE Christianity



Case Studies

RE

Oliver said ‘It does not 
matter what we look like, 
we are all the same.’ Koa 
explained that he helps 

his neighbour by looking 
after pets when they are 
not home. Leyland also 

said that he shows 
kindness by helping his 
neighbours by getting 

shopping for them when 
they are too poorly to go 

out.

Christianity



Case Studies

RE Judaism



Case Studies

RE

Diwali festival



COMPUTING



Case Studies

Computing
Understanding 

algorithms

Understanding 
search engines

Understanding parts of 
a computer



Case Studies

Computing
Computer 

inputs

Coding

Use of 
ICT in 
‘every 
day’ 

learning



MUSIC SLIDES

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/103uc7qpdgMSVAL1q6DFOlABhMmqvM6uX1CVYJKqPtmE/edit?usp=drive_link


MFL SLIDES

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bbD06KFJg1j3VULpO4obWKl-EISvGs7STL-Bx250-24/edit?usp=drive_link


PHYSICAL EDUCATION SLIDES

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1uJHUtJgzSgQDbuUnNt-tIIIzaSA0QIQVInle_-XpMCA/edit?usp=drive_link


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SLIDES

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1d8EvOOOxgSn6EccXm6eWpmDlHollitkkoXynUc2tQcA/edit#slide=id.g11296cc9ce6_0_7


Experts

Author visits 

NHS staff During expeditionary learning, experts are 
invited into school to share knowledge and 
information with our pupils.



Experts Council visits 
Caterers

Artists



Experts Musicians



Fieldwork
Pupils embark on fieldwork in order 
to support them in answering their 
guiding questions.



Fieldwork



Fieldwork



Family Learning

Engaging activities for parents to join in with 
their children to immerse them into their 
learning.



Family Learning

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feMEtN6j6dc


POLs and COLs Once an expedition has come to an end, pupils 
invite parents and members of the community into 
school to present and celebrate their learning 
journey. This is where the final product is launched. 

Stay and 
engage 
creating 

with 
parents 

Presenting 
using 

speaking 
and 

presenting 
skills



POLs and COLs
Exhibitions 
showcasing 

final products

Assemblies



POLs and COLs



Products

2021/22
2022/23
2023/24

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/124-EQsF82glWF9ZcVfsQ65hcSBkQajqtmDszrzzAyvU/edit#slide=id.g1176b7b4a1c_0_83
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JRSHf5hkc7ohNGg3k0Z5oNdwPs0TzN7EDPUumvWjVjA/edit#slide=id.g2a0ad5a71a7_0_7
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1E3gAhl2UoOFvPF7hXfKVsKfh1cmfyyqdLNkLZLPypHE/edit#slide=id.g2a877d1e40f_0_6


Beautiful Work
Once our final products are ready, we 
celebrate our beautiful work on corridors 
and invite our parents in to see their 
children’s achievements. 



Beautiful Work



Beautiful Work



Beautiful Work



Carcroft Pledge



Sticky Knowledge

Once our learning and Expeditions are complete, teachers assess how well 
pupils have met the learning targets from each case study. Where learning 
targets haven’t been achieved as well, teachers add in sticky knowledge recall 
tasks to improve the level of understanding and knowledge!

● Over the course of study, teaching is designed to help pupils to remember long term the content they have been taught and to 

integrate new knowledge into larger ideas.


