
Exam skills
Religious Studies GCSE



1 and 2 mark questions
Target: AO1:1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and 
belief, including beliefs, practices and sources of authority

1 mark 
Multiple choice
Testing knowledge
Choose from A, B, C or D

2 marks 
The question will ask; Give two...
● ways
● of the
● types 
● examples
● reasons
● causes
● religious beliefs 

You only need to write a short sentence, 
no explanations or detail needed



4 mark questions
Target: AO1:3 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and 
belief, including similarities and differences within and/or between 
religions and beliefs

The question will ask; Explain two…
● ways in which 
● contrasting 
● similar religious beliefs

You will need to state and explain X 2

“Contemporary British society” 

From the mark scheme
First way 

● Simple explanation of a relevant 
and accurate influence – 1 mark 

● Detailed explanation of a relevant 
and accurate influence – 2 marks 

Second way 
● Simple explanation of a relevant 

and accurate influence – 1 mark 
● Detailed explanation of a relevant 

and accurate influence – 2 marks



5 mark questions
Target: AO1:1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and 
belief, including beliefs, practices and sources of authority.

From the mark scheme
First teaching 
Simple explanation of a relevant and 
accurate teaching – 1 mark 
Detailed explanation of a relevant and 
accurate teaching – 2 marks 

Second teaching 
Simple explanation of a relevant and 
accurate teaching – 1 mark 
Detailed explanation of a relevant and 
accurate teaching – 2 marks 

Relevant and accurate reference to 
sacred writing or another source of 
________ belief and teaching – 1 mark 

The question will ask; Explain two...
● Buddhist teachings
● Christian teachings
● religious beliefs (Paper 2, themes)
● stages
● ways
● reasons



5 mark questions
Target: AO1:1 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including 
beliefs, practices and sources of authority.

From the mark scheme
First teaching 
Simple explanation of a relevant and 
accurate teaching – 1 mark 
Detailed explanation of a relevant and 
accurate teaching – 2 marks 

Second teaching 
Simple explanation of a relevant and 
accurate teaching – 1 mark 
Detailed explanation of a relevant and 
accurate teaching – 2 marks 

Relevant and accurate 
reference to sacred writing or 
another source of ________ 
belief and teaching – 1 mark 

You must refer to sacred writing or another 
source of religious beliefs and teaching. 
Use this to support your point.

What does this mean?
● Consider what the Bible or Buddhist holy books 

say
● Could you include a quote? 
● You do not need to provide a direct quote. You 

can paraphrase
● What do other religious leaders say? E.g. Dalai 

Lama/Pope...



“Contemporary British society” 

Students should consider different beliefs and attitudes to religious and 
non-religious issues in contemporary British society. 
They should be aware that the religious traditions of Great Britain are, in 
the main, Christian, and that religious traditions in Great Britain are 
diverse. 
They include Christianity, Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and 
Sikhism, as well as other religious and non-religious beliefs such as 
atheism and humanism. 
This knowledge may be applied throughout the assessment of the subject 
content.



Analyse

To carefully examining information in order to show 
understanding.

Break something down into its main parts/arguments 

To interpret and explain something.



Evaluate

Consider how far the arguments or set of research findings is 
accurate. 

To make a judgement

Provide your opinion or verdict about the statement

Provide information on both sides of the debate using evidence

State your position basing your arguments on the evidence that 
informed you in arriving at your position.



12 mark questions

Target: AO2 Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief, including 
significance and influence.

You will be given a statement:
 

‘War is never right.’ Evaluate this statement  

You will need to evaluate the statement 
It will then give you some guidance on how to do this...





Sentence starters
➢   A point of view that agrees with the statement is…
➢   This point backs up the statement because…
➢   A_________ might say…
➢   A teaching to support this statement is…*Include scripture*
➢   ‘this argument/evidence is robust/strong/weak/inconclusive/insubstantial/convincing 

because…’
➢   Overall I agree/ disagree with this statement because…

 

Things to remember
● You MUST use terms like “some Christians believe...” or “most Buddhists think…”
● Be clear in your meaning, do not say “they” or “it”
● Answer should be around 250 words
● Religious teachings can be paraphrased - direct quotes not needed
● You can discuss any other religious views you know
● No need for an introduction





‘War is never right.’ Evaluate this statement  

What does this mean for our example question? Let’s do this together
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