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Launching Real Rockets
On the 29
th
 of January 2016 a selection of 80 students were picked to participate in an all day workshop. In this, they became ‘rocket engineers’ and in small groups created their own rockets. Unlike the air propelled rockets, these ran on real rocket fuel. For the day they were given an instruction sheet to follow and therefore built their own rocket, this involved teamwork and coordination. It was to be launched and in mid-air the rocket would deploy a parachute and float safely back to the ground. Most were very successful however, some
 did not
 deploy a parachute and student
s
 soon learnt that even one tiny mistake can cause the whole rocket to fail. Also, many rockets travelled further than expected and landed in some nearby gardens, sorry for any troubles.
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A BIG THANK YOU!
On behalf of all the students at Redmoor I’d like to thank StarChaser for allowing us to have such an opportunity like this. Many definitely enjoyed the past 2 days and I can assure I did as well. I’d also like to thank all the staff that made this possible and all the hard work they put in on setting the workshops up and putting all work and effort in to make this possible!          
                             
My 
feedback?
 I personally thought the days had been amazing! 
Thanks again everyone for making these past 2 days extremely exciting for everyone and all the students at Redmoor Academy! 
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Rocket Day at Redmoor
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Workshops during the Day
As a result of this extraordinary rocket visiting the academy, Redmoor produced workshops to inspire and encourage the students to develop a career around aerospace engineering or more astronomical careers.
As of the 28
th
 of January students would make simple rockets and compress air into the rockets to propel them off of the ground.
Another workshop was to learn about the kind of projects StarChaser invest in and what other extraordinary wonders happen every day. In this, students were able to
 observe real meteorites that have landed on Earth and also take a glimpse of materials that are within spacesuits and actually try real space food that astronauts take up into space on their journeys.
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An interview with the company workers:
Steve:
What got you into engineering?
‘I used to watch the Apollo moon landings and when Apollo 11 took place it inspired me to do things based around rockets.’
Did you do anything in school based around STEM and Engineering?
‘I enjoyed chemistry a lot and I used to create my own rocket fuel and rockets when I was younger.’
What’s the biggest project you’ve done at StarChaser?
‘The biggest project we’ve probably done already was in 2001 and we’d created a rocket and named it NOVA 1. It was the biggest rocket ever launched from the UK. It was large enough to fit a man inside of it but it was tested unmanned. The flight was successful. We are currently working on a project to allow people to take part in space tourism. To send people at least 100km out into space and feel at least 4m of weightlessness then safely return to Earth. During this they will do special space training and 
up in space see the curvature of the Earth and see the sky turn black to indicate that they are in space. We want to make it so that it’s as safe as flying in a plane and an affordable amount.’
)
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StarChaser Rocket
During the 28
th
 and 29
th
 of January 2016 the company starchaser brought into Redmoor Academy a prototype of a rocket that was successfully launched into that atmosphere and was safely brought back down.
The ‘skybolt’ rocket was designed to flight test a StarChaser rocket engine to prove it can achieve real space flight experience. This was to be designed to be reusable, and
 was to be used for experimental purposes able to deliver a 20kg payload to a target altitude of over 130km (83 miles)
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