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	Cambridge National Information Technology

	
	Exam Board
	Cambridge OCR

	
	Syllabus number
	J836

	
	Staff contact point
	Ms C Gaiger

	
	Exam qualification 
	Level 1 or Level 2 Cambridge National Certificate

	Exam Structure
	[bookmark: _Int_CLMHfPrW]How many exams
	1 written paper

	
	
Taken

	Summer term of Year 11

	
	Percentage of final mark
	50% of total marks

	Coursework Structure
	How many exams
	2 non exam assessments

	
	Taken
	1 in Year 10 and 1 in Year 11

	
	Coursework Percentage
	60% (30% each) of total marks

	Brief outline of subject
	
The collection and communication of data and storing of data/information happens all around us. Technology underpins how it’s collected and communicated nearly all the time. It can be seen in all walks of life; from a wearable fitness tracker recording how many steps you have taken, your mobile phone provider recording your usage to create your bill or an online retailer being able to target you with specific promotions based on your purchase history.

Knowing how and why data is gathered and being able to turn raw data into something meaningful using both spreadsheets and augmented reality is essential as the learner moves through education and into employment. 

To be able to do this the candidates will need to have the confidence to plan a project within the Project Life Cycle using a range of information technology, as well as being adaptable and resilient enough to work with new software and to develop creative solutions which fit client and user requirements. 


	Characteristic of students who succeed in this subject
	
Students need to have a keen interest in IT, demonstrate both resilience and an aptitude for problem solving and be able to apply their skills in a range of scenarios. The ability to work independently is key for the NEA units as students will need to plan their own response to the client briefs. 


	Relevant information that may be important
	
All results are awarded on the following scale: Level 2 – Distinction* (*2), Distinction (D2), Merit (M2), Pass (P2) Level 1 – Distinction (D1), Merit (M1), Pass (P1) and Unclassified. These awards are equivalent to GCSE grades.


	Entry Level Requirement 
	
Students should demonstrate a proactive attitude towards their studies in their IT and Computing lessons in Key Stage 3 which is reflected in their work. 
They should have ATL grades of 3 or better in Year 9 and not be logged for inappropriate computer use during lesson time.




