How We Learn at Redmoor

A Guide for KS3 Parents and Carers
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Our Curriculum

Our curriculum is ambitious and REDMOOR ACADEMY: SCIENCE CURRICULUM 7
equips all students to be J,OLiRNEYmed B
successful. We want Redmoor | W i i
students to be inspired to be the
best version of themselves and to

be lifelong learners. @ o e

Content in every subject has
been carefully considered and
sequenced to allow knowledge to
build up over time.

The curriculum journey your child
will experience in each
department will also include
enriching experiences, taking
place both inside and outside of
the classroom. It could be that
your child completes an extended
project, a creative homework,
hears from an outside speaker or
even takes part in a
subject-focused school trip.
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How Our Memories Work

THE FORGETTING CURVE
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At Redmoor, we look at the most recent research from educationalists,
psychologists and cognitive scientists to make sure that the learning of our
students is as effective as possible.

Cognitive Load Theory tells us that students can only hold so much in their
shorter-term (or working memory) at one time - only about 6 or 7 facts. We need
to transfer this knowledge into students’ long-term memories so it is remembered
over time. The only way we can do that is by practising new material. Our long
term memories have so much capacity, but we have to revise in order to transfer
knowledge there.

Ebbinghaus, a German Psychologist explained this further. He noted that as
soon as we are given information, it begins to fall out of our memories. However,
the more we review facts, the more they stick in our long term memory.

We have designed our homework to help this review. With constant practice, our
students’ long term memories become filled with knowledge that they can draw
upon at any time to help them be successful in their academic learning and
better understand the world around them.

Top Tip: Think about how easily you can remember song lyrics.

This ic because we repeat them over and over again, o they stick in

? Yyour (ong Term memory.
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Knowledge Organisers

Knowledge Organisers (KOs) help students to remember the knowledge that they
need to understand and remember in order to be successful. KOs organise and
break down the key elements of the topics to be covered so that students can
learn, revise and then practise these chunks of knowledge. Over time, this
knowledge is transferred to their long term memory.

This fundamental knowledge is deepened when students are in the classroom - but
these are the fundamental building blocks our students need across all subjects
areas.

Your child will be given new knowledge organisers every term in Year 7, 8 and 9
and electronic versions can also be found on our school website.
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For homework, we ask our students to revise and then practise remembering the facts
from their knowledge organisers. We know that this helps them retain important
information and use higher level vocabulary, and this is backed up by educational
research. Your child may also be asked to complete creative homework tasks that allow
them to apply their learning in interesting ways. We expect our students to spend the
following time on their homework:

Year 7 and 8:
e 20 minutes per subject per week (except for lessons taught once a week which
set homework less frequently).
e Maths and Literacy allocate 30 minutes per week
Year 9:

e 30 minutes per subject per week

The Maths department will set homework using the online platform Sparx Maths and
Literacy homework will be on Sparx Reader.

All homework is set on ClassCharts. Teaching staff will include all the details your child
will need to complete their homework, along with deadlines and supportive material to
help.

You are able to monitor and support your child as you can see what homework they
have on the parent section of ClassCharts.

We expect our students to put maximum effort into their independent learning. By doing
this, students will be on their way to achieving ‘As’ for effort with their homework and
receiving lots of house points. Remember, lack of effort appropriate to the child’s ability

will result in students being given sanctions.
Knowledge 3//
Organiser 6
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Effective Learning Strategies

timeline
Dual coding 2015 aome  acy  ams 2o
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Dual coding is the process of combining
words and sentences with visual

graphics. Students take the new =
information they are trying to learn and L £l
draw visuals to go with it. arganiser

Students can try to come up with
different ways to represent the
information. For example, using :
timelines, cartoon strips and diagrams. infographic

Mind Mapping

Mind-maps are a great way of ‘transforming’ students’ notes or information (for
example, from the KOs) by turning them into visual revision resources. Each
branch of the mind-map helps students to organise the information. For
example, a mind-map on the topic of volcanoes might have one branch on
‘causes’, another on ‘key locations’, and one on ‘notable volcanoes.’
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Effective Learning Strategies

.
Cornell Notes

Using Cornell notes is a way of
presenting notes on a given topic.

It involves students thinking carefully
about what they’re making notes on
in order to condense the key points,
make information visually memorable
and to summarise. There are 3 handy
sections:

* The main notes
» Key words / concepts
* A summary

Students simply split their page up as
shown in the image to the left.

Notes:

After reading the information or
looking at the page/section of the
knowledge organiser students are
trying to revise, they make general
notes into the main section of the
page. Students can use
sub-headings, add dual coding and
use minimal highlighting to make
information stand out.

Key words:

This section along the left margin can
be used to identify all subject specific
keywords.

Summary:

The information should be

summarised in the bottom section of
the page, with students writing 2-3
sentences to capture an overview of
what they’ve learned. 7
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Effective Learning Strategies

Flashecarde

A flashcard contains questions on one side,

answers on the other.

Students can colour code their cards for
specific topics or subjects.

Once students have created their flashcards

they need to think about how to use them
effectively. There is a link here to further

information about how students can use the

Leitner system to test themselves:
Leitner flashcards
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Self-Quizzing

Students can test themselves using
their knowledge organiser or
flashcards - or any form of revision
resource.

They can read, cover, say it aloud and
then check their answers. Doing this,
in addition to completing the
homework, will help them - because
all students will be tested on this
knowledge in class.They might even
try making quiz questions for
themselves or their friends!

Students can then self assess any
missed information this way,
identifying any gaps in their
knowledge.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ

Assessment and Feedback

When you look at your child’s book, you may expect to see lots of teacher ticks,
‘well dones’ and grades.

However, recent research tells us that this is not the most effective. At Redmoor,
feedback may take the form of whole class feedback, verbal feedback or
individual written feedback in your child’s book - so you may not always see lots
of comments there. The most important feedback is that which is acted on
by students.

What you should see evidence of in books is your child responding to their
teacher’s feedback using purple pen. Sometimes the purple pen work will be in
response to the verbal feedback they’ve been given in class (so it won’t always
mean the teachers have written in books). But the more your child acts upon
their teacher’s feedback, or in some cases their classmates’ feedback, the more
progress they can make. Austin’s butterfly is a good example of how targetted
feedback can lead to success (search for the video on YouTube for more
details).

“TF it's not excellent, it'c not finished!”’
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The Redmoor DNA

At Redmoor Academy, our vision is for students to become ambitious,
knowledgeable and compassionate young people equipped for success in an
ever-changing world. The breadth of experiences at Redmoor, both academic
and personal, develop students’ aspirations and give them the confidence to
pursue them.

Our students:

e thrive academically, leaving us with a strong foundation of knowledge,
critical thinking, autonomy and a lifelong love of learning

e achieve excellence in their character

e understand how to show respect for themselves, others and the world
around them

e take responsibility for their own actions

e have the resilience to cope with challenges and recover from setbacks,
displaying the determination to carry on

e become self-regulated life-long learners

e become role-models in the wider community

The Redmoor DNA brings
\WIENCE together academic and
S QES .
P4 personal success in three
Cx key characteristics:

e Resilience
e Respect
e Responsibility

p«\
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wn
= Students are explicitly taught
~ the virtue literacy through
- PSHCE content and tutor
time. They define what the
three Rs mean, explore what
they look like in practice and
understand how these traits
develop them as
well-rounded individuals who

A
/\ are ready for the future.
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The 5 Year Journey
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It is imperative our students develop a
sense of belonging and identity at
Redmoor, and we want all students to
understand how they will grow
throughout their 5 years with us.

This is why each year group has a

A (
%Wv i > specific motto and a vision statement
FOCUS AND 7 Oz , ) ‘
FLOURISH . " fa y which guides them through “The 5
EXPLORE %ﬂﬁ/ Year Journey’.
POSSIBILITIES
The Year 7 motto is introduced during
%w,, 8 induction and then further explored

GROW

TOGETHER throughout the year’s PSHCE lessons

and regular assemblies. This guides
. their identify from the moment they join
REDMOOR’S %;zr?smous. us in Year 7 and are ‘rooting down’ into
5 YEAR BECOME STRONGER secondary school life.
CHARACTER JOURNEY

In Year 7 we make a good imprecsion by being kind to those around us,
trying our best and joining in with the many activities my cchool has to offer.

In Year 8 we are great role modelc. We help eack other to overcome
challenges and form good habife.

In Year 7 we become the best version of ourselves by making mature personal
and academic choices. We cet ambitious goals and face challenges with
resifience.

In Year 10 we demonctrate our grit and determination by taking charge of our
own learning. We turn challenges into opportunities. We become the role modelc
younger ctudents need.

In Year 11 we work hard and cupport each other to fulfill our potential. We
make the most of opportunities to thrive, preparing ourselves for the future 11
with confidence and ambition.
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Literacy at Redmoor

Literacy is vital for students’ success. It is essential for our students to be able
to read, write and speak well in order to achieve their potential academically
and for them to become active members of society once they leave us.

Cross-Curricular

At Redmoor, we promote literacy across the whole school. Across the
curriculum, purposeful oracy opportunities (Talking Points) are embedded to
enable students to articulate ideas, reason effectively, and deepen their
understanding through talk. Students are also supported through the shared
reading of thought-provoking texts and articles that link academic content to
real-world contexts (Academic Reading), enriching both understanding and
engagement. To support vocabulary development, students are encouraged to
learn and apply new words through focused instruction, regular practice, and
meaningful use across subjects. Teachers across the curriculum apply the

JZAN S
o
Literacy Marking Code, while students are empowered to take ownership of (J

their work by using Literacy Proofreading Mats to refine and improve their
writing.

Tutor Time

During tutor time, students participate in Redmoor Reads, a weekly
programme designed to strengthen literacy through shared reading of fiction,
non-fiction, and poetry—encouraging comprehension, contextual vocabulary B\
development, background knowledge, and rich discussion of complex themes C/
and ideas. Bi-weekly, Y11 students engage with Exam Literacy, focused on

developing students’ exam literacy by exploring example GCSE questions, LoR0 ok
unpacking common command words, and strengthening their ability to interpre
exam language across subjects—reinforcing reading strategies and supporting < ’
academic confidence. Additionally, students are introduced fortnightly to the

Word of the Fortnight; students are encouraged to actively use the word botl.

in and beyond the classroom.

Literacy Curriculum

All students in Year 7 and 8 also have Literacy lessons dedicated to vocabulary
development, oracy and writing skills. The Literacy curriculum covers topics
from ‘Settling In, Speaking Up’ to ‘Fighting Injustice’. Literacy provides
students with skills that underpin excellent literacy across the wider curriculum.
Throughout Year 7 and Year 8 Literacy, students engage with whole class
readers to develop a shared understanding of key themes, broaden their
cultural perspectives, and foster empathy through collective exploration of rich,
diverse texts.
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Reading for Pleasure

Within our tutor time programme, students partake in weekly
Redmoor Reads, designed to strengthen literacy through shared

-~ reading of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry—encouraging

> comprehension, contextual vocabulary development, background
knowledge, and rich discussion of complex themes and ideas. By the
time they leave us, Redmoor students will have been exposed to a
wide range of quality literature.

We see reading as being crucial to both the academic progress and wellbeing of our
students and we therefore place a high value on reading for pleasure. Reading good
quality fiction has been proven to help young people in many ways, in particular in
developing a wide vocabulary, being more successful academically and lowering
stress levels.

If students are unsure what to read, they can access recommended reading lists on
the school website, browse and reserve books through our Online Library Service, or
ask Ms. Grudgings, our school librarian, who is always full of great recommendations!
She will soon begin a weekly extra-curricular Book Club which all students are
welcome to join. Book Club sessions are designed to inspire the students to develop
a love of reading through the sharing of a good book in a relaxed environment with an
adult to guide them.

Students are also encouraged to enter our Holiday Reading Bingo and creative
writing competitions and are rewarded for their success. We are proud to have many
published writers at Redmoor!

Supporting All Readers

At Redmoor Academy, we are committed to supporting all students to
develop healthy reading habits. We provide targeted intervention to ‘*4 N
support students’ literacy development through structured 'V VV
programmes including 1:1 Reading, IDL, Lexonik Leap, and Lexonik | EXON|K
Advance—each designed to improve reading fluency, decoding skills, ADVANCE
and comprehension through tailored, evidence-based approaches.

All students also have access to Sparx Reader, an online reading
platform which caters to each students’ specific needs. Year 7
students will complete a Sparx Reader assessment at both the
beginning and end of the academic year, with weekly homework
assigned to support ongoing reading development.

R
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Supporting Students’ Progress

If your child is not making
enough effort in class and

with homework
(some Cs and Ds for ‘Attitude to
Learning’ on school report)

If your child is trying hard

in all their subjects
(Bs and As for ‘Attitude to Learning’
on school report)

e Talk about the school day: e Celebrate and praise their
highlights and low points? efforts and achievements
e Perioritise attendance and e Help them to see that setbacks
punctuality or disappointments are part of
e Check their homework diary learning and not the end of the
world

e Take an interest (check up on!)
their homework. Does the
standard look good enough?

e Ensure they get the balance
right - study is important but so
are exercise, hobbies,

e Praise really good effort socialising and ‘downtime’

e Ensure they get enough sleep

e Limit time on devices - have a
family ‘cut off’ point
e Create a homework timetable Bareate/
together otk
we can achieve

e Support the school’s reporting
systems that seek to improve
effort and attitude to learning Teachers
and Support

Staff
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