
Year 13 Exam Success 
Evening



“Am I doing everything I possibly can to ensure that I 
have the best possible chances of success?”

Purpose



Programme

The Secret to Exam Success - Dave Brentnall, Head of Chemistry 
and Principal Examiner for Edexcel IAL

Revision strategies - what works? Chris Bugh, Assistant Head 
Teacher

A-levels, University and Beyond, 

The final push, Chris Bugh, Assistant Head Teacher



Programme

The Secret to Exam Success - Dave Brentnall, Head of Chemistry 
and Principal Examiner for Edexcel IAL

Revision strategies - what works? Chris Bugh, Assistant Head 
Teacher

A-levels, University and Beyond 

The final push, Chris Bugh, Assistant Head Teacher



Original Title - ‘Get inside the mind of an examiner’!

Mrs Brentnall, the one human I’m always 
driving around and the other human I’m 
contstantly paying exorbitant rent on their 
behalf



What is the secret to exam success?
Don’t tread on cracks in pavements

Salute single magpies

Wear lucky socks on the day of the exam

Being nice to elderly relatives (or teachers) in the hope that karma 
works in your favour

Using your favourite equipment in the exam, including the 
meerkat-shaped rubber you bought from Twycross Zoo in 2008

Rearranging revision guides into alphabetical order 



There is no secret - you know the answer already



Exam Papers
● Get hold of the specification - this is the content you will 

be assessed on
● Make sure you know the structure of each paper
● Command words
● Practice a range of papers
● Cross reference your answers against the mark schemes
● Mark schemes give an insight into level of answer needed
● Lucky dip to avoid only doing easier questions
● ‘Peer Group’ papers 



Don’t forget the Stem



Command words



RTQ2



Examiner’s Reports

● Feedback on performance in an exam across the whole 
country

● Helps you see strengths and weaknesses, including 
examples of good and less good answers

● Some boards include ‘live’ examples with a commentary 
from the Principal

● Some reports finish with a student focused summary



Lack of breadth
Lack of breadth Lack of breadth

Questions in 
practical context

Maths-based problems







Don’t forget you’ve got translators
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Could you draw what is on the reverse?





Revision Strategies - what works?



Active not passive



Retrieval Practice   

Revision Strategies - what works?

● Mind map from memory
● Quick quizzes
● Use cues to trigger answers
● Group discussions
● Essays



Spaced practice
Have some time to forget

Revision Strategies - what works?



Dual Coding Theory - Allan Pavio 

Gives students two ways of remembering the same 
information.

Combining verbal and visual input increases learning











Deliberate practice  
● Focus on specific types of 

questions
● Use worked examples - 

replicate steps until 
confident

● Put to practice in timed 
conditions

Revision Strategies - what works?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3RNfaIW5k1g


Elaboration

Revision Strategies - what works?

● Generate an explanation for a fact
● Ask ‘why?’
● Compare and contrast
● Make connections
● Talk to yourself!





Active not passive

1. Retrieval Practice
2. Spacing Learning
3. Dual coding
4. Deliberate Practice
5. Elaboration
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My tips on preparing 
for and taking exams



Active Recall 
Techniques
● Scan through the pages of your text 

book and write down all the questions 
you think could be asked of it.

● Read the text again in full absorbing as 
much information as possible

● Answer all the questions you 
previously wrote for yourself (making 
sure not to cheat) 

● Go through the answers in the book 
● Repeat this quiz using spaced 

repetition
● This can also be applied to flashcards



● Blitz through many topics trying to 
actively recall as much as possible for 
each for many topics rather than 
spending time on just one.

● Record yourself reading out your 
notes whilst you walk home.

● Remember to include fun activities in 
your schedule.

● Leave your phone in your bag!
● Take regular breaks between revision 

to clear your mind and check your 
phone.

● Go to a study area with friends.

Make good use of all your time



In the exam

● Read the damn question…
● Write down everything that’s in your head on 

the back of the paper 
● Look for later questions that might help 

earlier ones 
● If you can’t answer write down anything 

relevant
● Definitions 



Your health is more important than a grade



A Realistic Note

● A degree does not guarantee you 
a job in the field you want. 

● Do research into what avenues 
the subject you want to study will 
open up. 



Student Debt
Once you leave university, you only repay when 
you're earning above £26,575 a year and even then 
it's fixed at 9% of everything you earn above that. 
E.g.

If you earn £24,000 in a year, what do you repay?
Nothing 

If you earn £27,000 in a year, what do you repay?
The answer is £115, as £27,000 is £1,275 above the 
threshold and 9% of £1,275 is £115.
 
And if you earn £35,000, what do you repay?
The answer is £835. £35,000 is £9,275 above the 
threshold and 9% of that is £835.
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1. Vision
2. Effort
3. Systems
4. Practice
5. Attitudes



Unconditional Offers



Sleep Deprivation Study 1:
Sleep deprived vs full night’s sleep
Retrieval practice
40% fewer pieces of information  

Study 2:
Monitoring of sleep patterns
Sleep duration and quality the month 
and week before an assessment 
correlated with grades.
Student 1: A grade
Student 2: B grade



Thank you for coming!


