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	Exam Board
	Cambridge OCR

	
	Syllabus number
	J204

	
	Staff contact point
	Ms C Gaiger

	
	Exam qualification 
	GCSE

	Exam Structure
	[bookmark: _Int_fzPWo5Lf]How many exams
	2 written papers

	
	Taken
	Summer term of Year 11

	
	Percentage of final mark
	Each paper is 50% of the total marks

	Brief outline of subject
	Students are introduced to how businesses work and the key decisions they make. They begin by exploring why businesses are created, how entrepreneurs spot opportunities, and how companies grow over time. The course also looks at the importance of marketing and how businesses manage and support their staff. 
They also learn about business finance, including profit, loss and cash flow, and where money for a business comes from. Finally, students consider the wider world of business, exploring how companies respond to ethical and environmental issues, changes in the economy, global influences, and how different business functions rely on one another.
Business Studies also emphasises real-life business thinking, including decision-making, problem-solving, and quantitative analysis. This could be very useful for students interested in business, entrepreneurship, finance, or economics

	Characteristic of students who succeed in this subject
	
Students who succeed at this subject have a good standard of written English and numeracy and have a good awareness of current affairs. The subject is very complementary to a wide range of option choices.


	Relevant information that may be important
	Access to a computer and a quiet space for study will support homework and revision. Students should be comfortable with basic calculations and able to think analytically, solve problems and explain ideas clearly. An interest in real-world business and current affairs is helpful, and good organisation and consistent revision are essential, as the course is assessed entirely by exams.

	Entry Level Requirements
	
Students who wish to study Business should have targets of 5 or above in both English and Maths and be assessed as meeting or exceeding this target in Year 9. 
Students should also have ATL grades of 3 or better in both English and Maths.



