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GCSE Textile Design

	
	Exam Board
	AQA

	
	Syllabus number
	8204

	
	Staff contact point
	Miss L Andrews

	
	Exam qualification
	GCSE

	Exam Structure
	How many exams
	1 practical exam

	
	Taken
	Summer term of Year 11

	
	Percentage of final mark
	40% of total marks

	Coursework Structure
	How many exams
	2 assessed units

	
	Taken
	Ongoing throughout Year 10 and Autumn term
Year 11

	
	Coursework percentage
	60% of total marks

	Brief outline of subject
	
Over the two-year course, they build a portfolio of creative work showing how their ideas develop — including research, experiments, sketches and final pieces. 
At the end of the course, they also complete an externally set assignment: students pick a starting point from a set of exam-board prompts, prepare ideas, then spend 10 supervised hours producing a final artwork.

Throughout the course, students learn to research inspiration (from other artists or real life), experiment with different media and techniques, record ideas as they work (sketchbooks, notes, plans), and ultimately create a personal piece of art or design. In doing so they build creativity, technical skills and the confidence to express themselves visually.

There are opportunities for trips to galleries and a GCSE lunch club.  


	Characteristic of students who succeed in this subject
	Students who are self-motivated and want to develop their own ideas in a creative way are usually most successful in this subject.

	Relevant information that may be important
	Students taking Textiles are usually expected to have a sketchbook or art journal for ideas, research and design work, along with some basic materials such as pencils, pens, coloured pencils, paper, paints or inks, brushes, fabrics, threads, yarns and simple embellishments. 

They will also need basic sewing tools, though a sewing machine at home is optional because the school provides machines for classroom use. Depending on the project, students may need to buy certain specialist fabrics or materials, while others may be supplied by the school.

	Entry Level Requirements
	ATL 3-5 only in year 9, Predicted Grade 4+ in Textiles. Must be able to work independently.  



