
A Level Geography Wider Reading List 
 
Wider reading is more than just reading extra books. It is a supra-curricular 

activity; an academic exploration of the subjects you are studying in school 

which enable you to build your knowledge and understanding of them. Supra-

curricular activities such as wider reading are not only incredibly important 

for university applications, but also for deepening your understanding of the 

wider subject. Wider reading will also enable you to be better prepared for 

your exams. Some of the links below are for Amazon, but please check 

independent retailers and other bookstores.  

 

A Level textbooks 

This isn’t wider reading, but this list contains textbooks which will aid your 

general study of Geography. 

 

AQA A-Level Geography fifth edition. Hodder.  

AQA A-Level Physical Geography student guide. Hodder 

AQA Geography A Level & AS Exam practice and skills. Oxford 

AQA A-Level Human Geography student guide. Hodder 

A Level Geography Changing Places Topic Master . Hodder  

A Level Geography, water and carbon cycles, Topic Master. Hodder 

A Level Geography, coastal landscapes, Topic Master. Hodder 

A Level Geography, global systems, Topic Master. Hodder 

A Level Geography, global governance, Topic Master. Hodder 

 

Wider reading list 

 

Prisoners of Geography: Ten maps that tell you everything you 

need to know about global politics. Tim Marshall. 2016. This book 

explores geo-politics and is a fascinating and easy read. 

 

Ghosts of the Tsunami: Death and life in Japan’s disaster zone. 

Richard Lloyd Parry. 2018. This book explores the earthquake and 

tsunami that rocked Japan in 2011. What really happened, and why 

were some people not evacuated to safety?  

 

Space and Place: The perspective of experience. Yi-Fu Tuan. 2001. 

The author explores the way people think and feel about space and 

how they form attachments. Ideal for the changing places unit.  

https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-level-Geography-Fifth-Whittaker/dp/1398312541/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=AQA+A+Level+geography&qid=1631946340&qsid=259-1374719-9844766&sr=8-3&sres=1398312541%2C019836654X%2C1782946489%2C0198366515%2C1398328189%2C0198432585%2C1398332410%2C151047711X%2C1782946470%2C1398328197%2C1398332429%2C0198432690%2C1471883698%2C1316606325%2C1510468773%2C0198432666&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B09GJVHHMP/ref=sr_1_8?dchild=1&keywords=AQA+A+Level+geography&qid=1631946368&qsid=259-1374719-9844766&sr=8-8&sres=1398312541%2C019836654X%2C1782946489%2C0198366515%2C1398328189%2C0198432585%2C1398332410%2C151047711X%2C1782946470%2C1398328197%2C1398332429%2C0198432690%2C1471883698%2C1316606325%2C1510468773%2C0198432666&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-Level-Geography-Exam-Practice/dp/0198432585/ref=sr_1_9?dchild=1&keywords=AQA+A+Level+geography&qid=1631946368&qsid=259-1374719-9844766&sr=8-9&sres=1398312541%2C019836654X%2C1782946489%2C0198366515%2C1398328189%2C0198432585%2C1398332410%2C151047711X%2C1782946470%2C1398328197%2C1398332429%2C0198432690%2C1471883698%2C1316606325%2C1510468773%2C0198432666&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.co.uk/AQA-level-Geography-Student-Guide/dp/1398328197/ref=sr_1_14?dchild=1&keywords=AQA+A+Level+geography&qid=1631946368&qsid=259-1374719-9844766&sr=8-14&sres=1398312541%2C019836654X%2C1782946489%2C0198366515%2C1398328189%2C0198432585%2C1398332410%2C151047711X%2C1782946470%2C1398328197%2C1398332429%2C0198432690%2C1471883698%2C1316606325%2C1510468773%2C0198432666&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.co.uk/level-Geography-Topic-Master-Changing/dp/1510427538/ref=sr_1_3_sspa?dchild=1&keywords=changing+places&qid=1631946751&sr=8-3-spons&psc=1&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzMkFTTThBRDAxOUZDJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwOTYwNzAyMUJLNTdPSlBHMlhRQiZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNTE3NzQ1MlVaUUZRQUs2NkEzTyZ3aWRnZXROYW1lPXNwX2F0ZiZhY3Rpb249Y2xpY2tSZWRpcmVjdCZkb05vdExvZ0NsaWNrPXRydWU=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/level-Geography-Topic-Master-Carbon/dp/1510434615/ref=pd_bxgy_img_1/259-1374719-9844766?pd_rd_w=JRNnP&pf_rd_p=c7ea61ca-7168-47e3-9c8b-d84748f5b23c&pf_rd_r=3TQNZJAC6ENWEK1D3F7D&pd_rd_r=8209368e-55ac-4027-94b4-58f5b5893ff4&pd_rd_wg=uMFvz&pd_rd_i=1510434615&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/level-Geography-Topic-Master-Landscapes/dp/1510434623/ref=pd_bxgy_img_2/259-1374719-9844766?pd_rd_w=672GC&pf_rd_p=c7ea61ca-7168-47e3-9c8b-d84748f5b23c&pf_rd_r=4H4H59EG5Z2VZYZG7BXN&pd_rd_r=7f789984-4f5d-4715-b235-dfb28d41762b&pd_rd_wg=cOuQu&pd_rd_i=1510434623&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1510427937/ref=sspa_dk_detail_1?psc=1&pd_rd_i=1510427937p13NParams&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUFJRkc1VDVCREVOU00mZW5jcnlwdGVkSWQ9QTAwMzI5NTIzNDc3Wko4NUpNOUVBJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA1MTcxODkxTkMxOUJEODc3S05YJndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfZGV0YWlsJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1510427899/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=1510427899p13NParams&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEzUk1VVEFGR0pPTFhLJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwOTU4NTcyMlZTREswVTBBVlZIRSZlbmNyeXB0ZWRBZElkPUEwNTE3NDMzOEhNOVNTUktESzA2JndpZGdldE5hbWU9c3BfZGV0YWlsJmFjdGlvbj1jbGlja1JlZGlyZWN0JmRvTm90TG9nQ2xpY2s9dHJ1ZQ==
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Tim-Marshall/Prisoners-of-Geography--Ten-Maps-That-Tell-You-Everything/18127503
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Tim-Marshall/Prisoners-of-Geography--Ten-Maps-That-Tell-You-Everything/18127503
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Richard-Lloyd-Parry/Ghosts-of-the-Tsunami--Death-and-Life-in-Japan/22097574
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Yi-fu-Tuan/Space-And-Place--The-Perspective-of-Experience/2367368


 

Factfulness: ten reasons we’re wrong about the world – and why 

things are better than you think. Hans Rosling. 2018. This is a 

thought provoking and fascinating read. A great opportunity to 

question the world and what we think we know about it.  

 

Population 10 billion. Danny Dorling. 2013. The author of this book is 

also responsible for the website www.worldmapper.org . This book 

explores how the population is putting pressure on the planet and 

what the impacts of a huge population will be.  

 

The Bottom Billion. Paul Collier. 2018. When studying globalisation you 

will see that the impacts are not uniform. This book explores how 

the 1 billion poorest are being left behind, with the gap widening. 

 

When the rivers run dry: The global water crisis and how to solve 

it. Fred Pearce. 2019. This book explores the growing water crisis, 

from Kent to Kenya. Hope for the future is also offered. A series 

of case studies are explored. 

 

How bad are bananas? Mike Berners-Lee. 2020. This book explores 

our carbon footprint (with many surprises!), and gives us an idea 

on how to manage and reduce our carbon footprint. A fascinating 

read for all geographers.  

 

Krakatoa: The day the world exploded. Simon Winchester.2004. A mix 

of geography and history. This book chronicles the eruption of 

Krakatoa in 1883 and charts the birth of our modern world. We’ve 

all heard of Krakatoa, but what actually happened?  

 

Heat: How can we stop the planet from burning? George Monbiot. 

2007. Can climate change be stopped? This book explores the very 

worst predictions and how they can be stopped. Each proposal in 

this book has had a rigorous investigation and includes costs and 

problems attached to each solution.  

 

The making of the British landscape. Nicholas Crane. 2017. This book 

explores the last 12,000 years of our country and how the British 

landscape has been changed over time.  

 

https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Hans-Rosling/Factfulness--Ten-Reasons-Were-Wrong-About-The-World---And/23062983
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Hans-Rosling/Factfulness--Ten-Reasons-Were-Wrong-About-The-World---And/23062983
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Professor-Danny-Dorling/Population-10-Billion/14801132
http://www.worldmapper.org/
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Paul-Professor-of-Economics-and-Director-of-the-Centre-for-t-Collier/The-Bottom-Billion--Why-the-Poorest-Countries-are-Failing/405093
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Fred-Pearce/When-the-Rivers-Run-Dry--The-Global-Water-Crisis-and-How-to-Solve-It/23044938
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Fred-Pearce/When-the-Rivers-Run-Dry--The-Global-Water-Crisis-and-How-to-Solve-It/23044938
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Mike-Berners-Lee/How-Bad-Are-Bananas--The-carbon-footprint-of-everything/24708373
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Simon-Winchester/Krakatoa--The-Day-the-World-Exploded/355749
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/George-Monbiot/Heat--How-We-Can-Stop-the-Planet-Burning/357261
https://www.hive.co.uk/Product/Nicholas-Crane/The-Making-Of-The-British-Landscape--From-the-Ice-Age-to-the-Present/21096761


Podcasts 

Pop in your headphones and try some of these podcasts! 

 

Costing the Earth: This is a range of short podcasts which link to 

many areas of our study. There are 361 available to choose from 

and cover everything from shipping to landfill to the environmental 

impact of professional football.  

 

Royal Geographical Society: Ask the Geographer This a series of 

award-winning podcasts which bring the latest in geographical 

research to the classroom from a host of experts.  

 

Future learn online course 

These are free online courses, which will help to build your knowledge in a 

variety of subject areas. You can get an online certificate of completion or 

pay for a printed certificate. Completion of these takes a few hours a week. 

 

University of Reading: Planet Partners: Tackling the climate crisis together 

University of Bergen: Causes of climate change 

University of Exeter: Learn about weather 

University of Leicester: Concepts in sustainable development 

University of Lancaster: Soils: introducing the world beneath our feet . 

University of Reading: Come rain or shine: understanding the weather 

University of Leeds: Causes of human disease 

University of Leeds: Causes of human disease: Nutrition and Environment 

University of Southampton: Exploring our ocean 

Cardiff University: The challenge of global water security 

University of Sheffield: Population 10 billion: Researching global issues 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006r4wn/episodes/player
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/tackling-climate-crisis
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/causes-of-climate-change
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/learn-about-weather
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/sustainability
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/soils
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/come-rain-or-shine
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/human-disease-transmitting-and-fighting-infection
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/human-disease-lifestyle-environment
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/exploring-our-ocean
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/global-water-security
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/population-10-billion

