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	Exam qualification 
	GCSE

	Exam Structure
	[bookmark: _Int_M78Wdcvw]How many exams
	2 written papers

	
	When taken?
	Summer term of Year 11

	
	Percentage of final mark
	50% per paper of total marks

	Brief outline of subject
	
Students study a mix of classic and modern texts: one Shakespeare play, one 19th‑century novel, one modern prose or drama text, and a cluster of poems from the official anthology, plus unseen poetry. 

The course focuses on understanding, interpreting, and comparing texts, exploring themes, language, and context, and writing clear, well-structured essays. Beyond preparing for further study, the course nurtures critical thinking, cultural awareness, and a lifelong appreciation of literature.


	Characteristic of students who succeed in this subject
	
They are curious about themes, characters, language, and the historical or cultural context of what they read and are willing to engage in careful analysis and comparison. 

Strong writing skills, the ability to structure clear essays, attention to detail, and the motivation to revise and prepare for exams are also key. 

Essentially, students who are thoughtful, reflective, and persistent with reading and writing tend to do well in this course.


	Relevant information that may be important
	
The examinations are now “closed book”, which means no copies of studied texts will be available during the examination.


	Entry Level Requirements

	Studying English Literature is compulsory and prepares students for higher education and future careers, as it strengthens student’s ability to read, write, and express ideas clearly, skills that employers value in almost every field.



