
YEAR 11
EXAM SUCCESS EVENING

Thursday 9th February 2023
5.30pm – 7.00pm

Inside this pack you will find:
● Revision and exams tips for parents
● GCSE course list 2021 - 23
● Links to our revision guides & PiXL Endurance
● Parent guides on:
● Sleep
● Building Resilience
● External Exams
● Self Care

● Core Subject Guides







The exam boards have the specification as well as past papers and mark schemes

KS4 SUBJECTS BOARD

Art & Design - Fine Art AQA

Biology AQA

Chemistry AQA

Combined Science - Trilogy AQA

Drama AQA

English Language AQA

English Literature AQA

French AQA

German AQA

History AQA

Entry Level Maths AQA

Level 2 Certificate Further Maths AQA

Physics AQA

Religious Studies AQA

Spanish AQA

Business Edexcel

Mathematics Edexcel

BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Digital Information Technology Edexcel

BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Health & Social Care Edexcel

BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Performing Arts - Dance Edexcel

BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Performing Arts - Perf Arts Edexcel

Cambridge National Level 1/2 in Engineering: Design OCR

Cambridge National Level 1/2 Cert Sport Studies OCR

Computer Science OCR

Physical Education OCR

Level 1/2 Award in Hospitality & Catering WJEC/Eduqas

Art & Design - Graphic Communication Eduqas

Art & Design - Textile Design Eduqas

Geography Eduqas

Media Studies Eduqas

Music Eduqas



Use the URL link below to download Brookvale Groby Learning
Campus’ Big Revision Guide, Subject Guide and Examinations Guide

http://www.brookvalegroby.com/revision-guides/

PiXL Endurance

Looking after your well being has never been more important!

These resources:
● give students a break from long periods of sitting in front of a screen
● focus on health and physical well being - the better your

brain functions the more physically fit and well you are
● comprise exercises all appropriate for young people with

any level of fitness and can be done anywhere, without
the need for equipment, focusing on strengthening
muscles that will suffer during prolonged periods of sitting

● contains recipes to try out.

These can be accessed by using the following details:

https://students.pixl.org.uk

PiXL School Number: 308404

Password: Indep49

http://www.brookvalegroby.com/revision-guides/
https://students.pixl.org.uk










BGLC English Department

GCSE English Language and Literature
What do I need to know to support my child
with their English revision?
Key Dates:
Mini Unseen Poetry assessment - w/b 23rd January 2023

Spoken Language exam - w/b 6th February 2023

Exam Success Evening - 9th February 2023, 5.30-7pm

English Literature Poetry mock exam - w/b 13th March 2023

Exam Dates:

GCSE English Literature Paper 1 - Shakespeare and the 19th century novel (1h 45m) 17 May 2023

GCSE English Literature Paper 2 - Modern texts and poetry (2h 15m) 24 May 2023

GCSE English Language Paper 1 - Explorations in creative reading and writing (1h 45m) 5 June 2023

GCSE English Language Paper 2 - Writers' viewpoints and perspectives (1h 45m) 12 June 2023

Exam Board:

Exam Paper Content Round Up:

GCSE English Language Paper 1
This paper is all about exploring creative reading and writing. There will be an example of a fiction text and some
creative writing. There are five questions, separated into two sections. In section A there are four questions about a
fiction extract from the 20th or 21st centuries. In section B there is  one question from a choice of two, to
demonstrate creative writing skills.  There are 80 marks available, which contributes towards 50% of the GCSE
English Language grade.

GCSE English Language Paper 2
This paper explores non-fiction writers’ viewpoints and perspectives. Section A consists of 4 questions, requiring
analysis of  two linked sources across different time periods and genres. Section B consists of a single question;
writing a text for a specified audience, purpose and form. The task will be related to the theme that was introduced
in Section A. There are 80 marks available, making up 50% of the GCSE English Language qualification.



GCSE English Literature Paper 1
This paper focuses on the Shakespeare and nineteenth century texts studied. Section A is on ‘Macbeth’ and
students will answer one question on the play. They will be required to write in detail about an extract from the
play and then to write about the play as a whole. Section B is on ‘A Christmas Carol’ and students will answer one
question on the novella. They will be required to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write
about the novel as a whole. There are 64 marks available, making up 40% of the GCSE English Literature grade.

GCSE English Literature Paper 2
This paper focuses on the modern text studied, as well as the poetry anthology and unseen poetry. Section A is on
‘Animal Farm’ and students will answer one essay question from a choice of two on their studied modern prose or
drama text. Section B will focus on the ‘Power and Conflict’ poetry anthology where students will answer one
comparative question on one named poem printed on the paper and one other poem from their chosen anthology
cluster. In Section C, students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing this
poem with a second unseen poem. There are 96 marks available which contributes 60% to the GCSE English
Literature grade.

Top Tips:

● One of the most useful things a parent can do is to make sure their children are exposed to a range of texts:
reading for pleasure, and newspaper articles in particular.

● Discussing what your child is reading, and discussing topical events also helps to build their understanding
of the world, and how to convey their ideas.

● Hold your child accountable for their own knowledge. Ask them to explain their knowledge organisers or
make flashcards - ensure they know how each exam paper is structured. Quiz them on their texts and ask
them to explain to you how they will structure questions in their exam.

● Documentaries are brilliant for revision. When revising something like Animal Farm for Literature, watch
some good documentaries on George Orwell to give them that extra boost.

● Learning together in this way is really good for keeping students interested and engaged.
● Don’t be shy about asking their teachers for advice on what to cover with them at home.

Useful Links:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AMFy2-jQaNlGUk9PVA

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AMNc8fpMwWIpUk9PVA

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zr9d7ty

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zckw2hv

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEB4IwW-eVk9SxHBIGhrY3w

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0jbf4wI1GPts6hpbKZ-7Bw

https://www.litcharts.com/

How We Are Preparing Your Child:

Quality First Teaching Vocabulary Do It Nows Extended Writing PLCs

Homework Assessments, Marking and Feedback Google Classroom Student Support Drives

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AMFy2-jQaNlGUk9PVA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0AMNc8fpMwWIpUk9PVA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zr9d7ty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zckw2hv
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM2vdqz-7e4HAuzhpFuRY8w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEB4IwW-eVk9SxHBIGhrY3w
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0jbf4wI1GPts6hpbKZ-7Bw
https://www.litcharts.com/


BGLC MathsDepartment

GCSE Maths
What do I need to know to support my
child with their Maths revision?
Key Dates:
Exam Success Evening - 9th February 2023

Mock Dates:

Paper 1 – Week beginning 13th February

Paper 2 and 3 – Week beginning 13th March

Exam Dates:

Paper 1 – 19th May

Paper 2 – 7th June

Paper 3 – 14th June

Top Tips:
1) Careful of Time Management: there is no reason for you to run out of time in a Maths exam. A

“minute per mark” is usually a good estimate of how long to spend on a question. This means you
can attempt every question in 90 minutes and can go back to any you feel like giving a second go
with the time left over.

2) Read the question carefully and consider exam vocabulary:

• Write down, state – no explanation is needed for an answer

• Calculate, find, show, solve – include enough working to make your method clear

• Draw – plot accurately using the graph paper provided and selecting a suitable scale if one is
not given. Such an instruction is usually followed by asking you to read one or more values
from your graph.

3) Show working and learn how to check answers. For example, substituting your answers back into
equations to see if they work can help you find out if you have made any errors.

4) Only way to get better at Maths is to DO MATHS. All students have a schedule listing all the past
papers they will be expected to do in the lead up to their exams. These are the single best ways to get
prepared for Maths exams.

5) Draw a diagram to help you if you can’t visualise the problem in your head.



6) Rounding and Units – be careful! So many silly marks dropped from either not rounding or
over-rounding. Go back to read the question carefully and see if it mentions what to round to.
Remember, Money must always be 2dp!

7) Make sure you have all the equipment you need NOW. Why leave it to the last minute to get a
calculator, protractor or pairs of compasses? Sort it out early and you can use them in your
preparation as well as your exams!

Useful Links:
● Hegarty Maths – all students have used this over the last year for their homework. All QLA’s link

to this as well.

● Maths Genie – exam style questions on almost all GCSE topics, ranked by Grade, with written
solutions available.

● OnMaths – online practice papers that will self mark for students to get instant feedback

● CorbettMaths – Exam Style and Textbook Exercises, both highly recommended by teachers. Also,
Corbett 5 a Day is very popular with students revising little and often.

● ExamQ – students can do questions based on a whole range of filtered options.

How We Are Preparing Your Child:
1) Papers, Papers, Papers: students have already started completing past papers for homework on a

bi-weekly basis. Following on from each paper (both homework and mocks) students will be given a
new QLA full of information about what they did well and where they can improve.

2) DTTR: Teachers will be using whole class QLA from the mock to decide what most needs re-teaching
before May.

3) Hegarty: students are expected to use their QLAs and select 5 tasks from Hegarty Maths to complete
in order to improve. The hope is then that when these topics pop up again, students are better
equipped to get them right!

https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://www.onmaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/contents/
https://corbettmaths.com/5-a-day/gcse/
https://www.examq.co.uk/


GCSE Science
Combined Science

We will be following the AQA Combined Science: Trilogy specification. Assessment consists of 6 papers

altogether, two biology, two chemistry and two physics, each will assess different topics.

Duration: all the papers are 1 hour 15 minutes. Tiers: Foundation and Higher.

Weighting: Each paper consists of 70 marks and is worth 16.7% of the grade.

Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed, short answer and open response. 15% of GCSE marks

in exams come from questions relating to practicals.

Combined Science will have a 17 point grading scale, from 9–9, 9–8 through to 2–1, 1–1.

Separate sciences

We will be following the AQA specifications. Each science is assessed separately, leading to the award of

three separate GCSEs. For each of the sciences assessment consists of 2 papers: each paper will assess

knowledge and understanding from different topics.

Duration: both papers are 1 hour 45 minutes. Tier: Foundation and Higher.

Weighting: the papers are equally weighted, each is worth 100 marks which is 50% of the grade.

Question types: multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response. 15% of GCSE marks in

exams come from questions relating to practicals.

The A* to G grades have been replaced by 9 to1 for Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Exam dates - Combined Science and Triple Science

Biology Paper 1/1 B1-4 Tuesday 16th May 2023

Chemistry Paper 2/1 C1-5 Monday 22nd May 2023

Physics Paper 3/1 P1-4 Thursday 25th May 2023

Biology Paper 4/2 B5-7 Friday 9th June 2023

Chemistry Paper 5/2 C6-10 Tuesday 13th June 2023

Physics Paper 6/2 P5-7 or 8 Friday 16th June 20

Revision

❑ Purchase a science specific revision guide ( available from school shop)

❑ Some students may benefit from using a dedicated science specific workbook (available with answer

booklet from the school shop)

❑ Access Groby science revision materials through the google drive

❑ Complete weekly Tassomai daily goals

❑ Use www.senecalearning.com/en-GB/ – ensure you follow at AQA (Trilogy) exam board

❑ Download the FREE BBCBitesize app onto a mobile device

❑ Practice exam questions – use www.myphysicsandmathstutor.com

Plan ahead

❑ Revision timetable

❑ Make mind maps for each topic or use the ones on the google drive

❑ Make revision cards with key ideas

❑ Practice past paper questions

❑ Ask your teacher for help!!!

http://www.senecalearning.com/en-GB/
http://www.myphysicsandmathstutor.com


Exam tips

❑ Rough guide is 1 mark per minute!

❑ Have a go, if in doubt put something it down (no answer = no mark)

❑ All physics equations are given, practice using the equation sheet

❑ Don’t be daunted by the 6 mark questions. Dare to have a go!

❑ Read the stem of the question, it often has vital information

❑ Read the command words carefully – describe, explain, compare, evaluate

❑ If data/graph is given, use it!

❑ It is OK to bullet point your answer

❑ 15% of GCSE marks in exams come from questions relating to practicals

❑ Don’t give up halfway through the paper

Insight from previous exams

❑ Prepare for unfamiliar contexts

❑ Read the question carefully to ensure you know what is being asked, understand the command words

❑ Don’t waste space repeating the question

❑ Read through your work to check for errors

❑ Be specific in your responses don’t use ‘it’ or ‘they’

❑ Make sure you understand why each step in the practical is important

❑ Maths - Show your working out in maths questions

-  Check for significant figures

-  Don’t round answers until you reach the final answer

What you can do as a parent – get involved!

❑ Help them plan their revision – small chunks

❑ Question them using the revision guides

❑ Mark the papers for them, the answers are available on exam board websites

❑ Provide a calm environment…….. remove distractions (controlled access to electronic devices)

❑ Breakfast before exams!

❑ Right equipment on the day…….. Calculator!

❑ Sleep!



NOTES



NOTES



NOTES



NOTES



Thank you for your time this evening and we hope you and your child have found

the evening useful.

All of the resources from this evening will also be available on our website -

https://brookvalegroby.com/revision-guides/

https://brookvalegroby.com/revision-guides/

