MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Itis hard to believe that we have already been back a term after what was possibly one of the most challenging years in my educational
career. Whilst many of those challenges are still everpresent, this term has seen the campus return to greater levels of normal school life.

| have been delighted to see students taking part in sports, music, performances, clubs, enrichment activities and visits. You can see and feel
the campus come back to life and students starting to experience what school should really be like. 1 am acutely aware we are still in the
midst of the pandemic but | hope we can continue to get back to even greater levels of normality in the coming term.

This term is always an exceptionally busy one and this year has been no different. | hope as parents and carers you have been able to keep
abreast of all that has been happening through our social media platforms and other communications and see the progress the campus is
making. Our student leaders have now all been appointed and we have some very talented individuals representing the student body and
acting on what they feel is important to them. We have already seen the fruits of their labour in the recently created BGLC Green Pledge.
We are extremely excited to see how they might develop in the coming years, so that our community can play its part in protecting the
environment, by reducing our carbon footprint and looking at more sustainable approaches to what we do on campus.

It has also been wonderful this term to host two live Open Evenings and welcome parents and carers to campus for the first time since | have
been Headteacher. It really has been good to connect with the community and we have more events planned in the coming term to address
the fact that some parents will not have been on campus since their child started with us.

The government has announced that examinations are planned to go ahead in Summer 2022 for both GCSE and A Level courses and we are
hard at work ensuring our students feel in a strong position to sit these examinations. We have created Personalised Learning Checklists for
all GCSE subjects and are in the process of doing the same at A Level. These will be a vital tool in identifying learning strengths and areas for
improvement and have been shared with all students. We also have newly appointed and dedicated staff working with students to ensure
examination success and this will be a continual focus in the spring term too.

There has been a lot in the news recently about changes to the OFSTED inspection framework and how many Outstanding Schools will be
downgraded as a result of the new Education Inspection Framework (EIF), which makes it more challenging than ever before to be judged
Outstanding. The two articles below highlight the direction of travel at this point in time.

. https://schoolsweek.co.uk/spielman-1-in-10-outstanding-schools-more-realistic/

° https://schoolsweek.co.uk/outstanding-schools-not-inspected-for-15-years-downgraded-in-first-ofsted-reports/

Our campus was last inspected in 2016 when Groby Community College was designated Good and before that in 2014 Brookvale High School
was designated Outstanding. When the two schools merged in 2019 the Outstanding judgement was retained and we are keen to ensure
that continues moving forwards. To that end we have recently undertaken a Peer Review involving a former HM Inspector, Debbie Clinton,
who was on campus for two full days and examining all our data and documentation for a further two days. | was exceptionally pleased

with her feedback, but we also have some clear actions to address in the coming term too. | remain determined to ensure that our campus
provides the highest quality educational experience it can, as that is what our students deserve.

At the time of writing in this newsletter our COVID status as a school was Stage 1, which has meant minimal mitigations above and beyond
those expected in the national guidance. Clearly the landscape is changing all the time and this week we have been advised again to
reinstate the use of face coverings in all communal areas as we approach Christmas, which we will do. Regular twice weekly testing is still
vitally important, as is strong hand hygiene and the more we do as a community the more we reduce the impact of COVID on our campus.
Today we have had six staff members out of just one faculty, which clearly has an impact, so the challenges are still very much with us.
With the ten day isolation period the impact often compounds other absences that we typically see at this time of year.

In closing | would like to acknowledge and congratulate our wonderful students who have continued to show great resilience in these
challenging times, adapted to the issues they have faced and done so with a smile on their faces. They are a credit to our campus and to
you as parents/carers. May | also take this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing support and understanding, as we navigate through
the pandemic.

| wish all our community a wonderful Christmas break. | hope you all have the chance to reconnect with loved ones and have a Christmas
our young people deserve. | look forward to welcoming our students back in the New Year.

Yours sincerely, Will Teece


https://schoolsweek.co.uk/spielman-1-in-10-outstanding-schools-more-realistic/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/outstanding-schools-not-inspected-for-15-years-downgraded-in-first-ofsted-reports/
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TRUST BOARD NEWS

We are delighted to announce that Helen Stockill, Vice Chair of the Trustees of Brookvale
Groby Trust, has been designated as a National Leader of Governance (NLG) by
the Department for Education.

Effective governance is key to sustained school improvement because of both the support
and challenge it gives school leaders in delivering the very best education for every child.
As an NLG, Helen will support schools and trusts with governance challenges, providing
governance expertise, external reviews and bespoke support.

Helen is well placed for this role having substantial and proven governance experience and

expertise, gained working for the Local Authority as well as having over 15 years served as .
o . Helen Stockill

a governor herself, she understands the challenges and complexities of the role. Helen is

currently Head of Governance for the Discovery Trust.

Helen joined the governing body of Brookvale High School in 2012, before becoming joint Chair of Governors, and playing a
crucial role in helping to galvanise both governing bodies when Brookvale High School and Groby Community College formed
a Multi Academy Trust in 2017, before becoming a Single Academy Trust from September 2019. Helen continued as Chair of
the Trust Board of Brookvale Groby Trust, before stepping into the Vice Chair role.

This is an exciting period for the reformed National Leaders of Governance programme and, alongside her colleagues, Helen
will play a critical role in improving the quality of governance in schools and trusts.

As if this wasn’t enough, Helen found herself, last month, nominated for ‘Governance Professional of the Year’ in the
Chartered Governance Institute!

Huge congratulations to Helen from all at Brookvale Groby Learning Campus! #TeamBGLC

LEICESTERSHIRELIVE
EDUCATION AWARDS 2021

Brookvale Groby Learning Campus have 4 FINALISTS
for the LeicesterLive Education Awards 2021!

o Year 7 Archie Swinfield
for the 'Maths & Science' Award

o Year 10 Zoe Nakas
for the 'Maths & Science' Award

3 Year 13 Katie Parker
for the 'Beating All Odds' Award

o NQT Miss Chloe Smith
for the ‘NQT of the Year’ Award

The winners will be announced at the
Awards Evening which will be held on
Thursday 9th December.

WELL DONE and GOOD LUCK to
Archie, Zoe, Katie and Chloe
for reaching the FINAL!
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2021

On the 11" November BGLC students who are part of uniformed
organisations, took part in 'Act of Remembrance' in the run up
to the national two minutes silence at 11.00am.

Here is the URL to view our 'Act of Remembrance' video:
https://youtu.be/2zo0WppWislg

We purchased 81 mini wooden crosses from the Poppy Appeal website, to represent each of the
81 fallen heroes, from within our local community. These crosses were displayed during the
Remembrance Service along with the reading of the names of each person.



https://youtu.be/2zoWppWis1g
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CAMPUS OPEN EVENING - 30TH SEPTEMBER 2021

We welcomed over 450 Parents/Carers and Students to our recent Campus Open Evening, ably assisted by our student guides:
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CAMPUS OPEN EVENING - 30TH SEPTEMBER 2021

There were hands on activities in all faculty areas, with plenty of things to see and do!
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POST 16 OPEN EVENING - 11TH NOVEMBER 2021

We welcomed over 375 Students, Parents & Carers to our Post 16 Open Evening.

POST 16
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POST 16 OPEN EVENING - 11TH NOVEMBER 2021

Staff and Post 16 Ambassadors were available in all of our faculty areas:
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POST 16 NEWS

Post 16 Open Evening — 11th November 2021 (see pages 6 & 7 for photos)

We held our annual Post 16 Open Evening in November in person for the first time in two years and it
was amazing. It was great to get to meet so many prospective students and parents and be able once
again to show them around our campus. We had a really good number of students and parents
visiting us for the event and we look forward to receiving their applications in the very near future.
Thank you to everyone who attended.

Our application deadline is 17th December and all applications can be made through PS16.com. Applications received after
this date will be considered on an individual basis. and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us via email
postle@brookvalegroby.com

We have also been out to local external schools promoting our Post 16.

Our Year 13 students will be visiting Year 11 Lifeskills lessons soon to speak to students about Post 16 and answer any
questions the students may have about Post 16 and the subjects we have on offer.

We are very hopeful we will be able to run our interviews in February, for our new intake, in person in school and at our
external schools. We are also looking forward to being able to welcome you all on to campus for our induction days in June.
These days will include taster sessions within subjects, meeting Post 16 staff and teachers and attending some team building
and study skills sessions. We look forward to meeting you all and getting to know more about you.

Mock Exams — Year 13

Year 13 students have started their mocks during the two week period beginning 22nd November. We wish them good luck in
these mocks and hope to have the results by 3rd January in preparation for their progress evening on 4th January. Further
details regarding the progress evening will be sent out directly to you in the coming weeks.

Year 12

Our Year 12 students have settled in well and are nearing the completion of their first term. They are starting to embrace the
Enrichment programme with many students volunteering to be mentors in lower year classes which is amazing. Our Orange
award is well on the way being delivered through the Enrichment hour on a Wednesday and Hayley Dymond our Careers
Adviser has some great guest speakers lined up to help students achieve this award.

Post 16 Rewards

Since launching our new Post 16 rewards programme we have seen a great number of students gaining reward points and
being named student of the lesson. Staff have also given out many of our ‘Caught working Hard Cards’ and ‘Kindness cards’ to
our students which is fantastic to see. We will be holding a celebration assembly at the end of term to recognise our students'
achievements.

Mrs Cheadle, Head of Post 16.



mailto:post16@brookvalegroby.com
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POST 16 REFURBISHMENT

We are pleased to announce that we have nearly completed the
refurbishment of the Post 16 area. We are really pleased with our
achievements so far, and have given our students some clean and

bright places to gather and study.

ENRICHMENT

In October we had the great pleasure of holding
our annual Enrichment Day Event run by Local
Emergency Services and Hinckley & Bosworth
Borough Council. The ‘Safer Driving Event is held
for 16 to 18 years olds to educate them on the
dangers of driving and to teach them ways to
keep themselves safe.

During the morning sessions, students were able
to use the VR Headset system to experience
being involved in a car crash, they were then
talked to about the distractions a driver may
experience that could cause a crash and a Road
Safety Officer informed them on what they could
do to help prevent road accidents.

The HBBC team ran a workshop to show students

the effect alcohol and drugs can have on an

individual and how dangerous this can be if they

were to drive a car. They also educated students

on what a unit of alcohol really measured and
the dangers of drink-driving. The HBBC team also ran mocktail making lessons to show that non-alcoholic drinks can be just as
nice. The quiz which was part of the lesson was won by Millie Whitelaw scoring 100%.

Our Road Safety Team introduced the students to the Speed Awareness and Leicestershire Fire & Rescue Teams who showed the
students through VR headsets the impact of a fire and how quickly they can spread.

For the middle session of the day our students were shown a very hard-hitting presentation called ‘The Fatal Four’ by Imran
Lambat - Crew Manager at White Watch Fire Control. The presentation highlights four main mistakes that can lead to fatal
accidents: Being distracted by phones, not wearing seat belts, speeding and being under the influence of Drink/Drugs. Though it
was a really tough watch for our students, they were positive that it was really informative and had given them food for thought.

For our final session the amazing Leicestershire Fire Service came straight from a job to give our students a demonstration of how
they would approach a road traffic accident and safely cut open the car to extract the injured occupant.

The sun was shining and our students had an amazing day talking to all of the Officers and professionals who gave us their time to
teach our students some really important life lessons. We are so very grateful to them all and are looking forward to having
them all back in the Summer for our Year 12 Enrichment Event.
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ENRICHMENT

Year 12 students took part in an afternoon Enrichment Activity
as part of their Personal Development Programme.
They were outside completing a series of team-building activities:
The Human Crane; Tug of war; Orienteering and many more. Great fun!

POST 16 PROMOTIONAL VIDEOS

We have recently invested in a Post 16 promotional video which can be viewed on our website or click

on the URL: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vFAL37ZGqg

Our Post 16 4 Head Students also assisted in the making of 6 promotional short YouTube clips which
can be viewed by clicking on the links below:

https://youtu.be/kacimaWI7Ag
https://youtu.be/k9wQykAImNQ
https://youtu.be/muUI7KDjlwA
https://youtu.be/wtj0GIqtF5Q
https://youtu.be/s45goliCbBg
https://youtu.be/JBUSNHgtGbU
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AERIAL FOOTAGE OF OUR AMAZING BGLC CAMPUS

Check out our amazing campus from the skies, as we have the following fabulous drone footage of the
campus grounds for your perusal: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNr_fJEWKUA

CAMPUS PROMOTIONAL VIDEO

As well as the Post 16, Head Students and Aerial footage we also have a new Campus
promotional video that we are really proud of and would like you to view:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EjkKv_zQ17Q

We have shared all these fantastic videos with all of our students in
tutor time, and even had a ‘PREMIERE SHOWING’ to staff in the
Drama Studio at lunchtime, with popcorn served by Mr Teece too!
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SAFEGUARDING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

As a campus we give the highest priority to safeguarding our children and young people in all aspects of their school and college lives.
This means that staff and volunteers must be alert to possible concerns about every student, and to report these in a proper fashion.
The campus has a safeguarding and child protection policy which parents/carers can view on our website; www.brookvalegroby.com

In order to effectively safeguard all students and adults on site it is important that all visitors to school, including parents and
carers, sign in at reception before they go anywhere else. All adults on the campus are asked to challenge any adults that they
see on site who are not wearing identification which indicates that they have signed in at reception. Please do not go directly

to the Groby building or any other part of the campus without first going to reception in the Brookvale building.

It is important for parents to be aware that:

Staff and volunteers in the campus have a duty to report concerns about a child, whether this means the child may be in need of
additional support or help of some kind or whether it is thought that a child may have been abused or be at risk of abuse.

In some cases the campus is obliged to refer children to children’s social care staff, for children to be assessed for their needs or if
an investigation into possible child abuse is required.

In many cases there will already have been discussions between campus staff and the parents of the child, and the situation and
concerns will not be a surprise to the parents. However, parents may not be told that the campus has referred their child to
children’s social care if it is thought that this might put the child at risk.

Children’s social care tries to carry out its enquiries in a sensitive fashion. It has to gather information and generally it can be
open with parents about the steps being taken.

If you think your child may have been abused, or may be at risk, you should contact the children’s social care office. If you think
the abuse may have happened on campus, contact the Headteacher or the Designated Senior Person for Child Protection, who is
Mr Godwin, Senior Deputy Headteacher. If you think your child has been hurt, arrange to visit your doctor. Comfort and reassure
your child.

For parents’ enquiries please contact:
Mr Godwin, Senior Deputy Headteacher

HOW TO SET UP PARENTAL CONTROLS FOR APPS
ON BOTH IPHONE AND ANDROID PHONES
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WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW

We would like to share the following campaign flyers to help keep children safe online.
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HAPPY DIWALI!

BGLC celebrated Diwali by having themed assemblies.
Students drew rangoli patterns in their Maths lessons.
We decorated our reception and kitchen areas and also
made a special menu for our students and staff to enjoy!
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PUMPKIN
SOUP
ANYONE?

Mrs Middleton our Cover
Manager, donated her
home grown pumpkin to
our kitchen for them to use
in various recipes.

#TeamBGLC
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/workhardbekind?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWAZJv9dUz6-rSwuDIlPTqFrUFCJs3bXbUsVrw1DFJYKuRtdra1OC3Z6SDCeOh2t1rEObWkXHXJMmahyI3uqm4vnrAR23N-P68Clf2nufUp-rJJoB_CT5LT_v7LrMCcMiL7HPxsPC-A6oaSdmasJth-ZajKqC87k3oWgeS1iuDi_YX-STm_Kvt-VU

YEAR 11 CAREERS EVENING

On Thursday 14th October our annual Year 11 Careers Evening
was a great success. Over 150 students and their parents
attended. They got the chance to speak to various colleges,
universities and apprenticeship providers, as well as the
opportunity to speak to an apprenticeship specialist from ASK
and attend a parent's guide to Post 16 options presentation. The
providers commented on how informed our students are about
different types of courses, and our students found the evening
incredibly useful in helping them to make their Post 16 choices.

Mrs Dymond, Careers Advisor.
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YEAR 11 VIRTUAL INTERVIEWS - 3 & 5 NOVEMBER

Each year, as part of our wider careers education strategy, we employ ‘Leicestershire Cares Ltd’ to co-ordinate
our Year 11 mock interviews. They arrange for local business volunteers and STEM ambassadors to come into
school and provide the opportunity to practice vital life and employability skills as part of our aim to ensure that
our students move forward as successful and confident young adults.

This year once again, because of COVID restrictions, they will deliver the mock interviews remotely through
Zoom. This activity has always been valued and found to be very helpful by our students and as remote
interviews are being used more frequently by colleges, universities and employers it is even more important

that students have this chance to learn.

Mrs Dawson, Faculty Leader for Lifeskills.

YEAR 11 REVISION
PACKS

Tuesday 9" November Exam Revision Packs were
given to all of our Year 11 students.
They contain a variety of different resources that
are designed to support students during this mock
exam period and in the lead up to the summer.

Mr Brownett, KS4 Progress Leader
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HEADTEACHER COMMENDATION AWARDS

WELL DONE!
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MUSIC
Q & A SESSION

On the 28th October our Post 16
Music students took part in a live
Q & A session with local professional
trumpeter Steve Bland. A fantastic
opportunity to find out what life is
like for a freelance musician that was
hugely inspiring and insightful!

Mrs Smith, PA Curriculum Lead

#BGLC_PA



https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/bglc_pa?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUUSwF7Aq87PyK7ACBiI_mEIQ-NtNIpMIGDIm_pHxUuOI23ZGm3nk8mqhYpyMJ5yKL0pvmmlDbny0r_7rtl1QBsTIiNkg-3PFU99bGEKKUJLJzKElu9bx_mzuWyPgS09Sga7HQFYhMC2Y8F9UVKXtUwHtcIsK5C4xYL_cgOvJpeDLL-UHSjN5CARp-lR5H_M
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#BGLC_ADT FINAL OUTCOMES
YEAR 8 MEXICAN FOLK ART!

YEAR 8
AMAZING
SKULL
DESIGNS!
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YEAR 7 - FABULOUS ANIMALS IN CLAY ART!
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#BGLC_ADT RESISTANT MATERIALS

YEAR 7
SLOTTABLE
TOY PROJECT

Check out these amazing slottable toys
made by our Year 7 students using
recycled plywood!

YEAR 8 GUMBALL MACHINE PROJECT

Look at these fablous gumball machines made by our Year 8 students using recycled wood.
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https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/.../instant.../

https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/.../spaghetti.../

https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/.../graphite.../

https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/
resources/instant-ice-cream/
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https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/instant-ice-cream/?fbclid=IwAR3fLjvvX_Xjk0mrWQ0k308UBxADTokbuyRu_ASLwhx6g-QRmv1CrkfV0ao
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/bglc_science?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVdlvsBYYsC0xVyF1L1fED4ict7ZDuIoZB-WwFqbDb22RUKHRl-0kpk2Bn8iGWH-aXj07p6X32ygUmNAjSXP1hNvMFrLA9ZKBHXlcJbXHXl0IRY4G0B1CCWQ0Kw3ufqS30&__tn__=*NK-R
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/spaghetti-structures/?fbclid=IwAR0vJk-SUv8U7gHgRbyUYWH-wV-FBAqQO3rs4L9EygX76s-oQ3iO5oAk9B4
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/graphite-circuits/?fbclid=IwAR2xgtau1yFEkC7a1ZwmcFY-gWTFBHqOU9vUI5bjQlYXw-DL8WJSWToLJ0k
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/instant-ice-cream/
https://learning.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/resources/instant-ice-cream/
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NATIONAL SPACE CENTRE WINNERS!

#BGLC_SCIENCE

Our Year 10 Biolearn bio mimicry competition winners enjoyed their prize of a trip to the
National Space Centre yesterday! Our budding scientists left the Space Centre in awe of the
opportunities and wonder that space brings.

Thank you to DMU for the prize and we look forward to taking part in the competition again.
WELL DONE!
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HARRY BAKER - POET PERFORMANCE

On Tuesday 9th November Harry Baker; 2012 World Poetry Slam Champion, visited the campus to perform in front of all of our
Year 8 students, followed by a poetry workshop with 30 selected students.
Harry became the youngest ever Poetry World Slam Champion in 2012, and his first collection of poems The Sunshine Kid
was published with Burning Eye in December 2014. He is currently working on his second collection, as well as regularly giving
workshops and performances and having fun touring around the UK as part of Harry And Chris.

@harrybakerpoet https://www.facebook.com/harrybakerpoetry
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https://www.facebook.com/Everythingbranded.co.uk/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX1_gGrN_IBgHXmwQzo8cfKYYIHqMe76XNE_cZ63Jy9JlElTMYoWpO3QUKL-8R4q5MbCismSj2qJW2lGvz5tlpF6kbyzR_MjK1-3KPI6Q3JLQYZNkLrRMR2QbbpbGJVr0trCu5aV8F0YfmH3cCiM4w3HKIo3LEyeE9CopVmcOqB1RVrcGYBKyhDSjistwESFE
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/everythngglobal?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX1_gGrN_IBgHXmwQzo8cfKYYIHqMe76XNE_cZ63Jy9JlElTMYoWpO3QUKL-8R4q5MbCismSj2qJW2lGvz5tlpF6kbyzR_MjK1-3KPI6Q3JLQYZNkLrRMR2QbbpbGJVr0trCu5aV8F0YfmH3cCiM4w3HKIo3LEyeE9CopVmcOqB1RVrcGYBKyhDS
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SOMMER HENDERSON'S INSPIRATIONAL TALK!

Thank you Sommer and good luck at University!
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3? CHILDREN IN NEED 2021 z‘

To raise money for this worthwhile cause, we gave students the opportunity

, to come to school in non-uniform on the day and staff to wear fancy dress! ,
We asked students to bring in cakes for a bake sale which was very well

attended!

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO DONATED - the grand total raised was £1,473!
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EXAM INFORMATION

Year 11 and Year 13 Mocks: are taking place on:
22nd November to 3rd December 2021
Mock Timetables can be found on our website:
https://brookvalegroby.com/examinations/

Il CERTIFICATES — SUMMER 2021 — DUE END OF NOVEMBER 2021 !!

COLLECTION OF OLDER CERTIFICATES
Due to the school closures we still have certificates for collection. If you know someone who completed their
exams in June 2019 and June 2020 please ask them to contact us to arrange collection.

Please contact the Exams Team E: exams@brookvalegroby.com to arrange an appointment for you to collect your
certificates. If you are unable to collect your certificates personally we will need your permission (via email)
for someone else to collect on your behalf.

Mrs Hollingsworth, Exams Officer (exams@brookvalegroby.com)

INVIGILATOR AND SAFEGUARDING TRAINING

We have recently recruited some new Invigilators from our local community to reinforce our current invigilation team. All
have now completed Invigilator training and have been in for regulation updates, fire evacuation and safeguarding training
ready for our Year 11 & Year 13 mock exams starting 22nd November 2021. #TeamBGLC

STAFF CPR AND DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING

On Tuesday 9" November
Mrs Richardson delivered
CPR and Defibrillator
training to staff.

www.heartsafe.org.uk
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| am strong,

Not deceitful.

| am purification,
Not ruination.

| ruled this kingdom,

While you were away,

Out fighting, for years and years.
‘Brave’ Odysseus.

‘Almighty’ Odysseus.

That’s what people say.

| looked after our son.

| sewed for everyone.
Penelope, that’s my name,
Now say it, it’s not lame.

You came home, finally,
But what did you do?

You didn’t recognise

My hard work,

That took me hours to do.

You took the kingdom
From my grasp.

You stole it.

Killed them,

The suitors, sliced.

Think about your behaviour.
You betrayed me,

You cheated.

You’re the antithesis of kind,
Odysseus of Ithaca.

Amy Lennox, 7CHA

YEAR 7 ENGLISH POETRY

During our topic on ‘Overcoming the Monster’, Year 7 students read extracts from Homer’s
The lliad and The Odyssey. From this, students thought about Odysseus’ adventures from
his wife, Penelope’s, point of view:

The most loyal of Queens
Also loyal wife of a brutal king

She mothered, sewed and raised
She also fought off suitors

However she was loyal towards her husband
She made a deal...

Once she finishes her tapestry
She will choose a man to marry

Everyday the suitors watched
Every night she unstitches

After 20 long years
Odysseus returns

Slaughters every suitor
One by one by one.

Kieghan Lauteri, 7EMA

I’'m waiting for my husband,

Suitors are going crazy for me,

But | only think of my Odysseus

But yet year after year after year, |'ve had
Enough. I've been alone, but | sew, | care,
I rule.

Eva Mann, 7EMA

| had to go through hard times
Ruling the kingdom and bringing up son

Suitors begging me to marry them
But | outsmarted them

Giving them challenges
That only Odysseus can do.

When Odysseus came back
He slaughter the suitors

He bacem king again
Without thanking me

For what | did
Over the last 20 years.

Drew Mistry, 7CSM

I am disciplined,
| am kind,
not beautiful.

Therefore | am purification
and not ruination,
Two decades my reign has remained.

While waiting for you
raising my son, sewing, ruling
While my suitors, I’'m fooling.

When will you come, | keep asking

and my tiredness | am masking

To achieve and finish my tasks

for every day and say,”where are you?”

“Oh, you’re finally here?”

What thanks do | get for 20 years?
Everything | did, the time, the work

You come and take everything once more
And | am in the shadows for?

Lydia (Anna-Lydia) Zolota, 7CMA

9R1 - '"GHOSTS’ ARTICLES

After our study of supernatural non-fiction texts, students of 9R1
were challenged to create an article based on the statement
‘Ghosts don’t exist. Anyone who believes in them is being fooled.’

We had lots of fun deciding who our article should be aimed for,
what kind of article it should be and whether ghosts exist or not.
Some articles are suitable for a scientific journal, whilst others
are more suited to a Facebook post! See if you can identify the
purpose, audience and form of each article and if any of them
persuade you to agree with their perspective.

The best headline awards go to:

Arondeep Ghumana and Maria Armellini
- What a spooktacular job!
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YEAR 11 STUDENTS ENJOY AN
A LEVEL LITERATURE TASTER SESSION

Around 40 Year 11 students joined 2 sessions which introduced them to studying Literature at A Level. They
discussed an extract from ‘Dracula’, poetry by Patience Agbabi, and also thought about how critics' ideas about
texts can shape development of analysis and evaluation.

Students said:

* "It was fun to do something different for a lesson and find
out what A Level literature is about."

* "] thought it was interesting and | liked the opportunity
to see what kind of things are studied at A Level."

* "English is my favourite subject and I'm happy that my
teacher thinks | can do it at A Level”

If any other students are interested in being involved in further

taster lessons or would just like more information about an A Level
in Literature then speak to Miss Nolan in B16.

WHY STUDY A LEVEL LITERATURE?

The study of Literature is a study of human experiences and social influences over the years.
The ability to read any content with a deeper appreciation and investigation is an essential skill.
In addition, a study of English Literature will help you to understand History, identify and
understand trends and the key events that have shaped our past and present society.

English Literature is one of the Russell Group universities' 'facilitating' subjects - so called
because choosing them at A Level allows a wide range of options for degree study.

English Language and Literature are now among the UK’s most successful exports; passports to work and life across the
globe. It is widely recognised by universities that the skills developed through the study of English Literature are among the
most transferable, with English graduates going on to develop the widest range of careers.

Among the most popular are:
Publishing, Broadcasting, Marketing and PR, Journalism, Law, Teaching , Politics, The Civil Service and Diplomacy

In fact, in all areas where the skills of critical analysis, lateral thinking and flexibility are prized.

Email Miss Nolan at fnolan@brookvalegroby.com or come and see me in room B16 for more information.
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GCSE MEDIA

Mrs Stewart’s GCSE Media students have been analysing
newspapers on a giant scale. This task helped develop their
understanding of the elements and content associated with

both tabloid and broadsheet front covers.

#BGLC_English

* * CRISP PACKETS * *

BGLC is now collecting crisp packets for Adapt premature babies.
Adapt is a small charity who provide support to families with
premature and unwell babies on the neonatal units at Leicester
Royal Infirmary and Leicester General Hospital. They also provide
ongoing care after families have gone home.

Adapt sells the crisp packets and they are then recycled into pellets
which can be used to make other things such as garden furniture.
BGLC Eco Club is going to help with collecting crisp packets,
however if anyone wants to collect them at home and then bring
them into college we are happy to take them.

Bring them on a Thursday or Friday to Mrs Tapp in B22.

The crisp packets must be foil lined (this can include the outer
packaging for multipacks), empty and flattened. It does include
some other snacks, see picture.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cY2HNsZOsnM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EY3kADmcBE4



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cY2HNsZOsnM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EY3kADmcBE4

LIBRARY NEWS

Lisa Thompson is a children’s novelist and the author of
The Goldfish Boy and The Light Jar (to name a couple).
Thompson writes with great kindness, perception and
an enviable light touch. Lisa’s books are very popular
here in the BGLC library. She lives in the countryside
with her family and an adopted ginger and white cat.

“Fantastic books recommended to anyone that loves to
read a story with humour, twists and turns, mystery
and real adventure!”

SCARECROW COMPETITION

We recently invited our students to take
part in @ mini scarecrow competition,
challenging them to get creative and make
a mini version of their favourite book
character. Well we have been blown away
with all the fantastic entries we have
received, although it did make it very
difficult to choose a winner. In fact we
ended up choosing a top three!

° First place went to Reiss Frost for
creating an amazing Willy Wonka

° Second place went to Martha
Whittaker for Christine and the
Phantom

° Third place went to Isla Morrison

for Daisy Wells from A murder
Most Unladylike.

All students received a certificate and an
Amazon Voucher. Well done to all of the
students who took part.

VIRTUAL AUTHOR MEET
WITH WILLIAM HUSSEY

Students taking part in our 10 for 10 reading challenge
were able to attend a virtual meet with author William
Hussey recently. William explained how he got into
writing and how he made his own horror comics
inspired by a birthday present from his father.

He also shared a powerful extract from
‘The Outrage.’

www.brookvalegroby.com

Mrs Norton & Mrs Garnett
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MATHS NEWS! #BGLC_MATHS

Rangoli Patterns

During the week of Diwali,
lots of students learnt about
the tradition of Rangoli
Patterns being made on
doorsteps to welcome in the
good spirits to their homes.
They learnt about many of
their mathematical properties
and had a go at making some
for themselves.

I think you’ll agree that our students did a brilliant job and looked amazing at our
school front door.

3D Shapes

Our Year 9 students have been
working on 3D shapes this half term.
Part of the task has involved learning

about how to draw them on isometric
paper and recreate 2D views of the
different shapes made from cubes.

Congratulations to Katie, Rishi
and Ruby (pictured here on the left),

who won our ‘blind construction’
competition. They had to use their
communication skills to relay to team
members what the 3D shape looked like
without their team being able to see it.

Calling all KS4 students! *** TASSOMAI ***

You already have a login for Tassomai for Science but the good
news is that you can now also use that to revise in Maths too!
In your account you need to add yourself to the correct Maths
class and then you can get going!

Speak to your teacher if you’re not sure which class to select. Look out for Tassomai competitions coming soon!

TMUA - POST 16 NEWS!

The Test of Mathematics for University Admission (TMUA) is designed to give you the opportunity
to demonstrate that you have the essential mathematical thinking and reasoning skills needed for
a demanding undergraduate Mathematics or Mathematics-related course.

A group of eight students have worked hard in extra sessions to prepare for this test, which they
took at the beginning of November. They are now looking forward to receiving their results at the
end of November, as a good performance on this test may result in a reduced offer.

TOP OF THE TABLE

BGLC KS3 students are top of the national
leaderboard for their use of the
PiXL Times Tables App!

With over double the engagement per
user compared to the next best school!

WELL DONE!
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These are this month’s new resources available to parents and carers:

212019641&mc cid=49a3f637a9&mc_eid=dd3e719868

Want to help your child make informed decisions about their next steps?

If your child is in Years 10-13, don't miss out on next week's parents’ insight webinar in part-
nership with IBM (24th November 6.30pm - 7.10pm), to find out about the varied school leaver
opportunities IBM can offer your child.

Hear directly from IBM early careers managers on school leaver opportunities including ap-
prenticeships, degree apprenticeships and gap year roles.

Hear from current apprentices on their journey at IBM so far.

PLUS a Q and A session, giving you an opportunity to ask any questions. Don’t miss out, register now to secure your place!

8f0d-a89ec976ea448&skipauthstrap=1&goal=0 65c6d67e71-573fff9870-212019641&mc cid=573fff9870&mc_eid=dd3e719868
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YEAR 13
‘LITTLE SHOP OF
HORRORS’ SHOW

Our Performing Arts students are once again staging
their own show! This year they have chosen ‘Little Shop
of Horrors’. We are excited that our Year 12 BTEC
Performing Arts students will be part of the cast in the
forthcoming production as well as Year 12 and Year 13
Music students playing as a live band. Once again our
Year 13’s have challenged themselves with a big
production. For those of you wondering how we will be
creating a plant that grows to massive proportions
throughout the show you will have to come and see for
yourselves! We really look forward to having a live
audience back in the theatre and look forward to staging
this well known, comic and fun-filled performance.

Performance dates:
Wednesday 15th December & Thursday 16th December

Ticket prices:
£8 Adults £5 Concessions including BGLC Students

Tickets are on sale at reception - please can you bring
the correct change.

PA Faculty

BGLC Christmas Concert is on:
Wednesday 1st December, 7pm in the Groby Theatre

On the 1st of December it’s the BGLC Christmas Concert featuring our extra curricular group plus a
number of soloists.

It’s guaranteed to be a fun and festive evening!

Tickets are available at reception priced at £5 Adults and £3 for Concessions and BGLC Students.

PERFORMING ARTS
‘STAR OF THE MONTH’

In Performing Arts we are
launching our star of the month
awards to celebrate the
achievements of our students
who have worked really hard in
their Music/Drama and
Performing Arts lessons.

Each month ten students will
be chosen from across all key
stages and will receive a
certificate and Performing Arts
Stars pin badge.
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FREE TO ANY STU DENTS (subject to availability!)

Students/Parents/Carers are welcome to come along to Reception to collect these items

These jumpers and cardigans are brand new and we are
now releasing our stock free to any family who would like

them. They are lightweight and 100% cotton.
Sizes and quantities available:

Item Chest size Quantity

Cardigans:
Age 11/12 71-76cm 10
Age 12/13 78-81cm 17

S 81-86cm 18

M 86-92cm 5

L 96-102cm 1
Jumpers:
Age 11-12 71-76cm 11

We also have a large amount of sanitary
pads available for students*, which were
supplied to the school by the government:

Period product scheme for schools and in England

We are delighted to announce the launch of our new scheme
which will provide access to free period products in schools
and colleges in England.

This scheme will ensure that period products are available to
young people if they need them, when they need them. This
will include supporting those who have started their period
unexpectedly, forgotten to bring products with them and
those who can’t afford to buy them.

* Max 2 packs per student please
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Hannah Wozencroft

YEAR 7 BOYS FOOTBALL TROPHY WIN!

Congratulations to our Year 7 boys Football Team who managed to bring home the first trophy of the year by winning the
‘Inter School Challenge Cup’, which is a 7 a side tournament held at Newbridge.
WELL DONE BOYS!
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CROSS COUNTRY

We had 4 runners race in the 1st Leics Schools Cross-Country meeting at the start of October. Jake Frain was 14th in the Year 7
boys race, Maddy Dodge finished 10th in the Junior girls race, Arthur Wrightam finished 11th in the Inter boys race and Cassie
Dodge finished 6th in the Inter girls race. The second Leics Schools Cross Country meet was held on 30th October at Prestwold
Hall and we had an increased number of runners attending. Phoebe Paddison finished 12th in the Year 7 girls race. In the Junior
Boys category, Louie Paddison finished 4th, with Riley Smith in 24th place. Maddie Dodge placed 17th in the Junior Girls. We
had 3 entrants in the Inter Boys race, with Joe Matthews finishing 7th, George McMorran in 8th and Arthur Wrightam in 11th.
Cassie Dodge improved a place from the last race, placing 5th in the Inter Girls category. Well done to all who ran!

AMERICAN FLAG FOOTBALL

Year 8 student Luke Goodman plays Flag American Football for Leicester Huntsmen.
In September they took part in the U14 BAFA National Finals, finishing in 2nd place. WELL DONE LUKE!
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ESFA TRIALS FOR GIRLS NETBALL
P H O E B E BAD E LE K The girls netball season has run throughout the Autumn

term with weekly training sessions and regular fixtures
Year 8 student Phoebe Badelek has made it through to the for all year groups from Year 7 to Year 11. The Year 7 team
final England Schools football trials in early December. She have qualified for the Leicestershire County knockout
L R e R R e s R R A e et Ll A e IE 1 Rl rounds as Hinckley and Bosworth Champions. They played
versus the North at Lilleshall. Her technical ability shone 5 games, winning 4 and losing 1, and now face Castle Mead
through despite being one of the youngest trialists. We wish Academy in the 1st knockout round. The Year 8 team has
T R e A e T N e A M R R L ekl some really close games, finishing with a record of 3 draws
R L R e L T A e E R L L L A Il 2nd 3 losses from their 6 games. The Year 9 team struggled

Wildgoose, who have played for England Schools recently. at times to raise a team due to a combination of injuries
and Covid isolations. However, they finished with a record
WELL DONE PHOEBE | of won 2, lost 3 from their 5 games. The Year 10 team join

the Year 7’s in the Leicestershire County knockout rounds
by virtue of winning 2 games and losing 3 from their 5
games. They were also crowned Hinckley and Bosworth
champions and are waiting to see who they face in the
next round. The Year 11’s managed a solitary win from
their 4 games.

Well done to all the students who represented the netball
teams - it’s been fantastic to see so many students
involved in netball.

More good news on the netball front with the formation
of a Post 16 girls netball team. This is the first time in 15
years we have managed to get a Post 16 netball team out
and they are looking forward to their first competition on
1st December.

WELL DONE GIRLS!

GIRLS
FOOTBALL

We have hosted two Hinckley and
Bosworth girls football tournaments
since the start of the academic year.
The Year 8/9 girls finished second in
their tournament, qualifying for the
Leicestershire County knockout
rounds in the process. They won all
three of their pool games, scoring 14
goals and conceding 0. However,
they fell at the final hurdle losing 2-0
to Hastings in the dwindling light.
The Year 10/11 girls finished third
beating Ashby 2-0, drawing 0-0 with
Bosworth Academy and losing 1-0 to
Hastings. There will be more girls
football fixtures after the Christmas break, including a Year 7 tournament.

WELL DONE GIRLS!  #BGLC_PE
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BOYS FOOTBALL

The boys football season has run alongside the girls netball season and we have had record numbers of students attending
KS3 training sessions. The Year 7 team were crowned Hinckley and Bosworth champions, winning 4 of their 5 games. The
Year 8 team were also named Hinckley and Bosworth champions, winning 4 of their 6 games. Both teams have now qualified
for the Leicestershire County knockout rounds. Even more impressive is the fact that both teams have fielded nearly 30
different students in competitive games this year. The Year 9’s has a great season, but were unfortunate to come up against
a very strong South Charnwood team. They won 5 of their 7 games, producing some excellent football. The Year 10 team
won 2 and lost 2 with the Year 11’s drawing 3 and losing 2. Well done to all our footballers - attendance to training sessions
has been great and it’s been fantastic to give some many different students the opportunity to play competitive football in
inter-school fixtures.

WELL
DONE
BOYS!

ESFA NATIONAL CUP COMPETITIONS

We entered three football teams into the ESFA National football competitions and have had some mixed results. The Year
8’s had a walkover in the 1st round against Humphrey Perkins and followed that up with a 4-1 in Northampton thanks to an
own goal and goals from Kairo Piper (2) and Tyce Njika. Unfortunately we came up against a very strong team from Bishop
Ullathorne Catholic School,

Coventry in the next round, losing

convincingly. Kairo Piper with the

consolation goal. The Post 16 boys

team lost in the first round 6-3 to

John Taylor High School despite

goals from James Midgley, Joe Bird

and Josh Barrett. The Post 16 girls
team are still in the competition
after a 1st round win at home to
Toot Hill. Dulci Binns scored the
solitary goal in a tight 1-0 victory.
We now face Repton School in
round two at the end of November.

WELL DONE BOYS!
#BGLC_PE
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AUTUMN TERM KEY DIARY DATES - ALL YEARS

MONDAY 18 - FRIDAY 22 OCTOBER e

Monday 25 October

Tuesday 26 October

Wednesday 3 & Thursday 5 November
Thursday 11 November

Tuesday 16 November

Wednesday 1 December

Tuesday 7 December

Thursday 9 December

Wednesday 15 & Thursday 16 December
Tuesday 21 December

WEDNESDAY 22 DECEMBER - TUESDAY 4 JANUARY e

Wednesday 5 January
Thursday 6 January
Thursday 13 January
Thursday 20 January
Thursday 3 February
Thursday 10 February
Friday 11 February

MONDAY 14 - FRIDAY 18 FEBRUARY e

MID TERM BREAK

CAMPUS CLOSED to students for Teacher Day

CAMPUS OPEN

Year 11 Practice Interviews

Post 16 Open Evening 5.00pm - 7.30pm

Year 11 full reports issued

BGLC Christmas Concert

Year 9 full reports, Year 7, 8, 10 & 12 interim reports issued
Year 9 Progress Evening 3.45pm - 7.15pm

Post 16 Show

Campus closes at 1.00pm
CHRISTMAS BREAK

CAMPUS OPEN start of the Spring Term - ALL students to attend
Year 13 Progress Evening 3.45pm - 7.15pm

Year 9 Parents Options Evening

Year 11 Progress Evening 3.45pm - 7.15pm

Year 11 Exam Success Evening

Year 13 Exam Success Evening

Campus closes at 3.10pm

MID TERM BREAK

LAST DAY OF TERM:

Tuesday 21st December 2021

As usual on the last day of term, students will finish at
1.00pm, when our school buses will take students home
as normal. Lunches will not be served on this day.

We expect ALL students to attend school on the final day.

SOCIAL MEDIA Please follow us on:

Facebook (@BrookvaleGrobyLearningCampus)

or Twitter (@BrookvaleGroby)

Please note that important information will always be shared with parents by email, so if you are not on Twitter or Facebook then

you will not miss anything crucial. Nevertheless we warmly welcome you to join our online community!
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