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Parent Weekly 
Newsletter 

Summary of Spring 1, 
Week 5

 19th February 2024

What’s going on behind the 
scenes at Carcroft School? 
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Dates for the forthcoming week (Spring 2 Week 2)

Spring Diary Dates

What? When? Which year groups/crews?

Crew Haddock cake sale - Raising 
money

Thursday 29th February 
3:10pm

Next Week… (Spring 2 week 3)

Monday 4th March - Crew Haddock at 
Yorkshire Wildlife Park all day

Monday 4th March - Assessment week 

Thursday 7th March - World Book Day

Thursday 7th March - F2 Parents stay and 
engage

Friday 8th March - School closed for Staff 
Day

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1psw36nyw3MOUFmpEdyeUmV1E167FHxqX-eJscuhndok/edit#slide=id.p
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Sharing our Stories as we go… 

We understand that life gets busy so parents 
do not always get the chance to visit our 

website but we want to share with you all of 
the amazing stuff we get up to at Carcroft 

School; we call this sharing our stories. 

In order to share our stories, as well as 
blogging on our website, we are also going to 
provide snapshots via our weekly newsletter. 

However, if you wish to see more of what 
your child gets up to whilst at school, head to 
our website using this link and head to crew 

blogs and select your child’s crew. 

Website link

https://carcroftschool.co.uk/category/crew-blogs/crew-shields-22-23/
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Celebrating the Best Version of You! 

At Carcroft School and across the XP Trust 
we want our children to leave us being the 
best version of themselves. In order to 
support our pupils to achieve this, we 
focus on three key things (3 dimensions): 

1. Character Growth 
2. Beautiful Work 
3. Academic Success 

Each week we will showcase how this is 
done!

Character Growth (Crew)

Mindful Monday - Getting along with others 
🥰

We spent some time getting mindful, taking deep 
breaths to focus ourselves, as well as repeating 

positive affirmations.
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Character Growth (Crew)

Managing emotions in Crew Shields.  

As part of our RSE curriculum this week, we were 
discussing the ways we can manage our emotions if we 
become dysregulated. We practiced some breathing 
exercises as well as a short yoga video aimed at 
helping us relax and relieve anxiety.
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Beautiful Work

This weeks beautiful work has a range of art and writing. Well done everyone!

‘I will produce 
beautiful work 
that I am proud 

of’
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Academic Success- Reading

We aspire for our pupils to leave us achieving the best they 
can academically across the curriculum. 

Please can we ask that children are 
reading their book at home for 10 minutes 
per day and at least 3 x per week/ ideally 

4 times a week. 

Children must bring their book bag into 
school every day so that their reads can 
be checked and in case their book gets changed. 

It is extremely important that children are reading daily at home. 
Thank you for your support with this. 
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Academic Success- Reading

Demonstration Comprehension in Crew 
Shields - Working together to unpick 
question types and build quality answers 
for the different questions. 
Demonstration comprehension really 
helps children progress with answering 
comprehension questions as their 
teachers are modelling how to unpick 
and understand a question and then 
craft a good answer.   
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Academic Success- Reading

KS1 bringing books to life again. Something they do often to help the children 
remember the story and experience through the characters eyes!

KS1 made bananas for their experience lesson, when Handa 
started walking to her friend Akeyo she walked past a tall 
tree which had a cheeky monkey in it, who pinched Handa’s 
banana!!

We tried really hard at balancing our banana on our head 
just like Handa does. Look at our balancing!
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Academic Success- Star Reader Breakfast

Another group of pupils reading more at home. We shared what books we are reading and 
what we’re enjoying about them. Fantastic to see new faces this week - well done everyone!
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Academic Success- Writing
We aspire for our pupils to leave us achieving the best they can academically across 

the curriculum. 

Lots of planning and preparation going into independent writing 
in Y6. Taking time to reflect on audience and purpose, ensuring 
we are writing to the success criteria and our own MEs.
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Academic Success- Writing
We aspire for our pupils to leave us achieving the best they can academically across 

the curriculum. 

Miss Shields explained, We had a 
practical session with subordinate 
conjunctions. Children were asked 
to rearrange the words to create a 
sentence that made sense with a 
subordinate clause. Once each 

group had completed their section 
they moved around the other 

sentences and worked together to 
move the subordinate clause either 
to the start or end of the sentence.
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Academic Success- Maths

Y6 crew

EYFS crew
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Academic Success- Maths

We worked really hard on ensuring our columns lined up and 
that we could add the measurements accurately, starting with 
our ones. Some of us even challenged ourselves to add metres 
and centimetres, converting between the two!
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Academic Success- Maths
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Wider Curriculum
EYFS

As part of our expedition, we have been looking at Chinese New Year 
and the traditions associated with it. We looked at the tradition of giving 
red envelopes containing money to children to bring them good fortune, 
good luck and blessings. This tradition now extends to giving envelopes 

to extended family, friends and colleagues.
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Wider Curriculum
Science Last week, in Crew Pashley, we have been looking at the habitats of animals and plants to 

continue with our Expedition work looking into the planet. We looked at what plants need 
and different diets of animals too!
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Wider Curriculum
Geography

KS1 have been comparing different places in the UK with 
places in Africa. We looked at Zanzibar, Madagascar and 

Johannesburg and thought about the similarities and 
differences with Beeley, London and Skegness.  We then 

used what we had learnt to work in mini crews to create a 
script which we then recorded to make a video. We hope 

you enjoy it!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S8jrbjKP24M
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Wider Curriculum
LKS2
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Wider Curriculum
MFL

KS2: Across school, pupils are studying French in their MFL 
sessions. They are currently learning about numbers and 
ages!
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Wider Curriculum
Music

KS1: During this lesson, we warmed up by recapping walk 
(crotchet) and ‘jog’ (quaver) durations before looking at 
4-beat rhythms. We discussed rhythm grids and looked at 
the symbol for ‘rest’.
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Wider Curriculum
RE

Y3 are studying Christianity this term.

In RE, we looked at who Muslims are and why 
they pray. We first discussed the difference 

between Christians and Muslims and found out 
that Muslims do not pray to God but do pray to 
Allah. We learnt the 6 main beliefs that Muslims 

have: belief in Allah, belief in angels, belief in holy 
books (the Qur’an), belief in the prophets, belief 
in the day of judgement and the afterlife and 

belief in predestination. We then found out lots 
of information about the 5 pillars of Islam. We 

then completed the main beliefs of Muslims and 
had a go at using calligraphy to write these out.
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Wider Curriculum
RE Y5 continue to explore Christianity in their RE sessions. 
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Wider Curriculum
ICT KS1: In our computing 

lesson, we explored 
what an algorithm is. 

LKS2: In our computing 
lesson, we explored 

what computer inputs 
are. 
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Wider Curriculum
ICT UKS2: Tinkering with 

music elements in 
scratch.
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Wider Curriculum
PE Crew Hamill practicing boxing skills.

Crew MW practicing ball skills.
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Attendance for this week… 

Current School Attendance is …. 
Just a 

reminder of our School Attendance Target- 96%

Just a reminder 

that to achieve 96% 

for the year that 

children must not 

be absent for more 

than 6 or 7 days in a 

year. 

Autumn 1 
Attendance came 

out as 95% which is 
great for the first 

half term. 


