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Compulsory Subjects
	GCSE English Language

	
	Exam Board
	AQA

	
	Syllabus number
	8700

	
	Staff contact point
	Dr J Buckley

	
	Exam qualification 
	GCSE

	Exam Structure
	[bookmark: _Int_ErVg6nrW]How many exams
	2 written papers 

	
	Taken
	Summer term of Year 11

	
	Percentage of final mark
	50% per paper of total marks

	Coursework Structure
	How many exams
	 A speaking and listening task

	
	Taken
	Summer Term in Year 10

	
	Coursework percentage
	0%, but recorded as a separate speaking and listening grade on the certificate

	Brief outline of subject

	The English Language course is designed to be accessible to all students while providing the right level of challenge to inspire and stretch their skills. It helps students read, understand, and analyse a wide range of texts from the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries, and to write clearly and creatively using varied vocabulary and sentence structures. Assessments are carefully structured to build students’ skills step by step, supporting them as they progress from shorter tasks to more extended responses.

	Characteristic of students who succeed in this subject

	With steady hard work and a positive spirit every student can thrive and grow confident in their skills. English Language GCSE welcomes curious readers, thoughtful communicators, and creative thinkers. 


	Relevant information that may be important
	The exams focus on reading unseen texts and writing for different purposes and audiences, rather than memorising specific set texts. Students should be encouraged to read a wide range (fiction and non-fiction from different periods), discuss what they read, practise writing in different styles, and help them develop spoken communication skills. 


	Entry Level Requirements
	English Language is compulsory and forms the foundation for all learning.  Strong skills in English Language ensure you succeed in all other subjects and give you tools for life



